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Threatened  with  expulsion  from  military 

Lesbian  goes  public 


Private  Barbara  Thornborrow  is  going  to 
be  kicked  oui  of  the  Canadian  Armed 
Forces  because  she  isa  Lesbian. 

Currently  stationed  at  a  military  base 
in  Ottawa.  Barbara  has  been  in  the  ser- 
vice lor  16  months  but  had  already  ap- 
plied tora  voluntary  release  from  Ihe 

On  May9,  however,  she  was  called  into 
the  office  o!  Sergeant  Cochraneof  the 
Canadian  Forces' Special  Investigations 
Unit  (SIUI  The  sergeant,  and  a  military 
policewoman,  questioned  Barbaraaboul 
alleged  homosexual  activities.  She  was 
told  she  was  being  questioned  lor 
reasons  ol  national  security,  because 
she  was  "susceptible  toblackmail" 

Barbara  was  then  taken  to  her 
barracks  where  her  room  was  searched 
and  some  personal  belongings  were 
confiscated  SlUolficers  had  already 
questioned  her  roommate  looking  for  in- 
lormation  that  could  beused  against 
Barbara- 
Barbara  Ihen  toldSergeant  Cochrane 
thai  she  is  a  Lesbian,  At  that  point  he  told 
her  she  had  two  choices:  sign  a 
document  confirming  her  Lesbianism  or 
agree  to  undergo  psychiatric  coun- 
selling Hesaidthatilshestgnedthe 
document  il  would  lead  to  her  release 
fromlhe  service, 

Barbara  relusedtoagreelo  either 
alternative,  choosing  instead  to  call  her 
father  in  Hamilton  to  arrange  for  a  lawyer 

ShealsocalledGaysolOtlawa(GO). 
At  a  special  joint  meeting  ot  GO  and 
Lesbians  lorQltawaNow(LOON).on 
May  16,  Barbara  was  told  lhal  there 
probably  wasn't  anyway  lor  her  loKeep 
her  |obin  the  service,  but  shecould  try  to 
help  the  situation  oILesbiansand  Gay 
men  by  publicizing  her  case.  She  agreed. 


By  the  next  evening,  the  National  Gay 
Rights  Coalition  (NGRC)  had  issued  a 
press  release  and  had  arranged  tor 
Barbara  to  accompany  several  of  its 
members  to  Parliament  Hill  where  the 
Standing  Commiltee  on  Justiceand 
Legal  Allans  was  beginning  aclause-by- 
clause  study  ol  the  government's 
Canadian  Human  Rights  Act. 

TheCommitteewasexpectedtovote 
that  same  evening  on  an  amendment  to 

|  add  sexual  orientation  to  Ihe  Act.  (If 
sexual  otientation  were  included,  the 

,  Armed  Forces  would  be  prevented  Irom 

I  discriminating  against  openly  Gay  per- 

'  sons  in  its  ranks.) 

The  media  was  oui  in  force  to  interview 
Barbara  and  some  ot  Ihem  stayed  lo 
listen  to  Ihe  debate  isee  following  story). 
"I  don't  see  what  my  Lesbianism  has 

|  todo  with  how  I  do  my  iob,  in  the 
Canadian  Forces  or  anywhere  else," 
Barbara  told  lhe|Ournallsts."lt's  totally 
irrelevant  My  private  thoughts  and 
feelings  are  my  own  business  They  don'l 
threaten  anyone" 

idion  t  intend  to  make  ihearmy  a 

June 


career."  she  said.  "Bui  I  object  tothetn- 
ference  that  my  Lesbianism  somehow 
affects  my  performance  or  that  Lesbians     j 
are  not  competent  to  serve  in  the 
Canadian  Forces." 

By  the  next  day,  Barbara's  picture  was 
on  Ihe  frontpage  of  iheOirawaCirVzen 
and  her  story  was  being  toldall  across 
the  country 

Whiteail  off  his  was  happening, 
Barbara's  roommate  was  moved  toother 
quarters  and  another  roommate  was 
moved  in  —  to  spy  on  Barbara? 

The  day  after  Barbara  went  public,  Ihe 
Canadian  Forces,  after  some  prodding 
from  reporters,  finally  reacted.  Sur- 
prisingly, they  didn't  dwell  on  ihe 
national  security  angle,  but  instead  said 
that  homosexuals  aredlscharged 
because  their  presence  In  suchcon- 
fined  quarters  as  barracks  and  ships 
could  lead  to  conflicts  of  interpersonal 
relationships  that  could  affect  morale 
and  efficiency.  They  also  said  that 
homosexuals  are  asked  to  leave  for  their 
ownsatety  because  they  are  susceptible 
toblackmail. 

"Thai's  ridiculous."  Barbara  reacted. 
"II  I'm  open  about  il,  howcanlbeb.acK- 
mailed?" 

The  next  day,  the  lorces  tried  another 
angle.  Barbara  had  already  applied  lor 
permission  to  leave  Ihe  lorces  volun- 
larily,  they  said,  and  Ihis  permission  had 
I  been  granted  betore  Ihe  Lesbian  issue 
I  even  came  up. 

I     She  had  applied  for  voluntary  release, 
but  It  was  not  true  lhal  she  had  been  In- 
formed ollheresultsoflheapplication.il 
seems  probable  thai  the  media  allenlion 
to  her  case  was  the  cause  lor  Ihe  rapid 
'  granting  Of  her  voluntary  release. 
|     Canadian  Forces  regulations  speclly 
1  that  "service  policy  does  nol  allow 
homosexual  members ormemberswilh 
sexualabnormalilytoberetainedtnthe 
CF"  (Canadian  Forces  Administrative 
Order  19-20).  This  regulation  was  recen- 
ily  amended;  prior  to  1976  il  read  simply, 
"service  policy  does  nol  allow  the  reten- 
tionof  sexual  deviates  in  ihe  Forces." 

"Thearmed  lorces  probably  foresaw 
that  il  would  someday  have  trouble 
proving  that  homosexuality  was  asexual 
deviance,  so  it  decided  it  had  better 
specifically  include  Gays  in  Ihe 
regulalion,"  commented  NGRC 
.  spokesperson  OavidGarmaise. 
Persons  released  under  ihis 
regulation  are  considered  "not  advan- 
tageously employable"  as  opposed  to 
"voluntarily  released." 

The  regulation  as  originally  wrillen 
was  used  to  expel  Corporal  Martin 
Hogarth  from  the  army  in  1974.  His  12- 
year  career  ended  abruptly  when  he 
revealed,  upon  interrogation,  thai  he  isa 
homosexual  NGRC  has  used  Martin's 
casein  two  briefs  on  the  human  rights 
,  Issue  presented  to  Members  of 
Parliament. 

I      The  movemenl  is  aware  of  many  other 
|  cases  of  homosexuals  being  expelled 
from  the  armed  forces  but  mosl  of  Ihe 
I  time  the  individuals  involved  are  not 
;  willing  logo  public  lor  (ear  of  theelfect 
thalmight  have  on  their  (uturecareers. 

Howdid  Barbara  leel  about  going 
I  public?  "Well,  there  has  been  a  lol  of 
pressure  these  past  fewdays,"  she  said, 
;  "butlfeetaslfaheavy  load  has  been 
'  lifted  off  myshoulders."D 

Stop  Press  —  Eight 
Lesbians  ousted! 

As  TBPgoes  lo  press,  we  learn  that 
.  GloriaCameron  of  Kitchener,  Onl.,  has 
I  accusedlhe Armed Forcesof 
discharging  her  and  seven  other  women 
!  on  May  4  because  they  are  Lesbians. 
An  eight-year  veleran,  Cameron  said 
the  discharge  followed  an  investigation 
attheArgeniia.NIld..base.  Thebase 
commander  ordered  Ihe  investigation  at- 
after  two  women  soldiers  said  tney  were 
going  to  be  married. 
More.nexl  issue. 


Ten  Manitoba 
groups  form 
coalition 


Martin  Hogarth  ol  Oilawsalso  let  I  Ihe 
armed  services,  expelled  in  1974  after 
revealing  In  an  Interview  lhal  he  was  gay. 
His  1 2-yea»  old  career  In  Ihe  army  was 
abruptly  ended  by  the  application  ot 
regulations  cowering  personnel  who  are 
"not  advantageously  employable"  and 
whoare  "sexual  deviates."  NGRC  recently 
publicized  his  case  during  brie  Is 
presented  lo  MPson  the  Federal  Human 
Rights  Act. 

Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 

No  rights 
fori" 


Gays 


The  Liberal  Government  has  decided  to 
continue  to  allow  discrimination  againsl 
homosexuals.  All  hope  thai  it  mighi 
lislen  to  Ihe  representallves  of  gay 
people  went  down  thedrain  when  il 
defeated  an  amendment  to  add  sexual 
orientation  to  Ihe  prohibited  categories 
ol  discriminations  iheCanadian  Human 
Rights  Act. 

Uunng  the  debate,  however,  ihe 
government  did  announce  lhat  It  was 
reviewing  the  guidelines  lor  em- 
ployment of  homosexuals  in  the  public 
service. 

The  amendment  to  add  sexual  orien- 
tation was  proposed  by  Tory  MP  Gordon 
Falrweather,  bul  it  did  nol  have  the 
backing  of  the  Conservative  Party.  A 
similar  amendment  sponsored  by  Stuart 
Leggatl  on  behalf  of  the  NOP  did  nol 
come  to  a  vote  asa  result  Of  the  defeat  ol 
the  Fairweaiher  proposal. 

Once  ihe  Commitlee  has  gone 
through  the  entire  bill,  il  will  be  returned 
lo  the  lull  House  of  Commons  for  Ihird 
and  final  reading,  There  is  virtually  no 
prospect  of  amending  the  bill  at  lhat 
stage. 

"I'm  not  surprised  thai  the  amend- 
ment was  defeated,"  commented 
NGRC  spokesperson  David  Garmaise. 
"Thegovernmenl  throughout  this  debate 
hasn't  shown  any  sensitivity  or  sym- 
pathy for  the  plight  ol  its  homosexual 
minority." 

"By  refusing  to  include  sexual  orien- 
tation," he  said,  "the  government  Is  in  ef- 
fect condoning  and  permitting 
discrimination  against  homosexuals." 
The  debate  in  Committee  on  May  19 
was  lively,  sparked  by  the  case  ot  Bar- 
bara Thorn  borrow  who  has  been 
threatened  with  dismissal  from  the 
Canadian  Forces  because  of  her 
lesbianism  (see  accompanying  story). 

The  Thorn  borrow  case  prompted 
JusticeMlnlsterRonBasfordloclte 
national  security  as  a  reason  (or  leaving 
out  sexual  onenlat  ion  Until  then  he  had 
relied  solely  on  the  very  weak  argument 
that  the  legislation  should  be  restricted 
to  areas  where  precedents  already 
existed  in  other  provincial,  stale  or 
federal  jurisdictions  so  as  no  to  burden 
the  new  commission  unduly. 
j  In  the  linal  minutes  of  discussion,  Fair- 
!  weather  saidthatthecaseforthein- 
I  elusion  of  sexual  orientation  is  very 
clear,  that  the  Committee  had  received 
nui 


The  most  signif  leant  achievement  ol  the 
first  Manitoba  Gay  Conference  held  on 
May  7, 1977,  was  loset  up  a  permanent 
Manitoba  Gay  Coal  1 1  ion  (MGC). 

Composed  of  representatives  Irom  10 
organlzallonsattendingtheconlerence 
at  Ihe  University  ol  Manitoba  In  Win- 
nipeg, the  coalition  will  be  preparing 
proposals  for  the  National  Gay  Rights 
Coalition  which  will  be  mealing  in 
Saskatoon  en  July  1 

Si  nee  the  coalition  is  still  mils 
infancy,  many  questions  remain 
unanswered  Unlike  its  Ontario  counter- 
part, It  doesn't  have  a  program  as  yel,  nor 
does  if  have  highly  articulated  political 
views  But  these  will  developas  it  begins 
togrowandlocusltsenergy  However, 
the  gay  men  and  women  attending  Ihe 
conference  expressed  a  strong  desire  lor 
■  unilyand  sharing,  Ihe  crucial  bedrock  for 
I  Ihe  strength  of  any  coalition. 
!      Ninety  men  and  women  from  Win- 
nipeg, Brandon,  and  Thompson,  atten- 
i  ded  the  conference,  making  il  an  even 
I  larger  meeting  than  the  national  gay  con- 
1  ferencehe1dtherein1974 
|      The  conference  also  referred  to  Ihe 
coalition  the  establishment  of  a  planning 
committee  (or  a  community  centre  in 
Winnipeg. 

The  lOgroups  devoted  a  large  pari  ol 
the  conference  lo  discussing  Ihe  state  ol 
Ihe  Gay  movemenl  intheprovinceand 
exchanging  information  about  Iheir ac- 
tivities and  objectives. 

Forexample,  in  outlining  their 
program,  representatives  of  the  Win- 
nipeg Lesbian  Society  stressed  the  lm- 
porianceolLesblanaulonomy  The 
panel  said,  "We  have  10  gel  logether  on 
our  own.  Lesbian  women  are  very  close 
to  the  bottom  ot  the  power  structure,  Ac- 
cess to  power  comes  through  organizing 
autonomously. 

"We  seek  power  over  ourown  lives, 
nol  separatism.  Power  over  our  own  lives 
means  being  able  to  negotiateand  align 
with  Gay  men  on  our  own  terms." 

It  is  perhaps  Indicative  of  thegrowing 
strength  of  the  Gay  movement  in 
Manitoba  that  ihe  majority  ol  the  10 
groupsatlending  the  conierence  have 
been  lormed  within  Ihe  last  year 

TBP  will  carry  a  complete  report  on 
this  conference  in  its  next  issue. 

by  Walter  Davis  U 


Ministerwillnotbe 
"bludgeoned" 


Gay  A 


ice  Toward  Equality  (GATE) 
confronted  Justice  Minister 
Ron  Basford  in  his  home  riding  ol 
VancouverCenlre  at  a  noon-hour  public 
meeting  at  the  Vancouver  Public  Library, 
Friday,  April  29  The  topic  of  Basford's 
address  was  Bill  C-2S,  the  Human  Rights 
Act  now  belore  Parliament. 

Thelhemeot  GATE'S  participation  in 
the  meeting,  at  tended  by  over  one  hun- 
dred women,  was  Five  years  ol  inaction. 
In  the  1972  Federal  election, 
Basford  professed  general  ignorance  of 
issuesaf  feeling  gays  and  dally  relused 
losupport  fundamental  changes  in  the 
Criminal  Code.  The  meeting  proved  that 
nothing  much  has  changed. 

In  his  opening  remarks  In  the  Library 
speech  Basford  waxed  eloquent  about 
the  supposed  aim  and  effect  ol  Ihe 
Government's  bill  In  eliminating  "restrlc- 
iions  based  on  sex-stereotypes"  It 
became  obvious  during  the  question 
period,  however,  lhal  Basford's  musings 
about  out-lived  sex  roiesdid  nol  extend 
representations  calling  lor  the      to  the  treatment  ot  Gays,  even  though  he 


,  inclusion  of  ihe  term  and  that  il  they 
didn'ldoit  now,  Ihe  Act  wouldn't  I 
j  amended  agalnlor  many  years 
I  Fora  summary  ol  We  Committee's  at 


noted  thai  "prejudice  Isusually 
.irrational,  "and  lhat  "law  can  be  anellec-     I 
j  live  instrument  in  nudging  people  toward 
I  a  change  in  altitude."  Cabinet  ministers      | 
I  Continued  on  page  6 
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Ontario  Gays  and  the  election 


Canadian  gay  hberatlonisis.  A 
numbe<  of  usdon'l  believe  in  parliamentary  "democracy"  at  all.  and  thus  find  it 
hard  togel  excited  about  one  candidateor  another,  or  to  worry  about  whrch 
establishment  party  is  making  what  statements  about  gay  issues  today  or 
tomorrow  It's  naive  lobelieve  that  any  parly  will  seriously  push  a  gay  rights 
prof  ram  in  the  legislature,  lei  alone  set  about  creating  a  new  kind  ol  society  that 
wou Id  not  be  based  on  exploitation  and  inequality  bui  on  rea/democracy.rea' 
equaiily.reeNiberatlon. 

On  tneolher  hand,  thoseof  us  in  Oniarioare  faced  with  an  unnecessary  election 
called  solely  lor  political  expediency  —  onewhichihreatenstosendlheTorres 
'   back  toQueen's  Park  for  tour  more  years  of  corruption,  mismanagement,  andgay 
oppression 

These  are  the  Tories  who  fired  John  Damien  simply  because  he's  gay.  Who  have 
refused  Since  1969  toamendlhe  Human  Rights  Code  to  give  protections  to 
i    lesbiansand  gay  men.  Who  have  refused  even  to  meet  with  us  to  discuss  our 

demands.  Who  intend  to  keep  teaching  bigotry  in  Ontario  schoolsfthus 
I    encouraging  gay  sell-oppression).  Who  interfere  in  the  Human  Rights  Com- 
mission's deliberations  to  ensure  that  Damien'scomplaini  goes  nowhere.  Who 
encouragean  ever-widening  gap  between  the  salaries  ot  women  and  those  of  men 
(referring  to  women  as  members  only  of  a  "secondary"  work,  force).  Who  have 
I    initialed  and  implemented  the  cutbacks  scheme  which  puts  Ihesqueezeon 
education,  social  services,  healthcare  —  everything  but  corporate  profits.  Who 
haveenuncialed  the  law-and-order  rhetoric  of  recent  years,  mi  hated  Ihecrack- 
down  on  so-called  obscene  matterfincluding,  on  one  occasion,  this  newspaper), 
and  orchestrated  continuous  police  harassment  of  the  bars,  baths  and  parks. 

These  same  Tories  claim  that  ihey  are  in  the  forefront  ol  the  fight  for  gay  rights, 
and,  knowing  they  need  the  gay  vote  tosurvive  in  Toronto's  downtown  electoral 
ridings,  have  even  nominated  one  candidate  who  says  he  works  actively  forgays. 

The  problem  is  that  the  Tories  and  the  Liberals  are  both  the  parties  of  the 
oppressor  They  represent  big  business,  profiteers,  heterosexism.and 
institutionalized  prejudice  and  inequality  Jusi  look  at  their  record. 

Their  prolil-onented  society  cannot  function  without  all  these  things  —  the 
things  which,  in  the  end,  gay  liberation  has  to  eradicate.  So  that's  why  we  can't  rely 
on  individual  Liberals  or  Tories  whoseek  our  support  Margaret  Campbell  (Liberal, 
St.  George)  has  probably  doneas  much  as  any  individual  member  can  do  to 
publicize  and  suppon  gay  Issues.  For  that,  she  deserves  credit.  But  what  counts, 
finally,  Is  the  policy  oltheparTy,  and  wecan  be  sure  thai  Ihe  basic  interests  of  both 
these  parties  are  contrary  toours  as  gay  people  who  believe  In  gay  liberation. 
Liberation,  that  is,  that  goes  tar  beyond,  say.  more  and  better  lighted  bars. 

The  NDP  haven't  adopted  our  programs  eagerly  and  lully,  either  Theirentry  into 
the  gay  rights  area  is  proving  lobe  slow  and  clumsy.  Many  peopte  in  this  party  are 
just  as  heterosexlst  as  Ihose  in  the  olhers.  NDP  leaders  havea  lot  to  learn,  and 
oflen  we  must  question  their commilmenl  lo  our  interests.  It's  too  tempting  for  the 
NDP  to  be  compromised,  to  jump  In  bed  with  the  Tories  in  order  to  de-fuse  the 
socialist  bogeyperson  scare  which  Bill  Davis  is  using  as  his  number  one  elect  Ion 
weapon. 

But  the  election  is  of  some  use  togaypeople.lt  provides  us  with  an  unequalled 
opportunity  to  publicize  our  demands,  publicly  grill  the  candidates,  and  inject 
some  issues  into  ihlsissue-freeelection.  This  opport unity  isoniy  here  for  a  limited 
time,  and  Its  benelitsare  lost  If  gay  people  In  Ontario  can't  get  sufficiently 
organized  to  make  a  significant  Impression  on  the  candidates  and  on  the  public 
consciousness. 

Of  particular  interest  lo  gays  in  this  election  is  the  campaign  of  lesbian-feminist 
Therese  Faubert.  running  in  Brampton  as  an  independent  on  behallof  the  League 
lor  Socialist  Action,  up  against  Big  Bill  Davis  himself  Fauberl  has  been  active  in 
(he  gay  movement  lor  some  timeand  Intends  to  use  her  candidacy  to  publicize 
gay  as  well  as  lesbian-leminisi  and  socialist  issues.  The  contrast  with  our  double- 
talking  premier  should  be  sinking. 

All  in  all,  though,  wewish  toencouragean  NDP  vole  for  three  reasons.  They  are 
Iheonly  viable  party  which  in  any  way  represents  the  interests  ol  ordinary  working 
people.  They  are  the  only  parly  to  suppon  some  of  our  work  on  a  principled  basis, 
and  to  offerany  potential  lor  rea/support  lor  gay  people.  And  finally,  they  are  the 
only  party  which  could  defeat  our  main  enemies,  the  Tories 

We  believe  it  would  bea  mistake  to  give  the  Tories  tourmore  years  lostampall 
over  gay  people  in  Ontario.  Theopposition  should  not  bedivided.  This  timevoteNDP 


Sexist  analogy 

Christopher  Isherwood's  quoting 
Brechtsstalement(rBP,32j  that  "the 
cunl  Is  the  goldmine  of  Ihe  poor"  in 
relerencetomale(and  female) 
prostitutes  is  as  lunny  and  apt  as 
Norman  Mailer's  quollng  Voltaire's 
comment  aboul  gay  male  brothels  in 
reference  lo  screen  wrilers. 

Isherwood  used  the  same  sexist 
analogy  in  Iront  of  the  1975  Modern 
Language  Association  gathering  and 
was  soundly  booed  by  Ihe  audience.  Ob- 
viously, he  hasn't  learned  much  in  two 
years  about  sexism. 

Hopefully  Isherwood  will  drop  that  line 
from  his  repertoire,  lor  it's  that  kind  of 
remark  that  makes  lesbians  and 
lemmisls  leery  ol  Christopher  and  his 
kind. 
KariaJay 
New  York 

Good  work 

We  find  TBP  lo  be  one  of  the  beslgay 
papers  we've  seen,  it  is  by  fa/  the  most 
political  gay  publication  and  ireats 
lesbianissues  with  Ihe  most 
seriousness  and  commiiment  of  any 
we've  had  access  to.  Keepup  the  good 

Karen,  for  Spread  the  Word  Distribution 
Amherst,  Mass 
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Educale  the  judge 

i  In  "Custody  Rights  for  Lesbian  Mothers'' 

.  {TBP,  33)  Chris  Bearchell  makes  a  con- 
structive contribution  toward  the 

I  development  ofastrategy  on  child 
custody  rights. 

I      But  I  think  it  would  be  pertinent  loask 
why  these  cases  cannot  be  entirely 
public  since  it  is  this  aspect  which 
disturbs  many  gay  liberationists. 

The  main  reason  I  have  heard,  from 
lesbian  mothers  involved  in  custody 
cases.  Is  this:  it  might  endanger  a 
lesbian's  chances  of  success  if  she 
became  involved  in.  or  even  associated 
with,  public  action  aimed  at  pressuring  a 
judge  not  toconsider adversely  the 
mother's  lesbianism  in  his/her  decision. 

And  this  applies  to  cases  where  (he 
mother  openly  admits  her  lesbianism. 
I'm  told  that  if  a  lesbian  mother  par- 
licipatesal  demonstrations  or  ad- 
dresses a  public  meeting  or  even  allows 
her  name  to  be  used  at  a  rally,  the  judge 
might  very  well  conclude  that  the 
child(ren)wouldn'tbebtoughtupinalit 
environment  should  she  be  awarded 
custody  Thissoundsincredible.yetl 
believe  it  is  true. 

Another  aspect  ol  i  his  problem: 
judges,  like  almost  every  one  else,  have 
lo  be  cured  ol  ihe  notion  [hat  there  is 
something  wrong  with  lesbianism,  thai  a 
lesbian  might  not  make  a  good  mother 


hef  children  (not  that  there  is  anything 
wrong  wilh  that,  of  course). 
All  ol  which  leads  me  loask  why  the 
it  does  n'  t  consider  as  a 
strategy  a  special  program  to  try  to 
educate  ihe  ludges  who  handle  custody 
casesaboutthelruelacts  of  lesbianism 
and  the  real  issues  involved  in  these 
custody  cases.  These  judges  arereadlly 
idenliflable  persons,  wilh  names. ad- 
dresses and  offices.  They  even  have 
meetings  and  conferences  where  we 
might  get  to  speak.  I  think  it  is  something 


Gaysand  children 

J  Thank  you.  Chris  Bearchell.  forbringing 
|  uptheimporianttopicof lesbian 
]  mothers.  Itliberalionisthecreationola 
|  new  culture,  then  the  concerns  of  lesbian 
I  molhersmust belheconcernsof allgay 
men  and  women,  so  lhat  lesbian  mothers 
who  want  their  children  toexperience  an" 
environment  freeof  sexist  rotes  will  have 
some  place  to  turn.  Gay  men  should  be 
ready  todevote  themselves  to  spending 
time  with  children. 

This  need  presents  other  problems  to 
bedeall  wilh:  how  many  gay  men  feel 
confident  enough  to  put  themselves  in  a 
!  position  where  they  are  looked  to  lor  un- 
1  conditional  love,  moral  guidance,  and 
1  patientaffeclion?Howmanycan 
respond  to  children's  needs  for  rational 
authori ty  and  simultaneously  respecl 
and  encourage  the  children's  autonomy? 
How  many  can  think  of  being  with 
j  children  as  an  Integral  part  of  Iheirown 
!  living,  rather  lhan  as  a  distracting  chore? 
j      All  these  capacities  In  human 
I  relationships  have  great  significance  In 
I  adult  relationships  too,  bul  wilhadults  a 
correspondence  of  illusion  and  an 
operational  "getting  along"  can  seem  to 
i  exempt  these  needs,  al  least  on  ihe  sur- 
face. With  children  it  isn't  so  easy.  Those 
j  of  us  who  shy  away  from  children  would 
j  dowelllostartquestioningour 
,  capacities  in  these  areas,  even  wilh  our 
■  adult  companions,  and  siart  putting  our 
I  energies  where  we  will  become  able  to 
create  a  liberated  culture. 
Bill  Holloway 
Toronto 

Too  easy 

Regarding  Robert  Wallace's  review  of 
I  Love  You  Baby  Blue2(TBP,  33). 

Mr.  Wallace  seems  lo  have  stepped  in- 
toachildssandboxexpeclingioflndlhe 
I   complete  works  of  Shakespeare  Baby 
|   8/ue2isonlyaheterotoy  —  it  doesn't 
|   pretend  to  be  anything  other  than  a  very 
i   slick  and  visually  oriented  plaything.  So 
tocall  it  down  for  its  sexist  premise  isex- 
tremelylacile.  because  the  premise  is  so 
1  obvious.  Mr.  Wallace  should  save  his 
political  rhetoric  for  theatre  which  mat- 
ters and  which  has  something  to  offer.  A 
I   piece  of  fluff  like  Baby  Blue  2seems  too 
easy  a  target  forhis  zealous 
condemnation. 
j   BillChesney 
Toronto 

Neither  genius  not  freak 

Thankyouforthefinearticleaboutme 
("Portrait  ol  a  Country  Craltsperson," 
rap,  33).  It's  the  first  time  that  I  have  read 
something  about  myself  and  felt  that  it 
was  "right"  instead  of  having  to  wade 
around  sentimentality  or  irrelevant 
picturesqueness.  I'm  neither  a  genius 
nora  freak,  as  most  journalists  so  often 
make  their  subjects  into;  just  a  person 
determined  to  make  life  worth  living.  I 
think  that  you  caught  that. 
GerBrenderaBrandls 
Carlisle,  Ontario 

Defensive  strutting 

We  are  writing  this  letter  in  response  lo 
Andrew  Hodges'  article,  "OividedWe 
Stand."  Like  Pal  Leslie,  we  think  that  the 
relations  between  lesbian  women  and 
gay  men  is  Ihe  important  strategic 
question,  and  shouldn't  be  relegated  to 
one 'provocative' arlicleevery  six 
monthsand  the 'letters' column. 

Hodge's  article  stands  out  for  its 
slrong  recognition  of  the  need  for 
lesbian  aulonomy.  Yet,  to  Ihe  extent  that 
he  fails  to  see  the  dependence  of  gay 
men  on  the  siruggieol  lesbians  against 
heterosexual ily,  he  gets  lost  In  a  mire  of 
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sexuality  is  shaped  by  the  service  work 
we  are  e- peeled  lo  do  lor  men  and 
children,  out  of  love.'  It  oanythingbut  a 
"free  zone"  that  we  can  deter- 
mine at  will  We  and  "straight" 
women  everywhere  are  defying  that 
heterosexual  discipline  when  we  reluse 
to  be  sexually  on  call  lor  free  to  men, 
whether  in  Ihe  workplace,  Ihe  streets,  or 
athome  Thatmakesil  posslblelorgay 
mentolightthesamediscipllneby 
refusing  fne/nradilional  work  as  male 
provider,  and  the  sex  uali  ly  tied  to  i  t ,  as 
our  "foremen". 

When  Hodges  tries  to  rescue  sex  from 
"exploitation,"  he  misses  Ihe  fundamen- 
tal point.  In  this  society,  the  Iwoare 
synonymous  Farfromgivingallsexa 
"bad  name  ".prostitute  women  break 
this  link  between  sex  and  "exploitation" 
by  demanding  money  for  aservice  which 
is  supposed  to  be  Iree  and  "private." 
Where  would  gay  men  be  it  millions  Of 
women  hadnoi  demanded  money  in  our 
own  right,  regardless  ol  whether  we 
sleep  with  men?  II  women  had  not  fought 
so  massively  against  our  economic 
dependence  on  men,  many  more  gay 
men  would  be  lied  lolhe 'closet,' bread- 
winning  for  their  families  their  mothers, 
wives  and  children. 

Weknow,  as  women,  that  coming  out' 
hasn't  guaranteed  us  'great  sex'  or 
freedom  from  relationships  mangled  by 
our  continuing  lack  of  llmeand  money. 
That's  why  wain  Wages  Due  Lesbians 
are  fighting  to  be  paid  for  all  our  work.  In 
and  outside  the  home.  Having  money  will 
meanwecanaffordlocomeoutlnour 
millions  with  the  power  to  redeline  the 
kindofsexualily  we  want,  both  public 
and  private. 

Until  we  are  economically  indepen- 
dent, gay  men  will  still  be  chained  lotheir 
work  as  male  providers  Noone's 
sexuality  will  befree,  until  women  have 
the  money  to  smash  our 'natural 
definition  as  sexual  slaves'  lo  men,  and 
the  "strident,  aggressive"  sexuality  ol 
the  men  who  are  our  masters. 

This  Is  why  lesbian  women  must 
organize  autonomously.  Otherwise  gay 
men  will  continue  to  run  the  gay 
movement,  because  of  theirgrealet ac- 
cess to  money  and  power,  keeping 
lesbian  women  as  the  subservient 
housewives  of  the  movement.  When  we 
don't  put  our  needs  for  money  and  power 
first,  ihe  gay  men  become  pimps' In 
relation  to  us.  For,  as  Hodges  says,  our 
presence  In  the  gay  movement  is  used  lo 
legitimize  gay  men  in  orderto  attract 
othermen.Ourstrugglesfor  child 
custody,  higher  wages,  and  against  our 
isolation  Irom  other  women,  will  be  lost 
in  the'tights  of  gay  people'  —  always 
defined  and  controlled  by  ihe  men  —  or 
relegated  to  the 'Dykes'  column  on  page 
15. 

Hodges  himself  givesaperlect  exam- 
ple of  what  happens  when  gay  men  fail  to 
see  any  power  (or  themselves  in  lesbian 
autonomy.  They  are  reduced  lo  idle 
boasting  about  their  super  sexuality. 
We've  already  rejected  that  same  defen- 
sive strutting  from  the  lesbian 
separatists.  Amazons  or  Adonises,  we 
realize  our  power  is  not  buill  by  isolating 
ourselves  in  Dyke'  or  'laggol  "nations.1 

We're  sure  James  Eilers  speaks  for 
many  men  in  writing,  "I  somelimes  feel 
quite  mad  because  I  don't  know  why  my 
gay  brothers  can  continue  through  their 
lifetimes  lobe  satisfied  with  so  little." 
We  in  the  Wages  for  Housework  cam- 
paign can  see  our  power  lies  instead  in 
the  enormous  numbers  of  us  who  are 
fighting  to  reclaim  our  lime,  energy  and 
sexuality,  and  refusing  to  be  satisfied 
with  "so  little." 
Dorothy  Kidd 
Wages  Due  Lesbians 
Toronto 


OurMistake 
Twoot  the  photos  on  page  4  of  TBP, 
32,  credited  to  Neil  Richards,  were  ac- 
tually taken  and  contributed  by 
George  Kyle.  The  Collective  thanks 
both  Neil  and  George  for  the  photos. 

The  correct  name  of  the  President 
of  Trent  University  is  Tom  Nlnd,  not 
Hind,  as  reported  in  the  story  on 
Peterborough  {TBP,  33,  page  5) 

And  we  wish  to  credit  Lyn  Johnston 
for  two  photos  {TBP,  33,  page  5)  taken 
at  the  Three  of  Cups  Cof  leehouse. 
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Michael  Silverslein  (I)  was  gay 
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Who  gets  the  kids? 

by  Chris  MacNauqhton 


12 


When  a  marriage  goes  on  the  rocks,  the  children  are  often  bitterly 
fought  over.  When  the  mother  is  a  lesbian,  the  case  can  become  a 
nightmare  of  heartbreak  and  ludicial  bigotry.  A  young  lawyer  traces 
the  history  of  lesbian  custody  cases  in  Canada. 
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The  BP  Review  Section 
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Quebec's  gay  playwright  Michel  Tremblay  tackles  a  helero  love 
story  in  his  latest  film  and  finds  a  metaphor  lor  the  new  Quebec; 
Graham  Jackson  reflects  on  the  gay  male  image  in  ballet  over  the 
last  Toronto  season;  and  The  Amazon  of  Letters  provides  an  "ac- 
curate, readable"  picture  of  the  life  and  loves  of  Natalie  Barney 
Lots  more  loo! 


In  the  News 

Canada  this  month 


Private  Thornborrow 1 

is  a  lesbian  in  the  Canadian  army.  And  she's  gone  public  to  prove 
she's  been  the  victim  of  harassment  and  homophobia.  A  report  on 
the  developing  military  scandal. 

Ontario  Election 4 

The  gay  vote  counts  as  never  before  as  candidates  in  Ontario's  gay 

riding  woo  prospective  volers  in  the  heart  ol  Toronto's  gay  ghetto. 

Reports  Irom  across  the  province  as  gay  organizations  confront 

the  candidates  on  the  question  of  civil  rig  his 
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Ontario 

Candidates  from  every  parly  declare  themselves  for  Gay  rights 

Race  is  on  for  Gay  votes^ 


Bill's  boys  kill 

Marg'sbill 


Onlario 


in  June  9  In  the  minds  ol  the 
Gay  people  In  the  provmceGay  concerns 
wifldominate  this  costly  andun- 
necessary  e  lee  1 1  on . 

Thlscampaign  is  providing  an  ex- 
cellent opportunity  tobring    Gay 
demands  belore  the  people  of  Ontario. 
The  ligh!  lor  the  reinstatement  olJohn 
Damien  has  emphasized  trie  necessity  of 
an  amendment  to  the  Human  flights 
Code,  Ihe  locus  ol  the  Gay  civil  rights 
'  struggle  here. 

Perhaps  because  there  are  few  issues 
of  broad  interest,  various  candidates 
,  tromall  parties  have  indicated  support 
lor  Gay  rig  his 

In  ims  election  more  than  in  any 
previous  one  Gay  Ontarions  will  nave  a 
chance  toeiamme  the  posilionsottne 
j  various  parties  and  their  candidates  on 
the  issues  of  Gay  liberation.  The  greater 
i  vislbililyandmllitancyof  Gays  has 
meant  lhai  Ihe  Gay  vote  will  be  con- 
I  sidered  critical  In  some  inner clly  ridings. 
|  particularly  Toronto-Si  George  where 
candidates  are  vigorously  soliciling Gay 
votes,  In  the  words  of  one  Liberal  parly 
I  worker:  "Gay  rights  is  an  urban  issue. 
|  Youwon'lhearSluartSmithlalking 
I  aboutsexuatonentationout  in  Perth" 
j      TheCoalltion  lor  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario 
I  (CGRO)  is  co-ordinating  the  movement's 
,  activities  throughout  the  province.  It's 

strategy  Is  evident  in  its  slogan,  "Vote  lor 
.  Gay  Rights.  Vole  Against  the  Tones." 

TheCoalltion  has  adopted  threedeman- 
|  demands  for  this  election: 
1  1)  The  Immediate  reinstatement  olJohn 

j  2(Theaddition  of  "sexual  orientation  to 
!  IheOntarioMumanRlghlsCode. 
3)  Equality  tor  Gay  people  In  the  schools. 
Before  they  go  lo  t  he  polls,  Gay  voters 
will  be  comparing  the  position  of  each 
candidate  with  the  position  ol  his/her 
party.  Given  ihe  Conservative  gover- 
governmenl's  record  of  discrimination 
agalnslGaypeople.it  will  be  difficult  to 
support  individual  Tories  who  claim  to 
favour  Gay  rights. 

The  position  ol  the  Ontario  Liberals  is 
proving  harder  to  assess  The  hard  work 


ol  Margaret  Campbell  <Sl.  Georg 
'  behaitol  Gays  contrasts  with  the  lack  of 

substantive  statements  by  the  Liberal 
1  leaderorapubiishedpartypositionon 
Gay  rights 
Only  Ihe  New  Democratic  Party  has 
I  adoptedanacceptableposition  At  last 
1  year's  NDP  convent  ion  inToronto,  the  el- 
lortsof  the  NOP  Gay  Caucus  resulted  in 
the  passageof  a  resolution  calling  for  the 
inclusion  of  sexual  orientation  in  Ihe 
Human  Rights  Code.  NDP  candidates, 
unlike  Iheir  Liberal  and  Tory  opponents, 
can  reler  to  a  positive  position  laken  by 
'  5  party  _ 


Lesbian  feminist 
takes  on  Big  Bill 

ThereseFaubertisa  Lesbian,  feminist, 
socialist,  Franco-Ontarion,  andanex- 
pectant  mother.  She  Is  challenging 
PremlerWilliam  Davis  in  his  suburban 
Brampton  ridingon  behalf  ot  the  League 
lor  Socialist  Act  ion.  The  issues  she  in- 
tends lo  raise?  Unemployment,  inflation, 
cutbacks  in  social  services  and  Gay 
rights. 

Sheisusing  the  campaign  to  publicize 


s  —  thedlsmissalolJohn 
Oamlenand  his  tight  lor  reinstatement, 
the  inclusion  ot  sexual  orientation  in  the 
Human  Rights  Code,  and  police 
harrassment  and  entrapment  of  Gays.  As 
an  expectant  mother  she  will  alsobe 
pointing  out  the  struggled  Lesbian 
mothers  lo  gain  custody  of  their  children. 
Faubert  is  a  kindergarten  teacher.  And 
since  the  Toronto  Slat  has  reported  on 
her "  Gay  activi  st "  candidacy  she  has 
become  widely  known  as  a  Lesbian 
around  the  school.  The  reaction  has  been 
mixed;'  some  people  have  come  witha 
genuine  interest  in  talking  about  my 
Gayness.  others  discuss  the  campaign 
but  avoid  any  mention  of  my  being 
Lesbian.  The  principal  has  said  nothing 
so  far."  Nothing  said,  but  thewheelsare 
in  motion  Therese  will  be  unemployed 
come  June.  Herschool  thought  her 
request  for  maternity  leave  was  "inap- 

Therese  came  out  to  her  family  about 
five  years  ago.  Her  parents  haveaccep- 
ledheras  a  Lesbian  and  a  socialist,  but 
are  finding  Iheir  understanding  tested  to 
its  limits  as  her  sexual  politics  become 

Like  the  RMG.  the  LSA  is  calling  for 
an  NDP  victory  in  the  election.  They 
recognize  that  socialist  groups  can  use 
the  campaign  only  as  an  opportunity  to 
confronl  Ihe  abuses  of  the  Big  Blue 
Machine. 

RMG  cites  gay  plank 

Barry  Weisleder  of  Ihe  Revolutionary 
Marxist  Group  (RMG)  will  be  running 
a  campaign  that  will  locus  on  growing 
unemployment,  rising  inflation,  attacks 
on  ihe  rights  of  women,  disregard  for  Ihe 
welfare  ol  Native  Peopleand Gay 
liberation. 

An  unemployed  leacher  running  In 
Toronto- Fllverdate,  Weisleder  will  cite 
the  Gay  movement's  challenge  to  "the 
rigidly  delined  sex  roles  of  capitalist 
society." 

Realizing  that  Ihe  NDP  is  theonly  real 
political  alternative  lhat  can  pose  a 
working  class  challenge  tothe Tories, 
the  RMG  is  calling  for  theelectlonol  an 
NDP  government. 


The  Tories'  Big  Blue  Machine  was  tried  tor 
"willlul  neglect  and  gross  violation  ot  the 
rights  ol  Gay  people." 
Hare,  Diana  Oyke  gains  the  noHoc-lrlendfy 
ear  of  the  presiding  "lustlce."  The  en- 
thusiastic crowd  brought  in  a  roaring  verdict 
of  guilty! 


4/ Body  Politic 


The  CGRO  election  campaign  moved  into 
high  gear  with  a  demonstration  and  rally  in 
Toronio  on  Saturday,  May  21.  An  enthusiastic 
ctowdolt  DO  people  marched  from  Allan  Gar- 
dens through  the  city's  crowded  downtown 
business  section  to  Nathan  Phillips  Square  31 
City  Hall. 

Al  Ihe  rally,  coordinator  Tom  Warner 
presented  IheCGRO  election  demands  and 
urged  those  in  a  t tendance  to  "Vole  tor  Gay 
rights;  vole  against  Ihe  Tories."  Margaret 
CampbelKl  —  Si.  Georgelsnd  h*r  HOP  op- 
ponent  Lukln  Robinson  campaigned  In  the 
crowd  during  Ihe  rally. 


The  opposition  of  at  least  20  Progressive 
Conservative  MPP's  ensured  lhat 
Margaret  Campbell's  second  attempt  lo 
amend  the  Ontario  Human  Righls  Code 
did  not  come  to  a  vote  in  the  Legislature, 

Ms  Campbell's  Bill  16,  toinclude 
sexual  orientation  In  the  Code,  was 
discussed  in  the  private  members'  hour 
on  April  28  New  rules  governing  these 
bills  stipulate  that  they  will  come  toa 
vote  unless  there  are  20 or  more  mem- 
bers who  rise  and  ob|ect .  In  what  ap- 
peared lobeaTory  assault  on  thisat tem- 
pt to  put  protect  ion  for  Gays  in  the  Code, 
at  least  20  PC's,  including  Cabinet 
M 1  nisters  Margaret  Scrivener  (St. 
Davidsi,  Margaret  Birch  (Scarborough 
Easl),  and  John  MacBelh  (Humbert  rose 
when  the  Deputy  Speaker  called  lor  Ihe 
opinion  ol  the  Legislature  on  Ihe  matter. 
Acomparison  of  the  debate  with  that 
of  May  6. 1976  (when  Campbell's  first 
resolution  on  the  flights  Code  was 
presentedjindicatesthatitwasarerunin 
some  respects,  wiih  many  ol  the  same 
people  speaking.  Larry  Grossman 
revealed  with  disgust  lhal  Ihese  debates 
were  indexed  by  Hansard  under  "Deviant 
Persons." 

Gay  rights  has  been  aconcern  of  Ms 
Campbell's  lor  some  time,  in  recognition 
of  Ihe  large  Gay  population  ol  her  down- 
town Toronto(Sl.  George)  riding.  She  in- 
troduced this  bill,  obviously  designed  to 
appeal  to  these  Gay  voters,  with  a  plea 
tor  the  protection  of  all  citizens,  while 
admitting  that  "(here  are  still  no  teeth  In 
the  Human  Righls  Code."  She  spoke  of 
the  need  lor|obsecurity,  a  clear 
reference  to  John  Damlen.  Campbell 
also  claimed  that  she  had  Ihe  support  of 
the  Liberal  caucus  in  presenting  this 
private  members  bill. 

The  principal  NDP  speaker  on  the 
Issue,  Gill  Sandeman  (Peterborough) 
supported  theamendmenl  with 
arguments  drawn  from  Ihe  gay 
movemenl  itself. 

The  fact  that  she  was  even  awareof 
them  and  was  willing  tocite  them 
is  evidence  ot  the  impacl  the  movement 
has  had  on  the  NDP.  Sandeman  pointed 
to  thediscrimination  that  Gays  have 
faced  in  securing  housing  at  York 
University,  or  public  service  advertising 
ontheCBC.Shealso  noted  that  Toronto, 
Ottawa  and  Windsor  have  prohibited 
discrimination  against  civic  employees. 

A  number  ol  other  MPP's  voiced 
qualified  support,  citing  iheir  fear  of  the 
contact  of  homosexuals  with  children  in 
the  schools.  John  Sweeney  [Lib  Klt- 
chener-Wilmot),  tor  example,  in 
choosing  between  protection  of  Gay  civil 
rights  and  the  maintenanceof  the  sexual 
norms  of  society,  decided  that  "our 
childrenandouradolescentshaveto 
take  precedence  in  this  matter." 
I       Inopposing  thisamendment,  John 
,  Williams  (PCOriole)  retreated  behind  the 
review  of  the  Code  being  conducted  by 
the  Human  Rights  Commission.  His 
primitive  remarks  about  Gay  sand  his 
,  reliance,  for  information,  on  a  trusted 
1973  issue  of  the  American  Journal  of 
Psychotherapy  Indicated  that  he  will  not 
be  seeking  the  Gay  voteonJuneg. 

PC  candidate 
states  Code  change 
on  the  way 

St  George  PC  candidate  Frank  Vasilkioti 
told  Gays  at  an  ali-candidales  meeting 
that  the  Review  Board  studying  revisions 
to  the  Ontario  Human  flights  Code  will 
be  recommending  inclusion  of  "sexual 
orientation." 

The  meeting  was  held  at  David's,  a  gay 
disco  In  the  riding. 

Vasilkioti  added  that  the  announ- 
cement would  be  made  June  20. 

Jim  Fulton  ot  the  Human  Rights 
Commission  refused  tocomment  on  this 

,  information,  saying  that  he  did  not  know 
where  Vasllkioli  might  have  got  the  in- 

I  formation.  He  also  relused  to  say  when 
the  report  might  be  made  public.  He 
noted  further  that  ihe  report  would  go  fir- 
st to  theCabinet  and  to  the  government 

I  caucus  for  review.  D 

June 
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Response  up  to  CG  RO  demands 

Thifddemand  meets  opposition  from  many 


St.  George 


Ollhe  125  contests  makmg  up  the 
current  Ontario  general  election,  the 
most  Interesting  toGays  has  to  be  Ihe 
three-way  light  lor  St  George  riding, 
home  of  Toronto's  Gay  ghetto.  Liberal  In- 
cumbent Margaret  Campbell,  New 
Democrate  Lukin  Robinson,  and 
Progressive  Conservative  Rank 
Vasilklollareall  hustling  tor  gay  voles  in 
what  looks  like  a  close  race. 

Campbell  Is  funning  on  her  personal 
record  in  the  legislature  and  in  the  com- 
munity. A  teat  let  reminds  Gays  that  she 
has  twice  sponsored  moves  In  the 

ilature  to  have  the  Human  Rights 
Codeamended  to  protect  them.  Also 
mentioned  Is  her  public  support  lor  the 
Damien  case  and  Iheopenlng  or  the 
Church  Street  Community  Cent  re  to  Ihe 
Gay  community. 

Campbell  states  il  is  Liberal  Party 
policy  to  protect  Gay  rights  through  an 
amendment  to  Ihe  Human  Rights  Code, 

Robinson  stands  on  his  party's  policy. 
The  NOP  last  year  adopted  amendment 
of  the  Human  Rights  Code  to  protect 
gays  as  an  official  position.  Robinson 
has  spoken  at  two  Damien  ralliesand 
says  Damien  will  be  reinstated  II  an  NDP 


|  government  iselected. 
I      Vasilkioli,  handicapped  by  his  party's 
longstanding  hostility  towards  Gays,  is 
stressing  his  personal  contributions  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Gay  community.  Cam- 
paign literature  circulated  in  the  bars  and 
elsewhere  cites  advice  given  to  the 
Committee  to  Oetend  John  Damien. 
Vasilkioti  claims  Id  have  helped  obtain 
government  funding  to  keep  Hassle-Free 
Cllnicopen.  The  clinic  provides  VD  tests 
I  in  the  city's  gay  baths.  He  also  says  he 
>  solicited  Input  lolheatlorney  general's 
office  from  Ihe  gay  community  on  the 
Family  Law  Reform  Act, 
Vasilklotl's  vigorous  campaign  has 
i  causedasliramong  Gays  because  he 
I  seems  lobe  running  against  his  own  par- 
I  ty.and  because  several  well-known 
I  members  of  iheCommunityHomophlle 
Association  of  Toronto  have  been  cam- 
i  paigningopenlyforhim.lt  is  the  Tory 
|  record  on  gay  rights  which  has  led  Ihe 
I  Coalition  (or  Gay  Rights  in  Ontario.com- 
!  posed ol  170nlanogroups.  loadopl  as 
I  its eleclion slogan.  "Vote  lorGay 
1  Rights  —  vote  against  the  Tories." 
,     Vasilkioti  seems  lohave  a  long  way  to 
go  to  win  over  the  gay  community.  An  ail 
;  candidates  meeting,  sponsored  by 
Chatsworth  Charitable  Foundation,  and 


held  in  David's,  a  downtown 
discotheque,  was  markedly  cool,  even 
hostile.  10  iheTory  candidate  The  more 
than  one  hundred  gay  s  in  attendance 
seemed  to  look  favourably  on  bolhCam- 
pbeil  and  Robinson,  perhaps  giving 
Campbell asllghi  edge  Many 
questioners  were  able  t  o  ci  te  ant  i-gay 
statements  oraciions  by  prominent 
members  ot  the  Progressive  Conser- 
vative party 

i      Evaluating  the  race  tor  Ihe  gay  vote  in 
St  George,  CGRO  spokesperson  Tom 
I  Warner  says:  "There  is  already  a  winner 
j  mStGeorge  —  the  gay  people  of  On- 
I  tar  io.  Alter  seven  years  ot  pushing  Ihe 
case  lor  our  rights.  It  is  good  tosee  that 
it's  becoming  a  public  issue." 

St.  And rew-St.  Patrick 

l  Toryincumbenll_arryGrossman(St  An- 
!  drew-StPatrick)spokemlavourotMs 
'  Campbell's  bill  on  April  29  Hesaidthat 
Gay  people  deserved  Ihesame  protec- 
I  tiontheCode grants toothercilizens. 
His  tears  regarding  Gays  in  schools 
detracted  somewhat  Irom  his  support  of 
the  bill,  however. 

NDPcandidate  Barbara  Beardsley 
|  supports  all  three  of  the  CGROdemands 
|  Along-time  advocate  of  civil  rights,  she 

seesa  need  lor  a  complete  revision  of 
i  sex  education  programmes  in  Ontario's 
schools;  one  which  would  Include  the  In- 
troduction of  a  fair  treatment  ol 
.  homosexuality. 

!      Liberal  Ed  Clarke,  also  a  civil  rights  ac- 
!  tivist.  supports  the  flrsttwo  CGRO 
I  demands  and  the  third  with  some  reser- 
vations. He'd  like  to  see  it  Included  in  a 
general  review  of  sex  education 
programmes. 


Scarborough  North 

In  the  suburban  riding  ol  Scarborough 
North, Conservative  Education  Minister 
Thomas  Wells  is  being  opposed  by  Frank 
Lowry,  a  member  ol  the  NDP  Gay 

1  Caucus  Lowry,  a  law  student  at  the 
University  of  Toronto,  will  raise  the  issue 
ol  minority  concerns  In  Ihe  campaign, 
Wells,  as  Minister  ol  Education,  has 

|  refused  to  accept  responsibility  for 

I  inadequatesex  education  programmes. 
He  says  the  Inclusion  of  homosexuality 
In  courses  In  Ihe  responsibility  of  in- 
dividual boards  ot  education 

I      Lowry  supports  all  threeCGRO 
demands,  including  thedevelopmenlol 
proper  sex  education  programmes  In  Ihe 

1  schools.  Despite  his  feeling  that  the 
Human  Rights  Code  has  little  power  to 
actually  prevent  discrimination,  he  feels 

1  Ihat  Gays  deserve  the  token  protection 

I  that  other  minorities  receive. 

Mississauga 

Gays  lor  Equality  Mlssissauga  has  asked 
in  three  Mississauga  ridings  for  com- 
ment on  the  CGRO  election  demands. 
Mississauga  is  acommunity  near 

The  response  has  been  lavourable 
from  those  who  look  the  trouble  to  reply, 
Nell  Davis,  a  teacher  running  lor  the  NDP 
in  Mississauga  East,  has  Indicated  that 
he  can  support  all  Ihree  demands  with  no 
difficulty.  Fellow  NDP'er  David  Busby, 
running  in  Mississauga  North,  also  sup- 
ports the  llrst  two  demands 
unequivocally.  In  the  case  of  education 
about  Gays  in  the  schools,  Busby  said  he 
hoped  that  proper  programmes  could  be 
introduced  in  such  a  way  as  toavold  con- 
troversy. He  would  like  such  program- 
mes to  be  supportive  ol  Gay  people. 

Liberal  AILaRocheiie,  a  Customs  em- 
ployee running  In  Mississauga  North, 
favours  both  sexual  orientation  in  the 
code,  and  Ihe  immediate  reinstatement 
of  John  Damien.  However,  he  could  not 
support  CGRO's  education  demand 
without  having  this  more  cleaity  defined. 
The  basis  for  his  position  on  gay  rights  Is 
that  he"belleves  In  human  rights  tor  all 
minorities." 

Terry  Jones,  the  PC  candidate  In 
Mississauga  North,  supports  the  first 
demand  but  doesn't  leel  qualified  to 
comment  on  the  Damien  case  until  the 
courts  reach  a  decision.  He  also  feels 
that  homosexuality  should  be  a  part  ot 
sex  education  courses  though  not  a 
major  thrust  of  such  programmes. 

Mississauga  has  long  been  aTory 
stronghold. 
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an  NDPgovernmenl  would  amend  Hie  Code  la 
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Th«  John  Damltn  Case 


ollhe  Commit 
ol  Carmen's 


The  Consumer  and  Commercial  Helal  ions  mini rvlry, 
under  cabinet  min  isler  Sidney  Hand leman,  l»ed 
John  Damien  and  is  no™  using  govern menl  money  Io 
underwrite  idelegalcosiso' IrieindniduaisOeinQ 
sued  by  Damien  lor  wrongful  dismissal 

Cabi  rwi  mi  nis  I  er  Bel  te  Stephenson  1 1  legell  y  ordered 
irwOniana  Human  Rigms  Commissi  on  to  r»|  eel 
Damien  s  request  lor  an  imrosligallonothi* 
dismissal 
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^We  deliver 


Cannelloni 

Veal  Oisnes 

Chidien 

Hero  Sandwiches 


Try  our  unique 
Sicilian  pizza 


236  Davenport  Road 

(Just  West  or  Avenue  Road) 

Toronto 


929-3311 


dad  Day 


10am-6pmMTWsSai 
10am-9pmThurs&Fri 
Phone  (41 6)  961 -4 161 

4  Collier  Street  (at  Yonge),  Toronto 
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Metropolitan 

Community  Church 

ol  Toronto 


Worship  Services:  Offices/ Drop-In 

Sundays  at  8  pm  Centre 

Holy  Trinity  Church  29  Granby  Street 

10  Trinity  Square  Open  evenings 

7-12  pm 

Church  Distress  Line 

364-9799  364-9835 

Teaching  God's  Love  for  You 


A  better  face  or  body... 

Remove  unwanted  hair  permanently  from  cheeks, 

brows,  hairline,  body,  etc.  in  private. 

Safe  certified  method  with  positive  results. 

Facialsalso. 

And  now,  body  hair  bleached  for  summer. 

Telephone  Karl  (416)  967-0095  (Toronto)  for  an  appointment. 


Make      new     friends 
through  our     dating 

service  —     more 

than     700     have' 


I.S.B.A. 
P.O.  Box  142 
Station  'Q* 


Minister... 

Continued  from  pag*  i 
do  not  ot  ten  recognize  this  truism, 
customarily  (ailing  back  on  the  argument 
IhaC  you  cannot  legislate  morality  " 

GATE  spokesperson.  Bob  Joyce,  had 
initial  dlttlculty  in  getting  recognized  by 
the  chair.  In  a  live  minute  presentalion  he 
explained  ihe  demand  ol  the  National 
Gay  Rights  Coalition (NG RCJtor  in- 
clusion ot  the  term  "sexual  orientation" 
m  Bill  G-25.  Hecited  the  John  Damien 
and  Gay  Tide  cases  as  proot  ol  the 
necessity  tor  theenshrinement  ol 
protection  now. 

While  his  argument  was  well  received 
by  the  audience,  John  Wallace,  chairper- 
son ol  the  meeting,  and  a  prominent 
member  ol  the  National  Advisory  Coun- 
cil on  the  Status  ol  Women,  pointedly 
disassociated  her  organ  izationlrom  any 
support  ol  the  Gay  demand  Wallace's 
remarks  contradicted  the  support  which 
the  Advisory  Councilollered  in  its  recent 
testimony  before  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  considering  the  new  lederal 
Human  Rights  Act. 

In  his  response,  Basford  reiterated  the 
excuseot  the  Cabinet  lor  omission  ot 
Gay  rights,  stating  that  the  legislation 
Hows  trom  "established  rules  ol 
discrimination  "Joyce  reminded  Ihe 
minister  that  Vancouver  Centre  has  a 
very  large  Gay  population  and  indicated 
that  Ihe  activist  Gay  movemen!  would 
worktodeieat  him  In  the  next  election. 
8astord  thought  Ihis  was  untair  and 
unethical,  remarking  that  "every  elected 
MP  has  to  do  what  he  or  she  believes  in 
and  not  be  blodgeonedby  your  group  or 
any  other." 

Alter  the  meeling  many  women  ex- 
pressed disagreement  with  the  govern- 
ment posit  ion  and  congratulated  Joyce 
on  his  presentation. 

by  Maurice  Flood  and  Robert  Cook 


Minister  intervenes, 
opposes  collection 
of  personal  data 

Quebec  Social  Allairs  Minister  Denis 
Lazure  has  personally  intervened  on  the 
side  of  social  workers  and  client  groups 
at  the  Ville  Marie  Social  Services  Centre 
in  their  bltterdispute  with  the  Centre's 
management  over  its  attempt  to 
establish  the  Central  Clients' Registry,  a 
computerized  record  ol  social  service 
clients  with  names  and  personal  data. 
Gay  representatives  on  the  Cenlral  Con- 
sumersCouncil  of  social  service 
recipients,  and  members  ottheGay 
Social  Services  Project  have  been 
leaders  in  Ihe  fight  againsi  this 
"dangerous  invasion  ol  privacy." 

On  April  1 5,  Lazure  met  with  a  joint 
committee  of  representatives  of  clients, 
social  workers,  theMcGill  School  of 
Social  Work  and  the  Liguedes  Droits  de 
I'Homme,  at  which  time  he  slated  Ihat 
this  collection  of  personal  information 
was  unnecessary.  An  aide  of  the  Minister 
was  appointed  to  investigate  the 
situation  further. 

Administratorsatthecentrehave 
been  having  trouble  implementing  the 
collection  of  data —  many  social 
workers  simply  refused  to  provide  the 
(acts.  Ninety-two  community  groups 
have  opposed  the  system,  with  Gay 
representatives  and  members  of  the 
John  Howard  Society  especially  critical 
of  this  threat  to  human  rights- 
David  Cassidy.  Gay  Male  Community 
RepresentaliveontheCentral  Con- 
sumers Council  commented, "this 
system,  if  implemented,  would  be 
disastrous  to  the  gay  community  and 
could  destroy  the  Gay  Social  Services 
Proiect.  because  confidentiality  is 
essential  in  the  case  of  Gay  people,  who 
of  ten  are  deprived  ol  normal  civil  rights." 
byJohnBiacklockC 

Quebec  Conference 
Calls  Convention 

A  "general  convent  ion  lor  all  Gay  men 
and  Lesbians  in  Quebec  will  be  held  next 
October  in  Montreal.  This  was  oneof  the 
main  decisions  taken  by  the  first  semi- 
annual Orientation  Conference  of  the 


Association  pour  les  Droits  desGai|e)s 

du  Quebec  (ADGQ),  which  took  place  in 

Montreal,  May  6-8 

Over  40  Gay  people,  principally  from 
Montreal,  but  also  from  Quebec  City  and 
Toronto,  at  tended  the  conference,  which 

established  AOGQ's  priorities  lor  the 


lungs, 


nths. 


ADGQ,  formerly  the  Gay  Coalition 
Against  Repression  iGCARl.  was  foun- 
ded last  October,  and  established 
French  as  ils  official  working  language 
It  isdefinedas"aGayliberatlon 
organization  tree  ot  any  political  or 
religious  affiliation  with  a  public  struggle 
for  Gay  civil  rights  perspective."  It 
remains  the  only  distinctly  civil  rights 
organization  in  Quebec 

An  ent  ireday  of  the  conference  was 
devoted  toa  series  ol  workshops.  In- 
cluding: civil  rights,  anti-repression, 
communication,  education,  finances,  and 
constitution.  Position  papers  on 
each  ol  these  areas  were  adopted  at  the 
plenary  the  following  day. 

In  addition  to  the  projected  Quebec- 
wide  Gay  liberation  conference  —  which 
may  lay  the  groundwork  tor  aQuebec 
Gay  coalition  —  Ihe  plenary  decided  to 
launcha  monthly  newsletterol  the 
Associalion,  to  be  called  Galbec 

If  ADGO's  etlorls  to  Include  "sexual 
orientation"  in  the  Quebec  human  rights 
charter  are  not  successtul,  a  demon- 
stration will  be  held  after  its  next  orien- 
tation conference  in  the  tall. 

The  first  priority  of  the  Education 
Committee  will  be  toeducate  the  Gay 
community  by  holding  torums, 
dlslributing  information,  etc. 

At  the  same  lime,  Ihe  Anti-Repression 
committee  will  continue  its  campaign 
against  police  harassment  and 
repression.  The  position  paper  adopted 
on  this  area  explained  thai,  "at  no  time  is 
there  any  question  ol  collaboration  with 
Ihe  police" 

A  new  Executive  was  elected  con- 
sisting of  Claude  Beaulieu,  President; 
Gaetan  Landreville,  Secretary;  and 
Raymond  Carpentier,  Treasurer. 

The  coordinators  (oreach  permanenl 
committee  are:  Ron  Dayman.  Civil  Rights; 
and.  Stuart  Russell.  Communications. 

by  Stuart  Russell  U 

French  gay  tabloid 
dies,  leaves  vacuum 

Gay  Montreal,  the  bi-weekly  commercial 
tabloid,  is  dead.  The  last  issueof  the 
French-language  paper,  which  had  a 
reported  circulalion  of  30,000,  appeared 
March  9. 

GayiVfonfi-ealthusioinsthe  long  list  of 
Quebec  Gay  publications  which  have 
started  and  folded  over  the  years,  In- 
cluding Gay  limes, Gayzelle.and LeGai 
Quebec  Since  the  dealh  of  Gay  Mon- 
treal, Ihere  is  no  longer  a  French- 
language  Gay  publication  in  Quebec. 

Beginning  publication  in  the  spring  of 
1976.  Gay  Montreal  put  out  25  issues 

'  before  it  loided.  Pari  of  a  major  sex- 
ploitation paper  chain,  edited  by  a 
straight  man,  it  was  available  at  most 

!  newspaper  stands,  and  was  freely 

'  distributed  in  several  bars  and  clubs. 

'     Thus,  while  it  was  extremely  well 
known  in  the  Montreal  Gay  community 
and  throughout  Quebec,  it  wasalmos! 
unknown  in  English  Canada.  And 
although  it  was  primarily  oriented  toward 

i  the  "bar  scene,"  it  was  nonetheless  an 
important  source  of  information  — 
especially  on  the  Gay  movemen  I  and  on 
the  activities  ot  ihe  Association  pour  les 
Droits  des  Gaiiels  du  Quebec  i.ADGQ)  In 

'particular. 

The  "official  reason"  tor  the  demise  of 
the  paper  given  by  General  Director  Yves 
Aublet  was  "financial."  II  had  reportedly 
rung  up  aS25,000debt  in  the  course  of 
the  year.  This  despite  the  (act  that  it 
maintained  solid  financial  links  with  the 
bars  and  clubs  whose  ads  on  Ihe  average 

;  filled 25%  of  the  space  In  every  issue. 

An  attempt  to  sell  the  paper  apparently 
proved  unsuccesslul. 

I      However,  while  it  is  still  perhaps  too 
early  to  draw  upa  complete  balance 
sheet  of  Gay  Montreal,  and  the  reasons 
fonts  quick  death,  we  can  easily 
speculate  beyond  the  "official  reason." 

|      The  straight  ownership  of  Gay  Mon- 
treat,  lor  example,  obviously  concluded       j 
that  it  was  no  longera  profitable  venture. 

!  In  (act,  the  great  defect  ot  the  paper  was      I 
June 
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thai  ii  remained  loially  subservient  to  IN 
needs  and  interests  ottheeipioilers  of 
theGaycommunily.  and  lacked  a  clear 
Gay  liberation  perspective. 

The  deaihol  Gay  Mon/rea/once  again 
real  1 1  rms  t  he  urgent  need  tor  a  French 
language  Gay '/oera/fon  publication  in 
Quebec 

by  Stuart  Russell  .. 


Fancy  Dancer  author 
stepping  out 

Patricia  Nell  Warren  Is  a  Lesbian,  and  her 
,  next  booh  will  be  about  Lesbians,  she 
said  recently  in  answer  toaquesllon 
Irom  IBP 

When  Wa/ren  published  her  first 
novel,  The  Last  Centennial,  in  1971.it 
was  under  her  married  name,  Patricia 
Kllina  Though  still  married  while  writing 
The  Front  Runna/,  she  said,  writing  it  and 
handing  il  over  to  heragenl  constituted 
"almost  my  first  act  ot  coming  out." 
Asked  why  Lesbian  writers  such  as 

i  hersell.ManeClaireBlais,  Mary  Renault, 
and  MarganteYourcenar  wrote  about 

,  male  rai  her  than  female  homosexuals. 
Warren  replied  that  she  could  only  speah 

I  for  hersell .  As  an  athlete,  she  knew  a  lot 
about  running;  shechose  males  tor  her 
locus  because  the  maieaihlete  raised 
more  dl  I  lieu  It  problems  ol  social 
stereotyping  than  female  athletes  did. 

I      Watren  was  active  in  a  movement  that 
forced  the  Amateur  Athletic  Union  to 
alter  Us  policies  that  discriminated 
agalnsl  female  Hack  and  fieldathleies. 

I     How  did  she  lea;  nabout  male 
homosexuals  in  order  to  write  The  Front 
Runner?  "Research,"  she  laughed  But 
lor  her  book  about  Lesbians,  Warren 
added, "  Ihe  research  will  be  done  In  a 
less  devlousand  roundabout  way!" 
She  wrole  The  Fancy  Dancer,  she 
says,  because  she  was  interested  in 
what  she  calls  "Ihe  fundamental 
problem  ol  Gays,"  Ihe  attitudes  towards 
themol  Christian  traditions  She  was 
also  concerned  about  the  isolation  of 
Gays  in  small  lowns. 

Warren  answered  questions  alter 
speaking  lo  a  Detroit  Gay  groupon 
May  14. 

by  Michael  Lynch 

Bryant's  Bible- 
thumping  backfires, 
Gays  may  win  vote 

On  June  7.  voters  In  Dade  County. 
Florida,  will  begoing  to  the  polls  to  vote 
on  a  single  issue;  whet heror not  to 
rescind  an  ordinance  prohibiting 
discrimination  on  Ihe  basis  ot  sexual 
orientation  which  was  passed  by  Ihe 
Miami-area  Metro  Commission  in 
January  of  this  year  (see  TSPno.31). 

The  issue  ol  Gay  civil  rights  has  never 
belore received  such  widespread  public 
attention,  and  gay  spokes  people  seem  to 
leel  that  whatever  theoutcomeol  the 


balloting.  Ihe  public  struggle  hasdone 
much  tostrengthen  the  American  Gay 
movement. 

i      Theopposillon  to  theGay  rights  or- 
dinance was  led  by  Anita  Bryant,  who  in 
recent  years  has  been  a  spokesperson 
fortheFlorldacltrus industry  Ms 
Bryant's  Bible-thumping  style  proved  to 
have  been  too  much  tor  even  her  own 
supporters,  and  by  Ihe  end  of  the  cam- 
paign, her  advisers  were  suggesting  that 
she  assume  a  lower  prolile.  At  one  cam- 
paign rally  sne  loidlheaudience.  "It  God 
had  wanted  to  condone  homosexuals,  he 
would  have  created  'Adam  and  Bruce' " 
Among  prominent  suppoflersol  the 
SaveOur  Children,  Inc  organization 
were  the  right-wing  Floridiansopposed 
'  to  the  Equal  Rights  Amendment  to  the 
US  Constitution,  as  well  as  figures  such 
1  as  the  Floridagovernor,  Reuben  Askew, 
who  noted  that  he  had  no  knownGays  on 
his  executive  slaff,  and  that  he  would  not 
, accept  any 

The  bitter  campaign  was  not  without  a 
,  traglcdimension.OneGay activist 
committed  suicide  as  a  result  ol  the 
;  acrimonious  debate, while  the  car  ot 
another  was  lire-bombed  by  ordinance 
opponents 
There  were  two  separate  Gay 
'  organizat  ions  conducting  thecampaign 
j  toupholdthe  legislation, The  Dade 
i  CounlyGayCoalltionand  The  Miami 
1  VicloryCampaign  These  Miami-area 
organizations  were  supported  by  ad  hoc 
organizations  throughout  Ihe  United 
,  Stales,  many  ol  which  raised  substantial 
sums  ol  money  wilh  which  toflght  the 
anli-gay  (orces 

On  Ihe  eve  ot  the  election,  il  would  ap- 
,  pear  that  the  pro-Gay  lorces  may  be 
I  headed  lor  victory  Shouldthatoccur.il 
'  will  have  dramatic  implications  tor  Ihe 
,  Gaycivil  rights  struggle  in  iheUnlted 
Slates,  as  legislators  will  lor  ihe  first 
lime  have  been  given  concrete  evidence 
.  thai  Ihe  Gay  civil  rights  struggle  can 
achieve  mass  support.  For  the  Gay 
1  movement,  no  mat ler  what  the  outcome 
,  of  the  vole.the  Miami  struggle  has 
demonstrated  Ihe  feasibility  of 
1  mobilizing  US  Gay  people  in  the  defence 
ol  their  civil  and  human  rights. 

by  Harvey  Hamburg' 


Cops  harrass  Gay 
men  during 
Detroit-area  dragnet 

i  Police  harrassmenl  ol  gay  men  has 
I  escalated  in  the  Windsor-Detroit  area  as 
no  suspects  have  turned  up  in  a  well- 
publicized  series  of  child  murders.The 
body  of  Timothy  King,  11,  was 
discovered  in  late  March,  bringing  to  four 
the  number  ol  murders.  All  youngsters 
were  between  ten  and  twelve  years  old. 
The  two  boys  had  been  sexually 
assaulted,  ihe  iwogiris  had  not.  A  single 
murderer  tor  all  four  is  being  sought. 

Police  in  Oakland  County,  Michigan, 
have  set  up  special  headquarters  staffed 


by  volunteers  In  addition,  they  have  the 
cooperation  ot  the  media  in  the  twocllles 
and  ollheOntano  Provincial  Police  in 
organizing  a  drag  net. 

Although  a  premature  report  in 
Detroit's  iVtefw  3ay  News  quotedState 
Police  Detective  Sgt  Joseph  Krease  as 
saying  that  nogay  link  was  being  sought, 
and  thai  no  gay  bars  or  organizations 
werebeinginvestigaled.il  has  become 
i  clear  that  the  statement  was  incorrect. 
j  There  now  are  reports  ot  regular  plain- 
!  clothes stakeoutsmgay bars. and 
several  Detroit  gay  aclivisls  have  been 
questioned  and  investigaleddirecily 
I      A  number  of  incidents  ol  harrassmenl 
,  havebeenreportedinthe wake ola 
'  massive  media  campaign  asking  anyone 
tophone  in  a  lipaboul  anyone  known  lo 
;  haveanyol  several  characteristics,  one 
ol  which  was  "unusual  sexual  habits." 
Over  10,000  lips  have  been  received.  One 
I  man  who  lives  wilhhisloverinawhile 
Detroit  suburb  was  questioned  by  police 
and  later  learned  that  officers  had  visited 
his  employer  on  two  occasions  locheck 
his  whereabouts  on  the  dale  ol  the  mur 
der.  The  police  alsoasked  his  employer 
what  bars  he  and  his  lover  go  to.  There 
was  one  report,  unconfirmed  at  (his 
point,  ola  gay  man  losing  his  jobafter 
sucha  police  visit  to  his  employer, 

One  Windsor  gay  reports  that  border 
1  crossings  are  larlesscasual  than  they 
!  werebefore  Ihe  dragnet  began. 

When  they  launched  the  media  cam- 
paign soliciting  tips,  the  police  promised 
I  to  investigate  every  one.  They  have 
!  received  a  large  US  Federal  government 
grant  to  pay  for  the  investigations. 
:      It  is  uncertain  just  how  widespread  the 
|  harrassmenl  campaign  isal  present, 
though  it  appears  to  be  escalating  as 
I  public  pressure  to  llnd  a  suspect 
mounts  "Thereisquiteabltot 
I  paranoia,"  says  Jim  Monk  ol  Windsor 
Gay  Unity,  "but  jusi  how  much 
harrassmenl  in  Windsor  is  yet  unclear." 
j      Anyone  who  leeis  he  has  been  subiec- 
■  ted  to  unwarranted  police  investigation 
in  Ihis  case  is  asked  lo  notify  TSPot 
details. 

by  Michael  Lynch  D 

Testimony  by  Gays 
convicts  murderers 

A  Windsor  judgeand  jury  have  rejec- 
ted the  vigorousat  tempts  by  Ihree 
defense  attorneys  todiscredil  twogay 
witnesses  in  a  heterosexual  murder  trial 
on  the  basis  ol  their  homosexuality. 

Steven  Armstrong  and  his  lover.  Nor- 
man St.  Onge,  tesllfed  for  Ihe  Crown  that 
they  had  witnessed  the  beating  of 
eighieen-year-old  Linda  Rockwood  in  Ihe 
fall  ol  1973  Alter  the  beating,  Rockwood 
was  molested  and  strangled,  although 
this  was  not  witnessed  by  Armstrong 
and  SI.  Onge. 

In  oneof  the  longest  and  most 
publicized  trials  in  Windsor  history,  the 
attorneys  for  the  three  menaccused  of 
the  murder  probed  repeatedly  into  the 
relationship  between  Armstrong  and  St. 
Onge  in  an  attempt  lo  weaken  the 
Crown's  case  by  assassinating  the 
characters  ol  the  witnesses. 

At  one  point  in  Ihe  trial,  a  National 
Parole  Board  member  who  had  once 
granted  parole  to  Armstrong,  an  ex- 
convict,  was  called  to  the  stand.  Frank 
Anderson,  of  Saskaloon,  slated  that 
Armstrong's  relationship  with  St.  Onge 
had  been  considered  a  plus  lactorin 
Armstrong's  history  becauseof  Its 
stable  nature. 

Throughout  Ihe  trial.  Armslrong  and  St. 
Onge  impressed  courtroom  witnesses 
by  the  consistency  ol  their  testimony. 
Media  coverage,  however,  locussedon 
theatlemplsby  thedelense  attorneys  to 
discredit  them 

The  Windsor  Star,  which  gave  Ihe  trial 
almost  daily  news  coverageover  a  ten- 
week  period,  described  Ihe  probing  into 
Armstrong's  past  asa  "grim  testimony 
about  Ihe  degree  ollniimidalion, 
homosexuality,  and  drug  abuse  in  some 
Canadian  prisons." 

Bui  Ihe  judgeand  |ury  rejected  theat- 
lempted  character  assassination,  ac- 
cepted the  testimony  ot  ihe  two  gay  wit- 
nesses, and  convicted  the  Ihree  men, 

All  three  weresentenced  to  life  im- 
prisonment. 

byJlmMonk'_ 


Toronto 

Big  Brothers  are 
watching  you —  and 
teaching  others  how 

A  course  in  how  to  spot  a  lag?  You  bet. 

But  It's  hardly  lo  our  advantage. 
A  Toronto  service  organization  is 

planning  a  one-day  Institute  lor  other 
such  organizations  interested  in  learning 
how  to  Identity  "Individuals  with 
predominantly  homosexual  and  pedo- 
phillac  tendencies," 

Their  purpose  Is  to  help  Interviewers 
screen  out  such  Individuals  whoapply  to 
work  with  children 

The  institute  is  called  "Screening 
Sexual  Behaviors."  it  is  being  held  now, 
according  to  Mrs  Mary  Letter  ol  ihe  Big 
Brot  hers  ol  Metropolitan  Toronto, 
"because ol  theemergenceot  the, ah, 
civil  —  what  do  they  say?  —  civil  liber- 
ties lor  Gays  in  various  cities  in  Ihe  US," 
Mrs  Letter  said  that  "eventually  it  will 
come  to  Toronto,  their  liberationand  all." 
and  that  Big  Brothers  wanted  I o help 
other  organizations  be  ready  tocope  with 
"It.11 

For  several  years  now,  Big  Brothers 
has  had  an  open  policy  discriminating 
against  Gays.  "You  can  just  Imagine!" 
said  Mrs.  Lelier  "Homosexuals  and 
pedophiles  working  closely  with 
chlldrenl" 

It  appears  thai  Big  Brothers  has 
chosen  to  ignore  Ihe  statement  made  In 
Ihe  Toronto  Sfer  in  November,  1974,  by 
Michael  Barrel t, chairperson ottheSex 
Information  and  Education  Council  of 
Canada(Sieccan);  "there  is  no  evidence 
that  pedophilia  is  any  more  common 
among  homosexuals  than  heterosexuals," 
Thekey  speaker  —  whom  Mrs.  Letter 
described  as  "one  ol  Ihe  foremost  experts 
In  this  field"  —  will  be  Or  Ruth  Bray.a 
psychologist  in  the  ForensicServiceal 
the  Clarke  Institute  ol  Psychiatry,  Or.  Bray 
could  not  be  reached  lorcomment, 
but  Ihe  Forensic  Service  is  known  as  one 
ol  the  more  anti-gay  crevicesol  the 
venerableClatke.ThecouMslrequenlly 
send  "sexual  of  lenders"  lor  a  thirty-day 
"assessment  period"  under  thlsService, 

Two  months  ago,  Dr.  Bray  wasquoled 
by  Ihe  Toronto  Sun  as  referring,  in  a  lec- 
ture, lo"oltenses  like  rape  and 
homosexuality."  When  contacted  by  Gay 
Rising,  however,  Bray  insisled  she  had 
not  said  this  and  had  even  pointed  out 
lhat  certain  homosexual  acts  are  no 
longerollenses  under  the  Criminal 
Code. 

The  institute  lakes  place  on  Friday, 
June  3,  ai  the  Clarke  Gays  interested  in 
ihis  little  matter  should  phone  the  Ad 
Hoc  Committeelo  Bring  Light  Into  the 
Clarke,  preferably  by  Wednesday,  June 
1.  at  863-6320. 

byMichaelLynchU 

The  Gay-rights  Freud 
is  welcomed 

Initial  reactions  to  the  publication,  in  the 
previous  Issue  of  TBP,  of  recovered 
documents  showing  that  Sigmund  Freud 
supported  Gay  liberation,  have  been  very 
enthusiastic. 

The  documents  were  recovered  by 
James  Steakley,  author  ol  The 
Homosexual  Emancipation  Movement  In 
Germany  and  prominent  gay  historian. 

Or.  Judd  Marmor,  past  president  of  the 
American  Psychiatric  Associat ion  lAPA}, 
called  them  "'historically  important 
documents,"  In  Toronto  tor  the  annual 
meeting  ol  the  Association,  hesaid  lhat 
"they  will  make  another  contribution  to 
theellmmation  of  anti-homosexual 
prejudices." 

DavidGarmalse,  a  spokesperson  lor 
the  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition, 
reacted  by  saying  that  "despite  the 
cruelty  indicted  on  Gay  people  by 
psychoanalysts,  weare  happy  lo  llnd 
that  Freud  himsel  1  was  on  our  side." 

"We  hope,"  Garmaise  added,  "thai 
this  will  add  to  our  light  loellmlnate  anil- 
Gay  laws  that  remalnon  the  books,  in  the 
Immigration  Act  and  Ihe  Criminal  Code. 
We  also  hope  it  will  contribute  to  the 
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Talent  Specialists 

•  Models  for  photography 

and  promotion 

Escorts  for  entertainment 

•  Masseurs  —  hosts 
Bartenders(Nude) 

•  Mow  in  42  states 
and  8  provinces 

[        In  our  tenth  year 
—  contest  to  celebrate!    ' 

MPO.Boxl016.Dept.BP 

Hamilton,  ON 

L8N3R1 

PH.:  (41 6)  527- 1468 

(Employment  write  above) 

Bars,  organizations. 
I/l   businesses  for  gay 
(jj   women  and  men  in 

■J   Canada  and  USA. 
!3   published 
&■   November  and  May. 
&*   $5  third  class 
^   (unsealed);  $6  first 

^   class  (sealed); 
Pa]   outside  North 
^    America  $7.  from 
►J   Renaissance 
aj    House.  Box  292BP. 
U    New  York  10014. 
C   There  is  no  charge 
S   for  a  Gayellow 
r"S    Pages  entry.  Write 
IbbI   for  an  application. 

fW  G&JTravel 

205Wellesley  St-  E-,  Toronto.  Call  921-1 101 


AMSTERDAM 

LONDON 

SAN  1 11AM  1SC0 

...wherever 


»  catering  to  your  lifestyle 

►  hotel  reservations 

►  listings  of  bars&clubs  provided 


Toronto  Gay  Alliance 
Toward  Equality 

Become  a  GATE  supporter 

Fight  to  end  discrimination.  Add  your  voice  to  the  movement  lorour 

liberation. 

Fora  minimum  pledge  of  $10  a  year($5  for  unemployed)  you  gel: 

•  reduced  admission  at  GATE  dinners  and  dances 

•  A  subscription  to  Gay  Rising  GATE'S  monthly  newsletter. 

•  information  about  upcoming  events  and  how  you  can  help  in  the  fight 
(orourrights. 

Join  the  Lesbian  Caucus 

An  autonomous  organization  that  seeks  to  mobilize  theLesbian  com- 
munity of  Toronto.  Meets  the  second  and  fourth  Sunday  of  each  month 
(see  calendar  below).  All  women  welcome. 

CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 

Election  events 

ThursJune2  Election  Meeting.5O9ChurchSt.,8:30pm.  Candidates  in 
the  downtown  ridings  have  been  invited.  Come  and  ask 
your  quest  ions  about  Gay  rights  and  other  issues 

SalJune4        GATE  brings  the  election  campaign  to  the  Minstry  of 

Consumerand  Commercial  Relations  (the  Dept.  that  fired 
John  Damien.)  Wellesiey  and  Yonge  Streets  at  2pm. 
ThursJune9    VOTE  FORGAY  RIGHTS  BY  VOTING 
AGAINSTTHETORIES       

Politics  of  Homosexuality  Discussion  Group 

WedJuneo    33St.GeorgeSt.,8pm 


Sat  June  1 1       Church  Street  Community  Centre.  509  Church  St.. 
9pm  to  1am 

Wed  June  15    Monthly  Business  Meeting,  193CarltonSt..8pm 


Write  us  at  193  Carlton  Street. Toronto  M5A2K7 
Or  Phone  us  at  (416)  964-0148 


Or  JamesA.  Paulsen, aclinical 
psychiatrist  al  the  Stanford  University 
School  ol  Medicine  in  California  and  a 
member  ot  Ihe  Gay  Caucus  of  Ihe  APA, 
said  that  the  documents  "demonstrate 
again  Freud's  empathy,  the  basic 
humanity  he  always  showed  toward 
groups  thai  were  persecuted  ." 

And  Bruce  Voeller,  a  director  o' the 
(US)  National  Gay  Task  Force,  said  lhat 
'  these  documents  are  very  important  in- 
deed and  It's  very  exciting  to  see  Ihem. 

,  We'll  see  to  it  lhat  they're  widely 

ipubhcized."D 

Cable  tube 
to  do  Gay  news 

Tentative  agreement  has  been  reached 
with  one  ol  Toronto's  cable  television 
companies  tor  the  production  of  a 
weekly  half-hour  television  program 
directed  to  Ihe  Gay  community  The  thir- 
teen-week series,  in  the  interim  titled 
Gay  News  and  Views,  will  be  on  the  air  in 
September. 

The  program's  co-ordinalor  Is  trying  to 
assemble  a  gay  crew  to  produce  the 
program.  A  tour-week  course  in 
lelevision  production  is  being  of  lered  by 
ihe  cablecompany,  to  be  held  on 
Wednesday  evenings  beginning  June8. 

Men  and  women  who  wish  tobe  in- 
volved  in  this  venture  are  urged  lo  call 
Harvey  Hamburg  at  534-0970  (or  (urther 
details..  I 


Store  frustrates 
peepers,  leaves 
poopers  in  peace 

The  managers  ol  a  downtown  Ottawa 
department  si  ore,  The  Bay,  have 
removed  ihe  hidden,  closed-circuit 
television  cameras  which  they  had  in- 
stalled in  a  fourih-lloor  washroom. 

The  Bay's  security  department  had  or- 
dered the  cameras  installed  to  put  an  end 
lo  sexual  activity  which  ii  claimed  was 
occurring  (n  the  washroom.  There  was  a 
glory  hole  located  in  one  ol  Ihe  parti  lions 
which  separated  the  cubicles. 

According  loOttawa  Police,  the  use  of 
Ihe  cameras  led  to  several  arrests  earlier 
this  year,  but  The  Body  Politic  has  been 
unable  lo  obtain  details  ot  Ihe  arrests  or 
ot  the  disposition  of  the  cases  in  court. 

Before  removing  the  cameras,  The  Bay 
conducted  minor  renovations  lo  Ihe  par- 
titions by  strengthening  them  with 
masonite  Thisaclionresulledfroma 
meeting  with  Gays  of  Otlawa  (GO)  which 
was  initiated  by  GO  after  Ihe  group  lear- 
ned aboul  Ihe  cameras  in  late  February. 

At  that  meeting,  held  on  March  4th, 
GO  represenlalives  Mike  Johnstone  and 
Paul-Francois  Sylvestre  impressed  upon 
The  Bay  security  manager  John 
McKinley-Key  the  seriousness  of  the 
charges  which  are  normally  laid  in  these 
cases  (gross  indecency  is  an  indictable 
otlence  punishable  by  up  tot ive years  in 
prison).  Johnstone  andSylvestre 
suggested  alternate  melhods  ol  slop- 
ping sexual  activity  in  the  washroom, 
Specifically  1]  putting  up  a  sign  warning 
people  that  the  washrooms  were,  or 
couid  be.  under  surveillance 

2)  conducting  major  renovations  to  the 
washroom,  such  as  better  partitions, 
brighter  light ing.  more  modern  fixtures 

3)  spreading  the  word  in  the  gay  com- 
munity that  The  Bay  was  determined  10 
put  a  stop  to  the  sexual  activity  in  its 
washrooms  and  that  convictions  could 
result  in  a  criminal  record. 

The  Bay  officials  agreed  lo  consider 
these  suggestions.  Subsequently,  they 
conducted  the  minor  renovations 
referred  to  above.  Meanwhile,  Gays  of 
Otlawa  published  t  hestory  in  itsGO 
INFO  bulletin  and  the  word  spread 
througft  portions  of  the  gay  community. 

The  combination  of  the  renovations 
and  Ihe  dissemination  ol  the  news  was 
apparently  enough  to  slop  the  sexual 
activity.  The  cameras  were  removed  in 
mid-March  and  when  GO  contacted  The 
Bay  again  at  Ihe  end  of  March.  Mr. 
McKinley-Key  expressed  great  satistac- 
lion  with  the  turn  of  events  and  he 


thanked  GO  profusely  lor  Itsrote  In  the 
affair  Intact. TheBav  wassoconvinced 
lhat  Gays  ol  Ottawa  was  responsible  lor 

getting  gay  people  to  stop  using  the 
washroom  lor  sexual  acliviiy.  that 
McKinley-Key  said  he  would  recommend 
to  other  Bay  stores  in  Canada  lhat  if  they 
encounter  similar  problems,  they  should 
contacl  Iheir  local  gay  group  for 
assistance  McKinley-Key  was  lo  make 
,  lhat recommendationatameetlngin 
Winnipeg  on  Easter  weekend  of  Bay 
security  officials  from  across  Canada 

"The  Bay  overeslimalesourabililyto 
reach  people  in  the  gay  community,"  said 
;  GO  president  David  Garmaise,  "but  we 
I  aregladthat  the  cameras  aregone  and 
I  thai  it  looks  like  there  won'l  be  any  more 
|  arrests.  II  puis  us  inadifficult  position 
|  when  we  appear  to  be  suppressing 
sexual  activity.''  Garmaise  said,  "but 
I  publlcsex.whichincludeswashroom 
sex.  rs  si  iii  illegal  and  we  have  an 
obligation  to  warn  peopleol  the  con- 
sequences of  their  acls  and  lo  try  to 
prevent  arrests  whenever  possible  " 

This  incident  follows  similar  arrests  in 
an  Ottawa  suburb  last  summer  when 
|  eight  people  pleaded  guilty  to  gross  lt> 
,  decency.  One  person  receiveda  tine  and 
i  the otfiersevenweregiven suspended 
i  sentences.  U 


Judge  reluctantly 
fines  gay  editor 

On  March  31,  MikeWaghorne,  the  former 
editor  of  the  Christchurch  Gay  Liberation 
Front's  magazine,  Aequus,  was  convicted 
ol  piinlingan  indecent  document.  He 
was  fined  $50  and  $20  court  costs,  and 
will  also  have  to  pay  the  legal  fees  for  17 
hearings  over  a  period  of  19  months. 

Thedocument  in  question  was  an  ar- 
ticle on  homosexual  anal  intercourse 
written  by  a60-year  old  gay  and 
published  In  the  February  1975  issue  ot 
Aeguus.  Although  it  was  extremely 
scholarly  and  scientilicinstyle.it  ad- 
vocated a  sado-masochistic  approach  to 
anal  intercourse  and  was  aisoapprovlng 
of  pedophilia  in  somecircumstances. 
As  a  result,  Ihe  police  laid  charges 
against  both  the  authorand  Ihe  editor 
aller  complaints  by  a  number  ol  people, 
including  David  Thomson,  the  Minister 
of  Just  ice,  and  John  Kennedy,  the  editor 
of  Ihe  conservative  Catholic  weekly,  The 
Tablet. 

The  case  began  on  September  1 ,  1975, 
and  later  that  month  the  presiding 
magistrate  ruled  that  the  article  would 
have  tobe  submiited  to  the  Indecent 
PublicationsTribunalloradecision.He 
rejected  thedefence  lhat  since 
Aequus  was  avai  lab  I  e  only  lo  members  of 
GLF,  all  but  Iwo  of  whom  are 
homosexual  orbisexual.il  could  nol  be 
said  lodeprave  or  corrupt.  The  Tribunal, 
while  recognising  the  serious  intent  ol 
thearticle,  held  that  it  was  indeceni 
because  it  incited  people  locommlt 
sodomy,  which  is  still  illegal  under  New 
Zealand  law. 

The  magistrate,  following  the 
Tribunal's  ruling,  entered  a  conviction, 
though  he  was  obviously  reluctant  lodo 
so.  He  said,  "I  consider  I  am  not  free  to 
regard  the  sexual  acts  described  in  the 
art  ideas  Olher  than  criminal.  Thearticle 
itself,  therefore,  must  be  regarded  as  an 
indecent  document."  But  he  added, 
"There  is  merit  in  the  view  that,  in  a 
period  of  changing  norms  and  modes  of 
social  behaviour,  a  reasonable  latitude 
should  be  a)  lowed  to  those  who  wish  lo 
discuss  and  advocate  change,  as  well  as 
to  those  who  would  confine  orresist  it." 
by  Lindsay  Taylor,  i 


Shallow  minds 
and  shallow  throats 

In  Canada,  "public  opinion  is  anti-oral 
sex."  This  opinion  by  John  Merner,  a 

|  censorinlhe  Revenue  Department. 

i  has  led  to  the  banning  of  the  May 
issue  of  Penthouse  magazine  from 

|  Canada.  The  issue  hasa  photo  feature  in 

i  which f ellaiion and cunnllingus, both 

I  Heterosexual,  are  suggested 


NEWS 


The  Federal  Court,  madecision 
released  on  April  20,  ruled  that  Merner 
mad  acted  wilhinine|unsdiclion  granted 
lo  Customs  officials  by  Canadian  law  An 
item  in  the  Customs  Tarilt  Act  prohibits 
entry  into  Canadaol  books  printed 
paper,  or  photos  'Ol  a  treasonable  or 
seditious,  or  ol  an  immoral  or  indecenl 
character  '  iSee  TBPno.32,  torasurvey 
ot  censorsh  ip  i  n  Canada.) 

Mr  Justice  A  AtexCallanach.who 
wrote  Ihe  Federal  Court  decision,  did  not 
irwolvehimsellinlheissueolwhalisor 
is  not  acceptable  lo  theCanadlan  public. 

William  French.  book  edllOf  tor  the 
Toronto  G/oOe  and  Ma/',  commented  on 
April  26  lhan  Merner  himselt  may  oppose 
oral  sen.  but  asked  "how  in  the  world  did 
heconclude  lhal  the  whole  country  is 
against  if"  French  charted  the  history  o( 
Customs  censorship  in  Canada, and 
noted  a  history  ot  paternalism  in 
Canadian  politicians,  concluding;  "H 
;Ollawa  says  Canadian  public  opinion  is 
agamsl  oral  sen,  I  hen  by  golly  it  musi  be 
true  Has  Ollawa  ever  lied  to  us  before?" 

In  a  related  mailer,  Maclean's 
magazine  lor  May  16  has  reported  that 
Anita  Bryant  believes  thai  God  hales 
homosexuality  "because  sperm  is  the 
mostconcenlraledlormol blood  The 
homosexual  is  eating  life.  That's  why 
God  calls  homosexualityan 
abomination" 

Maclean's  observes  Merner's  opinion 
on  oral  sex,  and  slyly  suggests  thai 
Bryanl  might  like  to  move  loCanada.  Its 
photool  Ms  Bryant  is  captioned: 
"Shallow  mind,  shallow  throat." 

byMlchaelLynchu 


Gays  go  to  jail, 
then  hospital 


oi  the  homosexual  and  his  problems  are 
only  going  to  happen  when  the  'sick  per- 
vert'myth  is  dispelled,  and  this  willonly 
happen  through  education." 

Brian  Marsh  sieiter  was  significant  In 
that  it  was  the  first  letter  to  ihe  editor 
Irom  MHA  to  be  published  by  The  Spec- 
tator, In  spile otai  least  50 previousat- 
tempts.  Marsh  roundly  denounced  Ihe 
hypocrisy  ol  il  all,  allirmed  that  freedom 
should  be  tor  all  and  not  |ust  for  a  selecl 
lew,  and  asked  who  is  Haunting  what 
when  straight  couples  kissand  fondle 
each  other  in  public. 

If  It  weren't  for  the  naked  hatred  ex- 
pressed, (he  whole  thing  could  have 

;  been  viewed  as  a  tempest  ma  teapot  The 
pageani  was  never  held  because  of  lack 

I  of  response. 

by  Shane  QueHee. 


The  Trent  Homophile  Association 
recenlly  presented  a  seminar  at  the  Peter- 
borough County  Jail.  Another  was  given 
at  Civic  Hospital  In  both  places  the 
response  10  the  seminar  and  to  the 
Association  was  posilive. 

The  organizers  ot  the  hospital  seminar 
■  requested  a  list  of  books  to  help  Ihe  doc- 
tors and  their  patients  gain  an  under- 
standing ol  homosexuality  The 
response  at  the  jail  was  so  positive  that 
THA  members  have  gone  bach  lo 
conduct  informal  seminars  and  music 
mghis  wilh  ihe  prisoners. 

by  David  Beauchamp 
andTricfaMurphyi 


Spectator  readers 
say  no  to  Gay 
Easter  bunnies 

An  advertisement  in  the  personal  column 
of  The  Hamilton  Spectator,  publicizinga 
Gay  Easier  pageant,  drew  swift  and 
vitriolic  response  from  newspaper 
readers  in  the  area. 

Thead  read,  "All  drag  queens.  Gay 
Easier  pageani,  5500  first  prize;  spon- 
sored by  the  Hamilton  Gay  Association." 
TheHGA  is  a  budding  social  group  in  the 
city  lhat  has  been  trying  toorganlze 
social  events  for  area  Gays. 

Immediately  after  The  Spectatorra.n 
thead,  its  letters  page  was  lull  of 
viscious  response,  muchol  it  Irom 
religious  fundamentalists.  There  were 
only  two  lavourable  letters,  one  froma 
general  reader  and  the  other  Irom  Brian 
Marsh,  president  ol  iheMcMaster 
Homophile  Association. 

Typical  responses  included  senten- 
ces such  as:  "I  would  like  lo  make  people 
aware  thai  Satan  is  alive  and  well,  and 
using  Hamlllonasan  example  ol  in- 
creasing moral  decay  in  our  country",  "I 
am  oneof  those  persons  who  would  lake 
a  Hrm  stand  against  anything  which  is 
detrimental  to  the  children  ol  our  future." 

The  woman  who  wrole  the  only 
lavourable  leller  said.  "Censorship  is  the 
kmrjol  meddling  I  can  tolerate  because 
elections  and  public  pressure  oiler  me  a 
means  with  which  I o deal  wilh  this 
problem  But,  how  does  one  deal  with 
;  prejudiceandignorancefromthe 
1  public?,.  Tolerance  and  understanding 
June 


Tories  try 
Damien's  stamina 

i  Legal  proceedings  to  reinstate  John 
Damien  in  Ihe  Ontario  government  job 

'  from  which  he  was  fired  because  heisa 
homosexual  appear  lobe movlngas 

I  slowly  as  the  defendants  and  the  courts 
can  make  them  move. 

Twoyears  after  the  firing.  Damien's 
lawyers  are  still  in  Ihe  process  of 
examining  Ihe  six  defendants  tor 
discovery  Examinations  lordiscovery 
are  the  pre-trial  procedure  designed  to 
gather  evidence  for  use  at  Ihe  trial  itself. 

,  Recenlly.  the  lirslol  the  defendants  was 
examined.  When  he  refused  to  answer 
over  200  questions,  Damien's  lawyers 
were  forced  to  ask  Ihe  Master  of  the 
Court  to  order  lhal  Ihesequeslions  be 
answered  This  legal  course,  while  not 
unusual  in  such  litigation,  Is  longand 
tedious. 

The  slow  pace  ot  these  pre-trial 
proceedings  has  led  Damien's  lawyers  10 
predict  that  the  case  is  unlikely  toget  lo 
trial  before  the  end  of  the  year  or  early 

inexlyear. 

!      Damien's  supporters  have  charged 
lhat  ihe  On  tarloTory  government,  which 
lired  Damien  and  is  using  tax  dollars  to 
defend  the  individuals  Damien  is  suing, 
is  engaging  in  every  possible  tactic  to 
weaken  the  determination  and  deplete 
the  resources  ol  Oamlen  and  the  Com- 
mittee which  Is  supporting  the  case. 
MPP  Margaret  Campbell  (St.  George) 
said,  on  May  18,  that  the  Tories  are  eager 
lospare  Charles  MacNaughtonanyem- 
barassment.MacNaughton,  a  former 
cabinet  minister,  was  Ihe  Tory  who.  as 
Chairperson  ol  the  Racing  Commission, 
was  immediately  responsible  for 
Damien's  firing. 

The  Committee  to  Oef end  John 
Damien  has  mailed  out  lis  second  Up- 
date Newsletter  to  supporters  across  the 
country.  The  Newsletter  notes  thai  ap- 
proximately $20,000  has  been  raised 
thus  tar  on  Damien's  behalf,  and  that 
projected  costs  are  now  put  al  $50,000. 
The  National  Conference,  during  July,  is 
expected  toendorsea  National  Day  of 
Protest  for  Damien  and  to  plan  further 
fund-raising  efforts. 

Late  In  March,  the  second  meeting  ol 
aconlerencewhich  ihe  Committee  had 
called  lodiscuss  the  Damien  support  ef- 
fort agreed  on  a  proposed  constitution 
which  formalizes  and  democratizes  the 
st  ructureol  Ihe  Committee.  The  Com- 
mit tee  has  ralified  this  consiilut  ion  in 
principle. 

by  Michael  Lynch 


National  conference 
excitement  grows 

Attendance  at  the  Fifth  Annual  Gay 
Rights  Conference  may  exceed  all  ex- 
pectations if  thecurrent  trend  in  pre- 
reglstrations  continues.  Doug  Wilson  ot 
Saskatoon  Gay  Community  Centre 
estimaies  the  group  will  host  over 400 
people  during  the  live-day  conference 
beginning  June  29  He  Indicated  that  the 
number  ot  registrations  by  individuals 
has  risen  although  ihe  ma|ority  of  those 
attending  will  be  all  (Haled  with  Gay 
organizations  from  across  ihecountry 


Wi  Ison  s  tresses  I  he  I  mportance  ot  pre- 
registranon    We  leel  we  are  well 
prepared,  "he  explained,  "but  the  only 
way  we  can  gauge  interest  in  the 
worKshopsand  billeting  needs  is 
through  pre-regist  ration." 

Readers  are  referred  lo  the  special  pre- 
registranon  torm  on  page2lotlhls  issue 

of  rep 

Since  our  last  issuearevlsed  agenda 
for  the  conference  has  been  released 
listing  workshopsand  their  leaders.  In 
addition  to  Ihe  regular  workshops  there 
will  be  three  special  workshops  on  coun- 
selling w  it  h  al  tendance  I  Imlted  to  20  per- 

Five  of  the  scheduled  workshops  will 
deal  wilh  aspects  ot  Lesbianismand  will 
be  led  by  women  active  in  the  Lesbian 
movement  in  Western  Canada. 

Keynote  speakers  lor  theconlerence 
will  be  Del  Marlin  and  Phyllis  Lyon,  foun- 
ders of  the  Daughters  of  Bilitis  and 
authors  of  Lesbian/  Woman. 

For  ihe  diversion  of  Ihe  delegates  and 
observers  a  variety  of  social  and  extra- 
curricular act  ivilies  have  been  scheduled 
including  literature  displays  at  Ihe  two 
libraries  in  the  city,  expositions  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  art  at  local  galleries  and  a 
dance  orcoffee  house  every  night. 

by  Keith  Sly  D 


Anti-Gay  shoe 
salesperson  gets 
the  boot 

Alan  Parton.  President  ol  Gay  Equality 
Mississauga,  has  received  an  apology 
Irom  a  company  manager  lor  verbal 
harassment  directed  against  him  by  an 
employee  ol  a  shopping  centre  store. 

Parton  was  harassed  and  mocked  by 
the  salesperson  of  a  Mankind  Shoe  Store 
as  he  passed  by.  The  store  is  located  In 
Square  One,  a  major  shopping  centre  in 
Ihe  area.  Parton  also  works  in  Ihe  cenlre. 
Although  Parton  ignored  the  Insults,  the 
persisted,  calling  out  across  I  he 


mall,' 


The  implication  was  that  I  was 
homosexual  and  fair  game  for  ridicule," 
said  Parton. 

Parton  then  wrote  a  letter  complaining 
of  the  incident  to  Kinney  Shoes  of 
Canada,  the  company  which  owns  Ihe 
Square  One  store.  Claiming  lhat  he"was 
not  fairgame  for  ridicule  of  any  sort," 
Parton  pointed  out  lhat  the  incident 
reflected  on  the  name  of  the  firmand  lhat 
he  would  urge  other  Gays  not  to 
patronize  the  store. 

Response  was  immediate.  G.D. 
Wagner,  general  manager  of  the  Mankind 
division  of  Kinney  Shoes  of  Canada, 
replied:  "I  am  extremely  sorry  you  were 
harassed  by  some  of  ouremployees.  but 
I  assure  you  the  necessary  act  ion  has 
been  taken  toavoid  this  kind  ol  incident 
in  the  future.  Please  accept  my  apology." 

The  salesperson  has  nol  been  seen 
sinceat  Square  One. 

by  Elgin  Blair 


Thechurch  ot  Ihe  Holy  Trinity,  long  familiar 
as  the  si  le  ol  dances  and  other  Gay  com- 
munlly  activities,  was  seriously  damaged  oy 
I  llreonMav9. 


Debate... 

Continued  Irom  page  I 

Leggati  said  lhat  it  might  not  bea 
popular  move  lo  Include  protection  for 
homosexuals,  bul  even  unpopular 
groups  need  protection  and  lhal  is  what 
human  rights  btllsare  tor  A  piece  of 
human  rights  legislation  worth  Ihe  name 
'  has  to  include  discrimination  on  this 
ground.  Leggatt  said 

As  he  understood  the  government's 
argument,  Leggati  added,  11  doesn't  want 
<ls  hands  tied  miheareaot  national 
I  security  Is  nol  an  extra-marital  affair 
i  also  subject  loblacHmall?Theriskof 
blackmail  is  very  low,  particularly  lor  an 
j  open  gay.  Leggatt  said. 

Basford  then  spokefor  about  ten 
minutes,  choosing  his  words  carefully 
I     "This  Is  adifticuit  area."  he  said,  "ot 
concern  to  the  Commit  tee,  lomysell  and 
;  tothegovernmenl.Wehavereviewedlhe 
I  situtation  again  recently,  bul  we  can't 
'  recommend  acceptance  of  this  amend- 
ment. The  Commission  will  administer 
I  a  new  act  covering  more  ground  than  any 
I  provincial  code;  I  don't  want  lo  burden  II 
any  lurther.  Sexual  orientation  may  be 
i  found  in  municipal  codes,  bul  it  is  nol  in 
any  state,  provincial  or  federal 
legislation  In  North  America." 
I      As  lor  Ihe  security  question,  he  said,  It 
,  related  only  to  the  public  serviceandtoa 
i  lew  companies  In  the  private  sector 
doing  business  with  the  government.  II  Is 
not  a  general  issue  in  empioyabili  ty. 
Homosexuali  ty  is  nol  a  bar  reem- 
ployment In  the  public  service,  Baslord 
said. 

Security  relates  to  suitability,  he  said, 
What  is  ol  concern  is  stability  and  Im- 
munity from  improper  pressures. 
Security  crlteriaapply  not  only  lo 
homosexuals.  The  security  aspects  are 
more  appropriately  handled  underother 
acts, 

However,  the  security  clearance 
guidelines  and  Ihe  guidelines  tor  em- 
ployement  of  homosexuals  in  the  public 
service  are  now  being  reviewed,  Basford 
said. 

Leggatt  then  responded  that  the 
Minister  had  in  lad  argued  for  Ihe  In- 
clusion of  sexual  orientation  In  the  bill. 
The  Pearson  guidelines  (the  present 
government  guidelines  on  securilyjlake 
care  ol  the  security  problem  in  ihe  public 
service,  he  said,  so  why  should  Ihe 
pn  valearea  be  allowed  to  goon 
discriminating? 

(The  Canadian  Human  Rights  Act 
covers  the  public  service,  including  the 
army  and  Ihe  RCMP,  and  it  also  covers 
companies  under  federal  charter,  such 
as  the  banks,  airlines  and  railways.) 
If  Mr.  Basford  is  worried  about  Ihe 
workload  of  the  Commission,  Leggatt 
added,  he's  admitting  lhat  there  are  a  lot 
ol  cases  involving  discrimination  on  the 
basis  ol  sexual  orientation. 

When  the  vote  on  Ihesexual  orien- 
tation amendment  was  taken,  only  two 
hands  were  raised  In  support  of  It:  those 
of  Leggati  (New  Westminster)  and  Fair- 
wealher(Fundy-Royal)  Four  MP's  voted 
against  It,  all  Liberals:  Landers  iSami 
John- Lancaster), G.  Marceau(Lapointe), 
Simma  Holt  (Vancouver-Kingsway),  and 
Arthur  Lee  (Vancouver  East).  Tory  Eldon 
Woolliamsand  Liberal  Bruce  Halliday 
abstained,  as  did  an  unidentified  Liberal 
MP. 

"The  government  introduced  what 
what  was  basically  a  lalse  issue,  ared 
herring,"  Garmaise  said  ol  Ihe  security 
question.  NGRC  had  distributed  a  letter 
toall  members  on  t  he  Commi  I  tee  ex- 
plaining why  national  security  wasa 
bogus  issue.  I)  also  supplied  Leggati  and 
Fairwealher  with  arguments  lo  respond 
to  thisquestion,  just  as  it  had  done 
throughout  the  hearings. 

"We  told  Ihem  lhal  it  security  wasa 
problem,  it  was  not  homosexuality  perse 
but  rather  Ihe  ex  tent  to  which  a  person 
might  be  susceptible  lo  blackmail  which 
would  be  ol  concern,"  Garmaise  said.  "A 
person  can  be  susceptible  lo  blackmail 
when  heorshe  tries  to  hide  something, 
beil  homosexuality  or  anything  else  (like 
a  mistress,  a  previous  menial  illness, 
etc.). 

The  National  Gay  Rights  Coalition  is 
planning  some  lorm  ol  protest  on 
Parliament  him  when  the  Act  passes 
third  reading.  □ 
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Something  about 
Shit  Let's  do  It. 

The  following  is  the  opening  of  a 
short  story  I  wrolea  lew  years  ago. 
The  Incident  was  taken  directly 
Iromthelifeolalriendolmine.  Ididn't 
even  change  hisnanv 

■'Michael  had  driven  into  the  wooded 
counlrylaie  at  nighl,  turned  off  on  a  little 
dirt  road,  stopped  the  car,  felt  n  idling, 
taken  i he  length  ol  noseand  tilted  one 
end  totheexhaust,  put  Ihe  other  end  in 
the  nearly  rolled  up  window,  stuffed  a 
lackelintheopeningoythehose  Then 
he  had  lain  down  on  the  seat  The  gas 
hadpouredin  He  had  been  almost 
asleep  when  a  woman  had  knocked  at 
the  window,  then  opened  Ihe  door  and 
reached  In  and  stopped  the  engine.  Later 
heloundout  that  the  dirl  road  was  her 
,  driveway;  she  had  heard  Ihe  car  and 
cometolnvesligate." 

They  took  him  to  an  asylum  and 
watched  him  a  while  and  sent  him  home 
and  last  week,  live  years  later  and  with  no 
warningatall.no  sign  to  anybody  of  Ihe 
state  he  was  in,  hedidil  again  and  didn't 
make  any  mistakes  this  time.  The 
crumpled  tacket  was  among  the 
"personal  eflecls."  such  as  Ihey  were. 
Thecoroner's  report  mentioned 
"llvidity"  and  the  "bloody  fluid"  from  his 
nose  and  moulh,  and  how  his  head  was 
on  Ihe  seal  under  the  steering  wheel  and 
tits  feel  were  on  the  "passenger's  side. " 
How  he  was  found  in  Ihe  laleallernoon 
by  an  off-duty  military  policeman. 

And  we  went  toa  garage  In  a  rich-hip 
suburb  where  Ihe  car  had  been  towed, 
and  broke  the  coroner's  seal  and  drove  it 
back  10  his  place,  wiih  the  stains  still  on 
the  seat. 

There  was  a  quick  conventional- 
Jewish  luneral  arranged  by  Ihe  family 
— a  service  in  ihechapelol  the  rich 
Jewish  cemetery  and  Ihen  a  drive  down 
to  put  Michael  in  Ihe  poor  one  next  door, 
which  didn't  haveachapel.AloIof 
peoplecameandcried  softly  or  got 
hysierlcal  or  did  something  else  and 
gathered  later  and  talked  about  why, 
why.why.  Now  il'sall  receding,  getting 
dimmer.  I  went  through  his  room  and 
took  a  lew  things  and  they're  all  in  place 
in  my  apartment  now. 
Hewasthirty-six. 
I  just  finished  reading  through  the 
things  he  wrote  in  the  last  seven  years  of 
his  lite,  from  an  artlcleon  "Psychiatrists, 
Homosexuals  and  Oppression"  to  the 
suicide  note  he  mailed  to  me  before  he 
drove  off  and  did  It.  The  whole  trajectory, 
the  whole  long  goodbye,  Is  so  evident 
now. 

I  feelllke  crying  now,  but  crying  isn't 
what  thisisabout.  I  don't  know  what  this 
Is  about. 

What  you  learn  from  Michael's 
writings,  and  what  I  will  add,  is  this: 

Hegrew  up  and  lived  till  he  was  twenty- 
nine  In  Incredible,  lethal  spiritual 
isolation.  Being  gay,  being  a  sissy,  being 
d  bram.  being  a  good  boy,  being  an 
academic  who  lived  at  home  and  wrote 
his  sociology  dissertation  on  alienation 
among  lntellecluals(he  interviewed, 
among  others,  Anne  Sexton);  having 
Good  Tasle  (woven  hangings,  Chinese 
prints),  want  Ing  to  be  Impressive  and 
never  showing  a  feeling  and  never  taking 
astand.  (A  relative  wanted  backing  for  a 
hippie  coffee  house  once,  and  Michael 
offered  lobea  "silent  partner  toa 
moderate  degree";  people  cal  led  him 
lhalformonlhs.it  was  so  in  character.) 
And  all  Ihe  lime  running  10  shrinks 
begging  to  be  cured  ol  being  gay,  so  he 
coul  d  have  a  (am  ily  I  ihe  everybody  else, 
"God  It  was  lonely,"  he  wrote. 

Then  the  lale  sixties  happenedand  in 
Ihe  confusion  and  shouting  and 
groovy  rhetoric  he  tound  t  he 
courage  tocome  out.  Explode. 
Something  had  buill  up  In  him,  and  when 

j  hediscovered  Oppression  as  a  real  force 
in  his  life,  discovered  his  lite  hada 
political  dimension,  that  others  shared 
his  feelings  ol  isolation  and  impotence 

!  and  self-hale  and  had  been  terribly  hurt  in 
ways  equivalent  to  his  own,  hecouldn't 
stopat  liberalism,  or  ultra-liberalism,  or 
situational  radlcalismfrorlheduralion 
ol,  say,  Vietnam)or  altruistic  radicalism 
(based  on  compassion  tor  unf  ortu  nate 
others).  Hecame out,  as  he  wrote, 
"lighting  for  my  life."  He  said,  "I 
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valleysand    all  that 

There  are  two  things  here  One  ol  them 
is  what  Michael  believed  about  this  This 
is  Irom  an  article  he  wrote  belore  his  first 
suicide  attempt,  live  years  ago 

So  alter  six  monthsoulof  the  closet, 
as  a  reasonable  success  in  ihe  gay  world, 
I  discovered  I  was  as  lonely  and  isolated 
as  ewer  Then  I  started  to  Ireati  My  cover 
started  lolall  of  I.  my  game  playing  got 
ragged  around  Ihe  edges,  and  linally 
whal  I  was  always  atraid  ol  happened. 
People  could  see  what  I  was  really  like. 
All  my  needs,  tears  and  weaknesses 
were  oul  there  for  everybody  lo  see— all 
my  Iriends.  all  the  other  men.  They  could 
all  see  thai  I  needed  Ihem,  I  wanted  them 
lolove  me  I  wanted  them  logo  to  bed 
with  me  to  prove  il.  And  I  wanted  them  lo 
doit  even  il  I  had  nothing  toolfer  In 
return. 

"I  had  always  been  taught  never  to 
reveal  mysell  like  this,  that  todo  so 
wouldonlydriveeveryoneaway  lhad 
been  laughl  correctly,  lhat'sexactly 
whal  happened." 

That  was  another  mistake  Michael 
didn'tmake  again 

In  the  suicide  nole  (by  Ihe  way,  Ididn't 
get  the  only  one,  but  there  was  nogreal 
dilference  between  Ihem)  he  said  he 
didn't  doubt  my  "af  lection"  or  my 
"willingness"  to  help  him.  He  said,  "Help 
isn't  whal  I  want  now  I've  decided  It's 
alright  toslop  if  I  want  to.  I'm  fifed."  Sure 
he  was  tired,  but  Ihe  rest  Is. ..considerate. 
he'dwritten,"My 
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remember  saying,  that  I  was  leaping  off  a 
cliff  inlo  Ihe  dark,  as  sort  of  an  act  of  faith 
that  there  would  be  something  out  there 
that  I  could  land  on.  That  il  wasn't  just  an 
abyss."  And  trom  then  until  his  death  he 
never  slopped  trying,  in  oneway  or 
another,  to  created  or  himself — as  he 
always  said)  some  new  community, 
some  new  way  of  being  together  with 
people,  loving  each  other  and  working  10 
(sorry,  but  there  it  is)  change  the  world. 

In  the  process  he  lost  one  job  as  a 
professor  because  he  was  too  radical 
and  gay,  and  then  lost  another,  and  there 
went  the  career  the  "silent  partner"  had 
so  carefully  prepared  for.  And  hestarted 
toscramble.  trying  logel  on  welfare, 
selling  off  all  the  expensive  relics  ol  his 
Tasteful  days,  ghost-writing  term  papers, 


borrowing  and  sponging,  living  on  valium 
and  running  to  stay  in  place.  He  went 
through  a  long  series  of  houses,  would- 
becommunes,  or  families,  orgroups  of 
comrades,  which  sometimes  worked  oul 
and  more  often  didn't,  went  through  a 
long  series  of  ever-more-radicalgay 
groups,  moving  leftward  away  from  Ihe 
tide  of  bourgeois  "acceptable"  gays  who 
turned  out  not  tobe  radical  at  all.  any 
more  than  long  hair  ormari|uana  had 
been. 

In  Ihe  last  years  he'd  been  able  to  stop 
a  lot  of  the  scrambling.  Stabilize.  He'd 
landed  a  decent  enough  |obas  a  gay 
counsellor,  had  lost  a  lot  of  weight,  had 
recently  had  his  first  affair  insome  lime, 
which— though  il  ended  badly— did  not 


end  nearly  so  badly  as  some  of  his 
previous  affairs.  (Michael,  lo  tell  the 
truth,  had  had  a  lot  of  unpleasant  jolts 
from  men;  he  once  said,  "II  aversion 
therapy  worked.  Ihere  wouldn't  bea 
faggot  left  in  the  country.")  His  political 
work,  the  meetings  that  took  up  hall  ol 
his  life,  had  reached  adifficult  transilion 
period,  but  it  did  not  seem  to  be  at  an 
impasse  He  seemed. ..normal,  even 
cheerful. His  dealh  caught  everyone  by 
surprise. 

Still,  forsome  reason,  he  gave  oul. 
Whatever  would  have  compensated  him 
tor  Ihose  first  Iwenty-nine  years, 
whalever  would  have  blasted  him  safely 
away  from  their  deadly  gravitational  pull, 
whalever  would  have  broken  Ihe  spell  of 
his  gentle,  impacted  inaccessibility... 
didn't  happen.  Wasn't  going  to 
happen. 

And  so  it  went ,  and  so  it  goes.  And 
what,  you  may  ask,  can  we  learn  from  this? 
("I  walk  through  the  long  schoolroom 
questioning."  Said  Yeats.) 

Obvious  possibilities: 

1 .  Faggots  (particularly  overweight 
Commie  faggots  with  no  senseof 
Fashion)  have  a  hard  time  in  life, 

and— like  other  kinds  ol  people  who  have 
ahardtimeinlife— are,  actuarially 
speaking,  not  the  best  risks  in  the  world. 

2.  Men  are  frequently  not  goodat 
loving  each  other,  at  trusting  and 
engendering  trust.  They  shoulder  their 
responsibilities  and  walk  their  lonesome 


friends,  Ihe  other  men?  They  were  scared 
of  the  intensity  ol  my  demand.  They  had 
all  they  could  do  lo  keep  themselves 
afloat." 
The  other  thing  here  Is  whal  the  reality 

Probably  Ihe  most  incisive  thing  you 
can  say  about  my  friendship  with 
Michael  Is  lhal  I  wasn't  aware  lhal  there 
werethings  I  wasn't  saying  to  him,  things 
hewasn't  saying  tome.  Itallcameso 
naturally.  We  complained,  of  course,  and 
joked  aboul  the  various  hard  knocks,  but 
so  much  was  jusl  pushed  out  ot  mind. 
We  didn't  wani  it  threatening  Ihe  things 
we  had  together,  the  stud  lhat  worked. 
The  clearest  casein  poinl  is  the  sex  we 
never  had,  Ihe  love  we  never  made,  partly 
because  I  wasn't  turned  on  by  his  body 
and  partly  because  I  was  afraid  even 
sleeping  wilh  him  would  upset  some 
mysterious  Balance.  Summon  up 
demons.  Almosl  certainly  it  would  have. 
And  Ihen. ..who  knows? 

One  ol  many  risks  it  didn't  seem  wise 
to  take, 

The  faci  is,  I  had  reserves  Michael 
could  have  drawn  on.  I  got  blind  drunk  at 
aparlyonceand  told  him,  "For  what  it's 
worth.  I  love  you."  And  he  said,  "It's 
wortha  lot,  because  I  love  you  too  I  st  in 
did.  I  still  do.  When  he  died  I  sobbed  and 
sobbed,  "I  would  havedonearry/fiing/." 

Of  course  I  don't  know  whal 
anyming  might  have  consisted  of.  He 
might  have  dragged  me  indeepand  then 
goneanddoneitanyway  Takenmewith 
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mm.  in  (act 

Don't  know, don't  care.  He's  dead. 
Whatever  t  he  real  ity  was. 

3  Political  radicalism  Michaelonce 

I  want  to  live,  and  I  want  lo  have  a  lite 
worm  living,  and  the  only  way  I'll  eve' 
achieve  lhal  is  not  |usi  by  totally 
changing  my  own  masculine' 
personality,  my  own  pattern o! 
behaviour,  bu!  by  collectively  struggling 

ih  others  to  create  new  ways  ol 
relating  to  each  other  and  ultimately  by 

illng  a  revolutionary  community  in 
which  love  is  possible,  irust  is  possible. 
Acommunity  without  winners  and 
losers,  without  successes,  without 
"men',  acommunilyol  people  capabieol 


"revolutionary  community"  gol  too 
remote  Irom  the  only  spiritual 
Community  he'd  ever  really  fell  part  of 
(Unless  you  count  Jews,  when  he  was 
very  youngi  1 1  got  spread  loo  thin,  got 
tosnnagreal  abstract  Struggle  that 


rjldn' 


ioyand  love  Such  a  thinq  isn't  possible 
nAmeriKa:  Capitalism,  imperialism,  and 
aclsm  require  predatory,  competitive, 
emotionally  armored  men  and 
submissive,  ornamental,  emotionally 
support  ive  women. ' ' 

Well,  clearly,  il  you  have  todo 
away  with  capitalism,  imperial- 
ism, and  racism  tc  gel  a  hie 
worth  living,  you've  got  a  problem.  (We 
do,  of  course,  in  some  sense,  but  It  isn't 
anything  you  want  lotfweHon.fGiven  the 
apparenl  hardiness  o(  our  present 
system,  and  given  the  prospects  for 
change  in  (if  anything)  the  wrong 
direction,  it's  easy  loseehowacommil- 
tedMaroisl-Lentnisi-Femtnist  might  be 
driven  loa  terminal  despair. 

But  I  don't  think  thai  was  it.  Thai  was 
always  Irue  What  had  changed  for 
Michael  recently  was  how  he  tell  about 
olher  gay  people. 

Hehad  been  most  passionate,  most 
hopeful,  most  inspiring  in  his  days 
as— basically— agay activist  Seeing 
gay  peopleas  his  essential  spiritual 
Communily  Six  months  before  he  died 
he  wrote,  "I  believed  it  was  the  fact  of 
gayness  lhat  set  meaparl  Iromolher 
whitemiddleciassmen.andiedmeto 
radical  politics,  lorme  this  was  true.  But 
the  strength  ol  my  own  feelings  led  me  to 
behevethalthesamejriustbetruelor 
most  other  gay  men.  Iflhey  could  only  be 
shown  how  society  oppressed  them  for 
being  queers  they  would  have  founder- 
stand  that  they  must  lake  theirstandon 
the  side  ot  all  oppressed  peopteagamst 
ourcommon  oppressors. 

"The  greatest  single  disillusionment 
of  the  last  lew  years  is  being  forced  to 
admit  that  this  just  isn't  Irue.  No!  all  gay 
men  even  feel  the  kind  ot  pain  Melt 
Fewer  connect  that  tomasculine  rotes  or 
seetheneedlochangesuchroles  And 
lewer  still  see  such  roles  as  pari  of  capi- 
talist society  lhat  can  only  bechanged 
through  a  struggle  tor  socialism. 

Shortly  before  hediedlliemembersol 
his  gay  radical  groupdecidedlodisband 
and  individually  to  |om  non-gay  radical 
groups  working  mainly  againsl  ..im- 
perialism "Material oppression  "Like 
thai 
June 


Other  people,  when  lhal  happens  to 
them,  just  dropout  ot  politics.  Do 
something  else  Get  rich,  gel  cynical,  get 
laid,  get  Rolled,  get  elected,  gel  drunk, 
gel  stoned,  get  religion, get 
SOMETHING.  God  knows  H  you  had  to 
Belteveinwhat  you  were  Doing  or  die.  Ihe 
population  woulddecllne  so  fast  we'd  be 
spending  our  tivesat  funerals.  Assuming 

BulMlchaelwasdifferentthalway  It 
was  something  that  he  carried  around 
and|ust.  gave  of  I,  like  light  Yearsagol 
asked  him  Hal  out  whether,  if  he  ever  losf 
laith  in  political  struggle,  there  would  be 
nothing  lor  him  lodobutdie  With  no 
hesitation  al  all  he  said.  "Yeah."  I  asked 
how  hetell  about  that;  he  said, 
"Sometimes  it  scares  me.  sometimes  it 
comforts  me ." 

As  somebody  saidat  the  wake.  "He 
really  believed  all  lhalstull  " 

It  was  one  of  Ihosegenuinely 
uncorrupted  girts,  because  he  never  had 
the  slightest  idea  how  much  it  was  worth. 

4.  Something  lhat  is  an  extension  ol 
radicalism  Something  about  "losers." 

It  is  important  nollOglarTIOrize 

Michael.  He  behaved  in  a  lot  of  sfupld 
self -defeating  ways. 

It  ismore  important  not  to  say- Well, 
Michael  wasa  loser  Too  bad  Character 
:  fate 

Michael  wrole.  "Everybody  in  America 
is  taught  lo  hide  hlsor  her  unhappiness 
at  all  costs.  Unhappiness  is  the  stigma  of 
personal  inadequacy,  since  if  you're 
unhappy,  it's  your  own  fault.  Ol  course, 
it  sail  right  loadmil  you're  unhappy  il 
youalsoadmit  it's  your  own  fault  and  try 
lo  help  yourself  economically,  or  cure 
yourself  psychiatrically  All  the  forceo! 
the  culture  has  been  used  to  tell  usand 
make  us  accept  Ihe  fact  we  were  making 
ourselves  unhappy  As  long  as  we  could 
be  kept  apart  Irom  each  other  we  might 
believe  it" 


Michael  believed  that  "the  cause 
of  our  unhappiness  is  an  imperial- 
ist, capitalist ,  racist ,  anti-human 
society,"  but  if  doesn't  immediately 
matter  whether  you  accept  those  terms 
or  Ihe  exlremilyotthose  sentiments. 
What  does  matter  is  that  we  ARE  aparl 
from  each  of  her  and  we  00  believe  if:  we 
fundamentally  accept  that  we  make 
ourselves  unhappy  Thai  unhappiness 
means  inadequacy.  That  it's  our  own 
fault,  To  thedegree  lhat  we're  unhappy, 
we're  also  ashamed. 

Michael  wrole,  "I  cannot  and  will  not 
pretend  lo  happiness  any  longer,  lam 
desperately  unhappy.  And  that  is  the 
sourceof  Ihe  only  strength  I  have." 

It  was.  And  he  lost  it.  Pretended  lo 
happiness  Pretended  lobe...normal, 
even  cheerful. 
And  died. 

5  Suicide  is  thesincerest  form  of  sell ■ 
criticism,  and  IhesinceresI  form  of 
Fuck-You. 
You  see,  il  leaves  us  trying  to  find 
I  some  meaning  in  this  In  Michael's  short 
obscure  li  te  and  early  dismal  death. 

And  he  really  twisted  the  knife.  About 
!  amonfh  before  hedied  he  wrote  that,  by 
pulling  your  own  despair  ahead  of  Ihe 
"central"  struggle  against  material 
,  iniustice,"  Even  suicide  can  be  seen  as 
giving  your  life  for  your  privileges." 
(Michael  of  course  was  whifeand  male 
and  educated  and  cultured  and  didn't 
l  havea  menial  job  and  hang  around  bars 
'_  and  drink  himself  intoa  nightly  stupor 
'  andendupslashmghiswrislsina 
Tenderloin  hoiel,  leaving  a  corpse  in  a 
morgue  and  nobody  who  gavea  shit  Soil 
was  presumptuous  of  him— even,  as 
someof  Ihe  politicals  have  said, 
■  "reactionary"— tohavedonethis.) 

Wonderful  Hediedforhisprivileges. 
!  Goodbye  and  amen. 

He  used  to  say  lhat  the  slories  I  wrote. 
about  hopeless  people,  acledas 
"propaganda  tor  despair  "That  really 
disturbed  me.  II  changed  me. 
But  actions  speak  louder  than  words. 
I  remember  him  describing  once  Ihe 
feehngs  he'd  had  as  the  gas  poured  into 
Ihe  cart  hat  lirst  lime;  the  "voluptuous 
resignation,"  lying  Ihere  thinking  tohim- 


selt,  "I  triad. \  tried.  There  was  nothing 

morel  could  do' 
Michael  was  in  pain.  The  pain  got  too 
I  bad  Hewas fired  Hequit  End  ol  story 
i      And  in  conclusion: 

When  Michael  died  there  was  m 

consequence  a  certain  amount  ot 
1  speculation  about  me.as  if  I  had.  caught 

the  wreath.  And  in  brief ,  bad  momenls 
,  since  then  I've  actually  imagined  writing 

llltle  notes  to  comfort  my  bereaved,  and 

buying  a  hose  (or  Iheexhaust  (I 

measured  thediameter  once),  and 

seleclinga  lonely  sile. 
,      But  lhat  is  noi  in  the  cards,  though  I 

am,  ol  course,  tired  too  Even, 

sometimes,  tired. 
,      T  S.  Eliot  wrote: 

>    Whatever  we  inherit  from  the  fortunate 
We  have  taken  Irom  the  defeated 
vVhal  they  had  to  leave  us — a  symbol: 
A  symbol  perfected  in  death. 
Michael's  was  finally,  I  think,  an 

honourable  defeat  The  things  lhat 

defeated  him  have  defeated  count  less 
,  others,  and  will  deleat  countless  more. 

As  lor  the  symbol  he  leaves — well,  it  is  a 
',  rare  and  formtdablelhingtohavehada 
'  Vislon.lthinkolthal"communily 
!  without  winners  and  losers."  I  think  of 
,  something  he  said:  "No  revolution  has 
j  ever  succeeded,  because  history  hasn't 

slopped.  No  revolution  has  ever  (ailed, 
!  because  history  hasn't  slopped.  There's 
|  always  been  change."  And  his  story  ot 
i  the  micro-organism  lhal  scientists  had 

always  believed  lobe  moving  in  endless 


random  pailerns.  unlit  they  finally  dis- 
cover edit  was  only  trying  lot  ind  where  it 
belonged  Then  it  stopped. 

I  am  just  [as  Michael  otten  told  me)a 
"parlor  pink.- committed  to  no  coherent 
ideology  or  program,  and  without  that 
quaiityol Vision  Buithesymptomsof 
my  griet.  ot  late,  have  taken  soma 
slrange  and  drastic  forms,  among  Ihema 
feeling  ot  having  tocarry  on,.. something 
indefinable,  lhal  passed  bei  ween  us. 
Something  thai  prevents  me  irom  gel- 
ling back  lo  Normal,  any  more. 

Which  scares  me. 

They  always  say.  intending  lo  console, 
that  Ihe  dead  llveon  in  the  hearts  ol 
those  who  loved  them.  It's  a  preiiy 
thought,  wilh  a  nol-very-pretly  under- 
side, which  in  ihe  present  case  reminds 
meol  something  Michael  quoted  to  me 
from  Chnsi  opher  I  Sherwood's 
recplteclionsolyoulh.  Approximately 
lhis:Weall  wanted  to  grow  old  and  wise, 
so  we  all  wanted  toSuf  I er.  because  we 
knew  that  was  how  you  got  lobe  old  and 
wise  But  we  didn't  want  it  to  hurt. 

Michael  in  lhal  sense  lives  on  As 
people  always  have  As  we  will 

Which  should  not  obscure  this  other 
Ihlng.which  is  lhal  mColma,  California, 
in  a  cemetery  without  a  chapel,  with  sea 
birds  circling  and  in  almost  perfect  quiet, 
he  rests, as  they  say,  in  peace.G 


"Finally  I  have  no  answers. 
I  don't  know  where  I  am 
going,  only  the  direction  in 
which  I  must  proceed. 
I  often  feel  alone  and 
j  isolated  in  this  journey, 
but  that  is  changing.  Slowly, 
with  many  false  starts,  we 
are  coming  together.  We 
are  frightened  because  we 
are  leaving  all  of  the  world 
we  knew  behind  us,  with 
whatever  security  it 
provided.  It  is  still  very  hard 
to  trust  one  another  with 
our  lives.  But  there  is  no 
going  back,  and  we  are 
building  the  future  as  we 
go.Wemustcreateanew 
world,  if  we  are  to  be  able  to 
go  on  living." 

—Michael  Silverstein,  1972 


Michael  Silverstein,  who  committed 
suicide  on  February  12  ol  thisyear,  was 
one  of  the  most  respected  and  influential 
figures  ol  Ihe  seventies  In  the  radical  gay 
movement  ol  Ihe  San  Francisco  Bay 
area.  He  grew  up  In  Oakland,  Calilornia, 
received  a  Ph.D.  in  sociology  from  UCLA 
in  1967  and  won  a  prestigious  appoint- 
ment as  prolessor  at  Cily  College  ol  New 
York.  HewasslilllnNewYorkwhen 
Stonewall  erupted,  and  he  rapidly 
became,  in  his  phrase,  a  "movement 
heavy." 

Fired  from  City  Collegefor  "radicalism"  In 
1970,  he  moved  back  wesl  to  teach  al 
California  Stale  College  al  Hay  ward,  a 
conservative  suburban  Institution  which 
could  not  tolerate  his  radical  approach  lo 
teaching  or  to  gay  politics. 

Prolestdemonstratlons  notwith- 
standing (see  Gay  Sunshine,  no.  6,  March 
1971 ),  he  was  dismissed  again  and  the 
academic  career  came  loan  end.  (The 
history  of  thai  phase  in  his  life  Is 
recorded  movingly  in  his  classic  essay. 
"The  Short  Unhappy  Career  of  aGay 
Academic,"  reprinted  in  Men  and  Mascu- 
linity, Joseph  Peck  and  Jack  Sawyer,  eds.) 

As  the  seven  t  ies  u  n  I  olded,  Michael 
helped  lo  found,  or  prominently  partici- 
pated in,  a  succession  of  gay  organizations 
throughout  the  Bay  area  Hewasoneoflhe 
original  members  of  Ihe  Gay  Sunshine 
collective,  a  frequent  conlributor  to  the 
early  issues  of  lhat  journal,  and  altera  split 
occurred  In  t  he  Suns  ft /r?e  collective  In  the 
Spnngof197l ,  he  helped  toputoul  Ihe 
short-lived  People's  Gay  Sunshine.  In  his 
last  years,  his  activities,  always  left- 
centred,  look  on  a  stricter  sociallsf  orien- 
lat  ion,  as  he  moved  through  a  series  ol 
groups,  each  more  explicitly  Marxlsl- 
Leninist  lhan  Ihe  preceding.  A  month 
belore  his  death  Michael  wrote  tome 
lhat  he  had  abandoned  gay  lett  politics 
as  "white  supremacist  and  mate 
supremacist"  and  was  "moving  toward 
membership  in  a  general  antl-imperialisl 
Marxisi-LeninisI  organization"  In  which 
the  gay  element  was  submerged  and 
which  involved  "Intenseself-criticlsm." 
Bui  his  linal  choice  intercepted  this 
process  or  perhaps  was  (who  knows?)  Its 
culmination, 

More  lhan  a  dedicated  movement  ac- 
tivist, Michael  was  a  man  of  en- 
cyclopedic knowledge  withalascinallng 
range  ol  tastes  and  interests.  Even 
beyond  lhat,  he  was  a  kind  of  embodied 
moral  conscience,  to  me  personally  and 
lo  many  others  who  knew  him,  His  death 
is  a  loss  forallot  us,  though  lew  have 
earned,  through  their  commitment  and 
sacrifice,  more  tullytherighllochoose 

VinceOeLuca 


Larry  Tate  is  a  tree-lance  writer  living  in 
Berkeley. 

Vlnce  Oe  Luca.  who  was,  along  with 
Michael  Silverstein,  a  member  ot  ihe 
Berkeley  Gay  Men  s  Rap,  now  teaches 
English  at  Ihe  University  of  Toronto 
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Who  gets  the  kids? 


Usually  not  lesbian  mothers,  at  least  not  in  the 
courts  as  they  are  being  conducted  today. 

by  Chris  MacNaughton 


Parents.  Mothers  up  to  theiretbows  i, 
suds,  telling  you  to  turn  down  the 
television,  eat  your  veggies  or  hit  the 
books  Fathers  disappearing  under 
'  cars  —  wrenches  in  hand,  demanding 
I  that  the  lawn  be  cut  on  an  obviously 
I  beach  day  or  reviewing  your  allowance  i 
1  light  ot  your  marks.  Stereotypical?  Yes, 
I  but  somehow  we  view  parents  —  our 
1  ownat  least  —  in  very  traditional  ways. 
Their  Image  is  defined  by  the  parental 
role.  It's  difficult,  tor  example,  to  think  ot 
them  as  sexual  beings  at  all. 

The  institutionalized  roles  of  parent 
and  child  have  led  each  to  deny  thatpor- 
!  tion  of  the  other's  humanity  Butparents. 
I  like  children,  are  sexual  and,  as  in  any 
j  group  of  people,  many  are  homosexual 
as  well. 

i      It  has  always  been  difficult  lor  gay 
!  people  to  come  out  in  for  out  ot) 
marriages  It  has  been  more  difficult  tor 
j  women  than  tor  men,  because  of  their 
economic  dependence  inside  of  the 
\  marriage  and  the  social  barriers  to  selt- 
i  sufficiency  outside  ot  it. 

When  there  are  children,  thequestion 
of  breaking  up  a  marriage  —  theusuat 
result  ot  one  partner  coming 
out  —  becomes  a  matter  tor  much  more 
serious  consideration.  For  the  gay  per- 
son It  may  be  one  more  hurdle  to  get  over 
before  coming  out. 

The  law  Is  no  help.  Homosexualac- 
tlvlty  Is  now  a  ground  lor  divorce,  but 
what  that  means  is  that  the  homosexual 
partner  is  seen  as  responsible  lor  the 
break-up  This  Is  hardly  conducive  to  an 
amicable  separation  And  it  the  divorce  is 
granted  on  this  ground,  It  is  unlikely  that 
the  gay  parent  will  be  given  cus  tody  ot  lor 
sometimes  even  access  to)  the  children. 

Thegay  movement  has  had  some 
effect,  however  There  is  a  community 
now  to  support  parents  as  theycomeout 
end  to  encourage  them  to  petition  tor 
custody  ol  their  children.  As  more  gay 
parents  do  come  out,  the  courts  are  forced 
to  examine  and  to  fake  into  account 
the  human  situations  created  by  these 
divorces.  So,  although  our  rights  as  gay 
parents  have  not  been  established  in  law, 
and  that  is  something  we  will  have  to 
keep  fighting  for,  there  have  been 
precedent-creating  cases  which  will 
affect  future  decisions. 

In  this  article,  Christina  MacNaughton, 
a  barrister  formerly  ol  the  Toronto  Com- 
|  munlty  Law  Program,  examines  the 
.  relevant  Canadian  cases  and  their  im- 
plications tor  those  ot  us  who  are  gay 
and  have  to  come  out  the  long  hard 
route  —  through  marriageand 
parenthood,  (ed.j 

In  any  divorce  or  separation,  custody  of 
thechildrenollhemarriageistbemost 
painful  issue  thai  the  couple,  with  the 
assistanceof  their  lawyers  and  the  courts, 
will  have  lo  resolve.  In  most  people's 
minds  theaward  ol  custody  is  tied  lo  the 
idea  ol  matrimonial  fault.  The  somewhat 
i  nappropriat  e  use  ol  an  adversarial 
system  in  family  matters  Itesat  the  heart 
ol  the  feeling  that  tobe  awarded  custody 
is  lo  receive  some  of  the  "spoils  ol  war." 
To  win  the  custody  of  one's  child  In  Ihe 
courtroom  battle  is  lobe  vindicated; 
it  is  tobe  shown  to  be  innocent  of  blame 
In  the  deterioration  of  the  marriage;  it  is 

i  lobe  shown  to  be  in  theright. 

'      Gay  parents  are  as  likely  asanylo  want 
custody  Like  all  parents,  they  areat- 

,  tachedto  their  children  and  believe  that 
Iheir  having  custody  will  be  in  the  best  in- 

;  terest  ot  Ihe  kids.  A  gay  parent  may  also 
leel  lhat  to  win  custody  is  to  experience 

;  vindication  ot  his/her  lifestyle.  Perhaps 
this  is  one  reason  thai  child  custody  Is 
seenasaparticularpriorityinthefighl 
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,  (or equal rightslor gays. 

The  issue  of  custody  usually  comes  up 
in  one  of  two  ways.  Either  parent  can  apply 

I  foccustody  under  the  provisionsol 
trie  Infants  Act.  Or  a  request  for  custody 
can  be  made  along  with  the  pelilion  for 
divorce,  under  Section  1 1  of  Ihe  Divorce 

I  Act 

•  Before  our  present  Divorce  Act  came 
Into  law  in  1968,  Ihe  granting  of  adivorce 
was  based  firmly  on  the  concept  of 

|  marital  laull,  and  Ihe  only  available 
grounds  were  physical  cruelty  and 

|  adultery  The  present  legislation  retains 
Ihe  concept  ol  laull.  but  extends  Ihe 
grounds  lo  include  marital  breakdown, 

!  desertion, Insanity, rapeand 

I  homosexual  activity. 

:      In  making  Ihe  custody  award,  the 

!  divorcecour!  will  pay  some  heed  to  the 
ground  upon  which  Ihe  divorce  was 
sought  The  judge's  opinion  may  be 

;  coloured  it  a  parent  has  willully  brought 
abot'i  the  dissolution  of  the  home 
without  much  apparent  thought  ol  the  ef- 
fect on  the  children.  In  determining 

i  custody  the  judge,  by  section  1 1  of  the 
Divorce  Act,  looks  to  "the  conduct  of  the 

i  parties  and  Ihe  condition,  means  and  cir- 

,  cumstances  of  each  of  them,"  and  by  the 

i  general  principle  inherent  In  all 

i  legislation  dealing  in  any  way  with 
children  and  their  custody,  iheiudge 

i  must  have  regard  lor  Ihe  best  Interestsof 

'  the  Child  as  his  or  her  paramounl  con- 

I  slderahon 

'      Itlsuplolhejudgetodetermineonthe 
evidence  before  him  or  her.  and  in  the 

|  llghlof  previous  cases,  what  is  in  the 

■  besl  interest  sof  Ihechild  In  the  case  at 

A  century  ago  Ihere  was  a  ruleof  law 
j  that  a  father  had  the  absolute  right  to  the 
I  custody  of  his  children.  Later  this  was 
offset  by  Ihe  development  olageneral 
principle  that  the  molher  was  besl  suited 
to  have  the  care  and  control  of  children  of 
"tender  years."  The  Irend  today  is  to  view 
both  parents  as  having  equal  right  to  the 
custody  of  any  and  all  of  Ihelr  children. 

The  parents  begin  on  an  equal  footing. 
Then  the  judge  compares  such  f  aclors 
as:  the  linancial  means  ot  each;  the 
moral  tone  of  their  households;  the  kind 
of  care  and  af  ten  I  ion  the  ch  i  Id  wou  Id 
receive,  and  from  whom;  and  the  plans 
and  arrangements  of  each  parent  for  the 
child'sfuture. 

In  the  determination  of  custody  Ihe 
only  rule  is  that  there  is  no  hard  and  fast 
rule  —  there  is  no  magic  formula  which 
wi  1 1  guaranl  ee  an  award  of  custody.  The 
judge  looks  at  and  considers  every  factor 
which  he  orshe  thinks  is  relevant  in 
determining  the  best  Interests  of  the 
child  and,  in  alleasi  one  case,  the|udge 
has  said  that  a  parent's  homosexuality  is 
one  of  Ihe  factors  which  should  be 
weighed  in  the  balance  In  the  past  it  has 
been  a  (actor  which  has  seemed  to  blind 
judges  loall  olherconsiderations. 

The  judges  who  sit  in  thedivorce  court 
and  in  any  olhercourts  with  jurisdiction 
over  child  custody  are  the  predictable 
products  of  their  society  and  Ihe 
profession  through  which  they  rose  to 
the  bench.  They  are  not  you  ng.  They  are, 
almost  without  exception,  conservative 
in  politics  and  lifestyle,  and  like  most 
people  of  their  age  and  social  stralum, 
they  know  little  and  wish  loknow  less 
about  homosexuals.  The  institution  of 
The  Law  itself  does  not  usually  lead 
society's  thinking,  it  follows  It;  often  by  a 
decade  or  more.  And  Society  is  not  as 
liberal,  progressiveor  toleranl  in  its  atti- 
tude toward  gays  as  we  wish  it  were. 
The  press  is  getting  better,  and  Ihere  is  a 
Irend  toward  t  he  appoi  ntment  of 
vounqer  judges  wnh  backgrounds  in 


social  work,  out  it  will  be  a  long  tii 
before  the  judiciary  in  general  Is  very 
enlightened. 

At  present  there  are  only  four  reported 
cases  to  which  the  legal  profession  has 
recourse  torprecedents  in  Canada. 
This  does  nol  mean  thai  there  were  only 
I  toursuch  cases.  Therewere  undoubtedly 
I  many  more  in  which  homosexuality  was 
I  apotentialissueinadivorceor 
'  custodycase.Bulifacasewassetlled 
out  of  court  or  the  divorce  was  sought  on 
I  other  grounds  to  avoidat trading  un- 
wantedaltention.noprecedent  would 
have  been  formed.  Even  the  cases  that  are 
I  decided  in  the  court  sare  by  no  meansall 
:  reportedin  the  law  reports  —  alawyet's 
I  mainsourceof  case  precedents. 

The  first  case  in  which  homosexuality 
1  was  used  as  a  ground  for  divorce  was  lhe 
1972caseof  M.vM.,  adecisionof  Mr. 
I  Justice  Nicholson  of  the  Prince  Edward 
1  Island  Supreme  Courl.lnlhis  case  the 
husband  sued  lhe  wife  for  adivorce  on 
'  the  basis  of  her  alleged  homosexual 
j  conduct.  There  were  no  children  ol  the 
I  marriage  so  custody  was  not  an  issue, 
'  butthe  case  willgive  you  some  idea  of 
j  theway  courts  and  judges  behave  when 
faced  with  homosexual  matters 

Thejudgehad  to  determine  whether 
i  twowomen could engagema 
I  homosexual  act  as  defined  by  the 


Divorce  Act.  The  Court  received  evidence 
I  of  Mr.  M.  having   witnessed  his  wife  and 
I  her  friend  kissing.  Various  of  Mrs.  M's 
I  love  letters  were  read  to  the  court,  and 
lhe  alleged  lover's  husband  was 
I  questioned.  Then,  according  to  Ihe 
I  judge.  Mrs.  M's  lover  was  questioned  and 
I  answered  thus: 

Counsel:        Didanypersonreachacll- 
max  if  you  may  use  that 
wordintheserelalions? 
j  Answer:         Yes. 
The  Judge.    Am  I  to  understand  your 
conduct  with  the  respon- 
dent, Mrs.  M.,  would  result 
in  each  of  you  reaching  a 
sexual  climax  or  orgas  m? 
Answer:        Yes. 

Eventually  the  Court  decided  lhat  If  two 
naked  women  fondleeach  other  to  the 
point  of  orgasm,  Ihe  behaviour  con- 
slllutesa  homosexual  act  such  as  will 
provideground  for  divorce.  The  Court  did 
not  however,  reach  that  decision  without 
first  considering  Morris  Ploscowe'stexl 
Sex  and  the  Law  which  had  been 
published  in  1951 ,  and  quollng  from  two 
,  ancienl  American  cases: 

■  S(a/e v.Whitmarsh  11910),  in  which  the 

:  judge,  in  considering  whether  lellalio  is 
I  acrime against  nature, said,  "We regret 
that  the  importance  of  this  question  ren- 

■  ders  it  necessary  to  soil  the  pages  of  our 
!  reports  with  a  subject  so  loathsomeand 
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"I  greatly  fear  that  if  thesechildren  are  raised  by  the  mother 
they  will  be  too  much  in  contact  with  people  of  abnormal 
tastes  and  proclivities." 


iiv->juiiing  as  Ihe  one  confronting  us" 
Wisev  The  Commonwealth ot  Virginia 
(1923):  "This  character  ol  evil  conduct  is 
the  vice  ol  low  and  depraved  natures  and 
instances  of  it  have  been  notably  fare  in 
ihisjurisdiclion." 

Mr.  Justice  Nicholson  also  saw  lil  to 
make  reference  to  the  slatute  passed 
during  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII  in  1533 
which  imposed  the  death  penalty  for 
buggery 

The  net!  case  tograce  the  pages  ot  the 
law  reports  was  Gaveronski  v.  Gaveronski, 
a  1974  decision  by  Mr.  Justice  MacPherson 
ol  the  Saskatchewan  Queen's  Bench, 
In  ttiiscase  a  husband  sued  his 
wile  for  divorce  There  were  two  sons  and 
onedaughler  Thiscaserelieduponthe 
decision  ol  Mv.W  The  fudge  granted  the 
husband  a  decree  nisi,  declaring  (hat 
there  need  be  no  proof  of  vaginal  conlact, 
the  caressing  ol  each  woman's  breasis 
by  theotherconstiluteda  homosexual 
act  wilhin  Ihe  scope  of  section  3{b)of  Ihe 
Divorce  Act,  giving  grounds  for  divorce. 

Then,  withoul  giving  any  reasons  lor 
so  doing,  (he  |udge  awarded  custody  of 
the  daughter  to  the  wifeand  the  sons  to 
ihe husband  Thedecisioncarriedthe 
i  note  that  an  originating  noiiceol  motion 
concerning  custody  was  adiourneds/ne 
die  in  plain  English  that  means  lhat  one 
ot  the  parties  had  brought  amotion 
asking  for  custody,  but  it  was  adjourned 
June 


without  decision,  and  could  be  raised  on 
reasonable  notice  at  some  later  date. 
Whether  it  was  subsequently  raised,  and 
if  so,  how  it  was  decided  is  not  reported. 

The  third  ot  the  four  cases  featuring 
homosexuality,  and  the  first  one  in  which 
child  custody  was  directly  in  issue,  was 
Casev.  Case,  a  1974  decision  by  the 
sameMr  Justice  MacPherson  of  the 
Saskatchewan  Queen's  Bench  who 
decided  Ihe  Gaveronski  case.  Case  v. 
Casewas  an  application  by  the  Father  for 
custodyof  his  two  children  under  the 
Sashalche wan  IntanlsAcl 

The  facts  were  somewhat  compl  ex  as 
they  so  often  are  when  human  emotions 
are  involved.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Case  began 
living  together  in  1961.  Theirdaughler 
was  born  in  1964,  and  Iwo  years  later 
while  they  wereon  holiday  in  Florida  Ihey 
gol  married.  In  1968  Mrs.  Case  got  a 
divorce  in  Florida.  The  next  year,  in  1969, 
Ihey  resumed  cohabitation,  and  in  1970 
their  son  was  born.  Then  Mr.  and  Mrs 
Case  separated  once  and  for  all  in  1973 

Theiudgecited  the  evidence  that  the 
children's  father  owned  and  operated 
three  huge  farms,  andas  a  result  had  lo 
beawayfromhomeagrealdeal  His 
hobby  was  target  shooting  with  rilles 
and  handguns,  and  he  kept  a  loaded 
pislol  in  the  house  at  all  limes.  The 
children  would  be  in  thecareof  hissisfer 
who  I  ived  wil  h  him.  She  had  been  divorced 


twlceandat  Ihe  time  of  Ihe  trial  was 
separated  trom  her  third  husband.  The 
sisler  wasa  trained  legal  steno,  and  was 
questioned  belorethecouM  as  to  her  fit- 
ness lobe  associated  with  the  children. 

Thechildren'smotheralthelimeot 
the  trial  had  been  living  with  one  Ms 
Elaine  Harris  lor  about  a  year  and  a  hall. 
There  were  no  allegations  made  that  the 
Cases'  union  broke  up  due  to  Ms.  Harris 
Oemg  involved  with  Mrs,  Case.  Evidence 
was  given  that  Ihe  two  women  slept  in 
the  same  bed.  Ms  Harris  was  presenl 
during  the  last  threedaysot  the  six-day- 
long lrial,but  unlike  Ihe  father's  sisler 
she  was  nol  made  available  tor 
examination  by  the  court. 

The|udge,  in  his  reasons  (or 
judgement,  indicated  that  he  lellshe 
should  have  been  produced  as  a  witness 
tohelp  him  assess  her  quality  as  a  home 
maker  and  her  relationship  to  Ihe 
children.  Mrs.  Case  was  said  to  be  the 
vice-p res idenl  ol  Ihe  women's  section  ol 
agay  club,  and  as  such  otten  Invited 
members  of  Ihis  club  to  her  home  both 
singly  and  in  couples. 

Mrs.  Case  gave  evidence  that  the 
lather  commonly  beat  the  children,  but 
Ihe  |udge  refused  lo  accept  her  evidence. 
saying: 
The  mother  testi tied  before  me  that 
Ihe  child's  boitom  and  penis  wereblue 
with  bruises,  that  there  was  blood  in  his 
urine  and  in  her  concern  tor  him  she 
took  him  to  hospital.  The  hospital 
medical  report  s  do  not  corroborate  the 
mother.  Dr.  Haq  in  his  report  says  there 
were  no  abnormalities  found  except 
some  purplish  marks  on  thechild's  bul- 
locks and  lower  back. 
Then  Mr.  Just  ice  MacPherson  states: 
"It  seems  ro  me  that  homosexuality  on 
the  part  ota  parent  Is  a  factor  to  be  con- 
sidered along  with  all  the  other  evidence 
In  the  case  It  should  not  be  considered  a 
bar  in  itself  lo  a  parent's  right  to 
custody." 

Then,  with  that  in  mind,  he  gave 
custody  ot  both  children  to  the  lather 
because  the  father  was  best  able  locare 
for  them  financially  and  because  he  had 
allowed  his  sister,  who  would  actually 
care  for  the  children  to  be  assessed  by 
the  court.  Me  refused  the  mother's  claim 
on  the  basis  lhat  she  had  no  clear  plans 
for  the  children's  future,  and  that  she  did 
not  produce  Ms  Harris  lo  be  examined  as 
to  her  role  vis  a  vis  the  children. 

Despite  his  pious  pronouncement  that 
homosexuality  of  a  parent  is  only  one 
factor  lobe  weighed,  his  conviction 
seems  to  be  lhat  it  should  weigh  heavily, 
and  never  favourably.  He  says  In  con- 
clusion: 
I  greatly  lear  that  il  these  children  are 
raised  by  the  mother  they  will  be  too 
much  in  contact  with  peopled  ab- 
normal tastes  and  proclivities. 
The  bench  has  yet  to  realize  that  sexual 
orientation  is  not  contagious,  or  thai  it  il 
could  be  determined  by  proselytizing, 
then  undoubtedly  there  would  be  no 
such  thing  as  a  homosexual 

The  fourth  and  most  recent  Canadian 
case  awards  custody  of  a  six-year-old  girl 
to  her  lesbian  mother,  but  Ihe  case  isof 
limited  use  as  a  precedent  since  it  is  only 
a  provincial  lamily  court  decision.  K  v  K 
was  decided  in  November  1975  by 
Provincial  Court  Judge  Rowe  In  Grande 
Prairie,  Alberta.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.were 
separated  and  there  was  nodivorce  pend- 
ing. Both  parents  wanted  custody  ot 
their  daughter.  Mrs.  K.,an   out  lesbian, 
was  living  with  her  lover  Mrs  O. 

Evidence  showed  that  ihe  lather  had 
an  unsteady  employmeni  record.  Head- 
milled  that  there  was  never  good  com- 
munication wilhin  Ihe  marriage,  that  he 


had  knocked  out  one  ol  his  wile's  teeth 
with  his  knee  in  a  fight;  and  thai  he  was 
not  willing  to  see  a  marriage  counsellor. 
The  mother  was  shown  to  be  steadily 
employed  at  an  adequate  salary  level. 
Her  lover  was  a  mot  her  as  well  and  also 
steadily  employed.  The  two  women  lived 
together  and  were  regarded  by  Ihe  com- 
munity as  two  single  mothers  sharing 
housing  by  virlueol  economic  necessity. 
Evidence  was  given  ol  aclose,  warm 
mother/daughter  relationship. 

The  lover's  husband  testified  on 
behall  of  the  two  women  saying  that  he 
had  visited  iheir  home  and  found  it  a 
warm  stable  place  lor  the  children  to  be. 
He  was  not  disturbed  at  Ihe  Idea  of  his 
child  being  raised  by  the  two  women. 
Two  psychologists  who  examined  Mrs. 
.K.  testified  thai  she  was  a  well-balanced 
person,  and  they  assisted  the  court  with 
some  discussion,  not  quoted  in  the 
judgement,  ol  homosexuality  In  general. 
A  lemale  graduate  student  who  was 
raising  her  child  wilh  her  lover  ol  the  past 
live  years  lestilled  about  how  Ihings  can 
be  expected  to  work  oul  In  such 
arrangements 

Judge Rowe cited Casev  Case, 
distinguishing  it  IromK.v.K.  on  the  basis 
that  here  he  had  had  a  chance  to  evaluate 
Ihe  mother's  lover.and  lhat  Mrs.  K.  was 
not  active  In  the  gay  movemenl.  He  lelt 
Mrs.  K  was  a  stable  person  and  a  good 
parent,  and  thai  she  had  a  steady  job  and 
could  provide  financially  lor  ihe  child 
belter  thai  her  husband  could.  He  gave 
custody  to  Mrs.  K.  quoting  the  opinion  in 
Casev.  Case  lhat  homosexualltyperse 
should  not  be  a  bar  to  obtaining  custody 
It  is  interesting,  and  disturbing  thai  Ihe 
gay  movement  should  have  entered  his 
decision  —  asanegalive  factor 
seemingly. 

The  cases  so  far  have  not  established 
a  solid  or  consislent  line  of  precedents. 
Most  cases  are  settled  out  of  court,  and 
where  there  is  any  hope  ot  reaching  such 
asettlementthegay  parent  should  make 
useofil.  Litigation  is  expensive  agony 
for  those  who  do  go  through  it,  and  II 
custody  can  be  obtained  withoul  raising 
homosexual  ity  as  an  issue  at  all,  one  is 
well  advised  not  to  tempi  late. 

On  the  other  hand,  settlements  oul  of 
court  will  never  help  establish  the  line  ol 
precedents  that  w/ff  eventually  improve 
our  chances  In  custody  cases.  To  do  that 
we  need  parents  wilh  the  courage  to  en- 
:  ter  court  as  openly  gay  people,  who  will 
|  tight  to  raise  their  children  in  healthy, 
happy  gay  homes, 

Thai  kind  of  courage  Is  Invariably  a 
response  to  necessity.  It  would  be  tem- 
pling fate  too  much  to  go  this  route 
willingly.  But  II  one  is  forced  before  a 
judge  it  Is  better  to  be  open  about 
gayness —  to  presenl  oneselfas  happy 
and  secure  in  one's  sexuality  —  rather 
than  treating  it  as  something  to  be  guilty 

When  parents  are  obliged  lo  light  in 
these  circumstances  they  can  be 
strengthenedandassuredbylhe 
knowledge  lhal  Ihe  gay  movement  will 
support  the  case  withoul  reservation. 
Support  It  wilh  funds,  and  with  Ihe  ex- 
1  perlenceolpubliccampaigns.lt  Is 
1  precisely  cases  like  this  which  will 
I  establish  new  precedents  in  our  favour. 
I  And  those  precedentsare  Ihe  thin  edge 
ol  Ihe  wedge  that  will  help  us  change  the 

i  Anyone  having  any  intormation about 
I  ongoing  or  decided  cases  before  the 
courts  which  do  not  get  reported  are 
requested  to  send  that  intormation,  In 
confidence,  to  the  author,  in  care  of  The  j 
,  Body  Politic,  50  that  a  watching  bnet  may 
!  bekept  on  the  wholecustody  issue 
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Ontario  Honey, 
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and  baked  to  a  light  brown. 
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UPPER 
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natural  bakery  . 


,  Toronto.  Jus!  south  of  the  Summerhill  Liquor  Store. 
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,  Sorceress  woos,  doesn't  win 
"rudest  audienceyel." 


can  be  a  strange  and  con- 
tradictory creature.  I  almost  fell  under 
the  enchantment  of  one.  Shegoes  by  the 
name  of  Alix  Dobkin. 

Alix  Dobkin,  sorceress,  performed  at  a 
Three  of  Cups  (feminist  coffeehouse) 
concert  in  Toronto  on  April  23.  She  was 
strong  and  beautiful.  She  was  witty  and 
wise.  And  moving.  She  spoke  to  me  like 
no  other  lesbian  entertainer  has.  She 
dares  losay  the  word  lesbian  "five  times 
In  one  minute  —  until  it  feels  comfort- 
able in  your  mouth.*'  She  sang  of  our 
anger  —  made  it  burn.  She  sang  of  my 
love,  out  love  —  made  It  burn.  And  we 
need  thai. 

Alix  Dobkin  is  a  controversial  sor- 
ceress at  the  best  of  times.  She's  a  man- 
hater  who  has  the  guts  tosayso.She 
wants  to  fan  the 'lames  of  our  discontent 
intoa raging  lesbian  inlerno.  And  lean 
only  applaud  in  wonder.  But  our  anger 
shouldn't  blind  us.  It  is  something  con- 
structive that  shouldhelpussee.lt 
shouldn't  hold  us  back,  cut  us  of  f  (espec- 
ially from  each  other).  It  should  push  us 
forward  —  give  us  confidence  and 
courage  to  confront  the  world,  to  reach 
out  to  those  of  us  the  straight  world  ser- 
ves to  hide. 

But  Alix  Dobkin  is  also  a  lesbian  sep- 
aratist. And  I  don't  see  how,  from  that 
vantage  point,  she  can  reach  out  to  those 
of  us  who  need  it  most.  It  is  here  Ihe  en- 
chantment wore  of  I  for  me,  and  il  aud- 
ience reaction  is  an  accurate  gauge,  for 
others  too 

TheThree'of  Cups  newsletter  this 
month  reports  that  Alix  and  a  companion 
assessed  the  Toronto  lesbian  com- 
munity as  the  rudest  audience  she'd  ever 
performed  for.  While  theThree  of  Cups 
collective  found  some  of  theircnticism 
constructive,  and  advice  on  the  organiz- 
ing ol  concerts  very  valuable,  they  seem 
to  feel  that  this  reaction  to  their  audience 
is  a  little  out  of  line.  It  is.  Oykes  in  Toronto 
tend  lobe  an  unreservedly  enthusiastic 
lot,  as  was  shown  by  both  appreciation 
and  disagreement  expressed  in  response 
to  Alix'  perl  or  ma  nee.  Someolher 


songs  and  comments  were  greeted  with 
delight,  with  wild  applause,  oihers  with 
booing  and  hissing.  Nothing  personal, 
mind  you  —  just  mostly  honest 

My  first  reaction  to  the  tension  (and 
even  at  times  hostility)  coming  from  the 
Stage  was  to  throw  my  arms  around  her. 
Comfort  her.  Tell  her  to  relax.  But  she 
said  "we  don't  have  to  be  friends  to  work 
it  out".  And  that's  what  I'll  have  to  live 
with.  I  am  committed  loan  inclusive  les- 
bian movement  —  one  that  represents 
the  entire  community  that  was  reflected 
in  that  room  that  night,  and  beyond.  I 
didn't  want  to  lind  myself  'on  opposite 
sides'  from  her.  But  I  didn't  put  myself 
there;  she  did. 

Alix  asked  by  way  of  an  introductory 
fetter  if  we  thought  she  was  a  star.  It 
would  seem  she  doesn't  wanl  to  be.  But 
she  is.  And  she  has  the  power  that  goes 
along  with  that.  I  don't  think  there's 
anything  wrong  with  that.  (Power can  be 
used  positively  as  well  as  abused. (She 
has  the  power  to  move  us  and  the  power 
to  try  lopushhendeas.Sheusesil.lt  is 
her  perogati  ve  as  a  performer  todo  so. 
But  she  also  has  to  accept  the  con- 
seguencesof  lhal  power  —  of  her  ac- 
tions and  words.  If  only  lesbian 
separatists  had  attended  the  concert, 
she  would  have  been  treated  toa  small, 
polite  audience.  But  the  reality  she  had  to  '■ 
deal  with  was  different. 

Alix  played  and  sang  for  a  wide  cross- 
sect  ion  of  a  large  and  diverse  com- 
munity Shesaidherself  thatthe 
strength  of  that  community  was  in  our 
numbers  and  ourdiversity  She  could 
have  centred  out  those  feelingsand 
ideas  that  most  of  us  had  in  common  — 
or  she  could  have  dwelt  on  those  with 
which  many  of  us  diller.Shealso  said 
that  she  wanted  toprovoke  us,  wanted  us 
to  respond.  She  made  her  choice,  She 
should  have  been  prepared  to  live  with  n. 
I  certainly  hope  she  wasn't  standing  up  in 
front  of  a  roomful  of  rowdy  dykes  hoping 
we  would  feignagreemenl  where  it  didn't 
exist. 

by  Chris  Bear chell 

June 
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LeSoleil 

se  leve  en  retard 

Michel  Tremblay  (writer) 
Andre  Brassard  (director) 
For  some  reason,  Big  Events  always 
happen  in  Quebec  in  Ihe  autumn.  The 
Conquesl  was  inSeptemben  Ihe 
Papmeau  Rebellion  and  iheTrudeau 
Crisis  were  both  In  October, and  as 
everyone  knows,  (he  Election  was  in 
November 

So  It  seems  just  right  thai  it's  in  Ihe 
autumn  also  lha!  Gisele  Lapoinle,  the 
timid,  tlilrtyishsecfelary  who  is  the 
herolneol  the  new  Quebecois  lilm  La 
SolellseLeve  en  re/artf  finally  goes  toa 
mat  ri  mon  fa  I  agency  ("Ce  Club  Coeur-au- 
Coeur"),  meets  a  balding  and  equally 
timid  Jean  Cusson.  tails  calmly  but  (Irmly 
lnlove.andwindsup3lthealiar  The 
original  lltleot  the  (Mm  was  lo  have  been 
Gisele  in  Autumn,  but  apparently  The 
Sun  Rises  Lale  had  more  of  an  "up"  teel 
to  It ,  anda  more  appropriate  political 
nuance   aswell.Giseleandherhappy 
ending  have  become  oneolthe  more  un- 
expected Big  Events  ol  the  Quebecois 
Cinemalhlsyear. 

H's  a  rather  old-fashioned  story  lo  say 
the  least  (Giseiegetsa  lightly-curled  new 
permanent  loexpress  her  metamor- 
phosis, instead  ol  simply  taking  oil  her 
glasses  a  la  Warner  Brothers),  but  It's 
very  surprising  sub|ecl  mattei  tor 
Quebec's  famous  gay  wriler-director 
team,  Michel  Tremblay  and  Andre 
Brassard.  And  it's  an  even  greater  sur- 
prise  lhal  Ihe  twoot  them  moreorless 
manage  lopull  it  oil,  creating  characlers 
olgreal  dignity  and  depth,  and  a  lower- 
middle-class  milieu  ol  engaging 
authenticity 

Tremblay,  Ihe  35-year-old  grand  old 
man  of  the  Quebec  theatre,  and 
Brassard,  his  customary  metteur-en- 
scene,  have  made  only  one  feature  film 
previously  —  a  promising  1973  work 
called  II  elait  une  tois  dans  lest  (Once 
Upon  a  Time  in  the  East).  This  Illm 
gathered  a  familiar  Tremblay  menagerie 
of  down-and-oul  Monlrealers  —  drag 
queens,  waitresses,  leather  boys,  coun- 
try-and-  western  chan  reuses  —  ma 
tacky  Easl  End  drag  club  lor  a  collective 
nlualol  self-laceration  and  sell-mockery 
But  somehow  there  was  alsopresent  a 
kind  ol  self-affirmation,  arising  not  from 
any  real  hope,  bul  Irom  the  mere  vigour 
and  lenaciiyof  these  outcasts'  struggle 
losurvive. 

Now,  Tremblay  and  Brassard  have  led 
behind  Ihis  turbulent, desperate  universe 
and  at  the  same  lime  have  brought  to 
a  close  their  eleven-play  cycle  which 
chronicled  It  (See  the  May  8P  for  a  review 
of  Dsmnee  Manon,  Sacree  Sandra,  Ihe 
last  play  in  Ihe  cycle.lGisele's  world  Isa 
long  way  Irom  Ihe  Easl  End  slums:  the 
placid,  white-collarish  neighbourhood  of 
Rosemont,  whose  Iree-crowdedslreets 
and  parks  with  their  autumn  colour  have 
nothing  in  common  with  Iheplastlc 
gliilerollhedragclub. 

The  move  lo  Rosemont  has  also 
entailed  a  narrowing  of  Tremblay's  and 
Brassard's  social  vision.  II  they  used  lo 
look  at  an  entire  community  in  theirplays 
and  Iheir  lilm.  probing  Ihe  intricale  social 
and  emotional  bonds  tying  its  members 
logefher.nowlhey  tocusalmosiex- 
clusively  on  this  single  individual,  this 
awakening  heterosexual  woman  m  search 
of  identity,  love  and  the  whole  bit. 

Ol  course,  the  ponlicai  impiical  ions  ol 
this  change  of  locus  areobvious.  given 
Ihecurreni  climate  In  Quebec.  But  it's 
hard  lo  believe  that  thepost-eleclion 
euphoria  has  revived  Ihe  old  Hollywood 
June 


Michel  Tremblay  and  Andre  Brassard! 
have  l Qund  a  metaphor  lor  Ihe  new  Qu> 
j  lhelrlalesllllm(boltom):ahelerose»u 


mylh  lhal,  yes,  the  individual  can  find 
true  happiness  in  Love,  wllhoul  reference 
lo  the  social  whole. 

NeitherTremblay  nor  Brassard 
hesitate  in  connecting  their  new  areaol 
inleresl  to  the  November  election.  Says 
Tremblay, 
Brassard  and  I  both  came  to  feel  at  Ihe 
same  time,  at  theend  ol  1974.  the  need 
toexploremoredeeplylhegreal  tender- 
ness we  have  tor  these  Quebecois 
we've  been  describing  since  1965.  Bul 
instead  of  shouting  out  loud,  Ihe  way 
we  usually  do.  these  truths  that  are  not 
always  nice  lo  hear,  bul  which  I  still 
(Irmly  betleveare  necessary  for  the 
awakening  consciousness  which 
Quebecisgolnglhrough.welurnedthis 
time  lowards  that  pari  of  ourselves,  a 
pari  we've  perhaps  nol  expressed  very 
well  before,  lhal  murmursand  whispers 
and  smiles,  bul  says  all  the  while  those 
things  which  seem  important  to  us.  Le 
Soleilse  leve  en  retard  isanat  tempt  at 
what  I  would  call  (a  fendresseef/rcace, 
effective  tenderness  Our  ideas  have 
not  gone  sot  I.  far  from  thai,  only  Ihe 
means  o(  expressing  Ihem  have  evolved 
towards  softness.  And,  to  sum  things 
up,  what  could  be  better  than  Ihis  film 
full  of  hope  locelebrale  this  new  phase 
of  our  in  story ,  a  phaseaiso  bursting 
with  hope,  which  weenlered  upon  last 
November  15th? 
1 1  Gisele,  this  strange  Quebecois 
incarnation  of  Rocky,  means  that 
Tremblay  and  Brassard  are  trying  to 
reach  the  popular  audience  lhal  never 
saw  their  plays,  they  are  to  be  en- 
couraged, of  course.  But  i  twill  be  a  great 
loss  for  Quebecois  society  if  they  dilute 
theirold  anger  and  social  insight  in 
returning  to  a  classical  cinema  ol  Simple 
stories,  everyday  characters,  and  direct 
emotional  appeal.  And  it  will  be  a  greal 
loss  (or  gays  if  they  abandon  theirold 
identification  wilhacertain  pari  of  the 
Quebec  gay  community,  a  reality  most 
Quebec  filmmakers  couldn't  care  less 
about. 

None  of  the  old  Tremblay  gays  have 
survived  the  move  to  Rosemont,  noneof 
those  drag  queens  and  motorcyclists 
who  were  at  the  same  lime  so  gratingly 
stereotyped  and  yet  so  passionately 
alive.  Instead  we  have  af  ew  glimpses  ol 
an  entirely  different  gay  milieu.  Early  In 
Ihe  lilma  well-dressed,  slender  young 
man  wilh  long,  blonde  eyelashes  rushes 
up  to  Gisele  one  day  in  the  Metro  when 
she's  feeling  particularly  depressed  and 
spinsleriy.andsnapsheroutotilwitha 
radianl  greeting  and  smile.  He  surfaces 
againneartheendolthefilmina 
restaurant  where  Gisele  and  Jean  are 
celebrating  their  engagement.  There  he  is 
■n  Ihe  nexlooolh  being  viciously  berated 
bya  wealthy,  middle-aged  lover,  and  this 
time  it  is  Gts6le  who  smilingly  intervenes 
in  hislile.  the  roles  reversed.  It  should  be 


a  simple,  one-dimensional  vignette  of 
great  charm.  Bul  as  the  only  moment  in 
the  lilm  where  ihe  most  tamousopenly 
gay  artists  in  Quebec  allude  directly  toa 
gay  reality,  it  sdeplorabte  lhal  their 
persistent  old  Boys-m-t  he-Band  point  ol 
view  comes  to  Ihe  lore. 

It's  wishful  thinking  nodoubt  to 
expeclanythingelseinaculluralmilleu 
where  gay  artists  and  intellectuals  are 
usually  far  more  interested  in  ihe  latest 
Big  Evenl  than  in  the  lalest  arrests  in  the 
cruising  areas  Maybe  Ihey'renghl  to 
have  this  priority,  bul  they' re  certainly 
wrong  toretusetoseeaconneclion 
between  the  two. 

In  any  case,  inveterate  iwenly-nine- 
year-oldexegeteihat  lam,  Mound  my  sell 
ihmking  all  along,  lhal  Gisele,  the  timid, 
thirtyish  woman  tmding  idenlily  and  love 
in  Iheautumn,  was  really,  ultimately,  a 
gay  man  ^  Thomas  Waughu 


The  Amazon 
of  Letters 

The  Life  and  Loves 
of  Natalie  Barney 
George  Wickes 
Putnams,  1976. 
Several  years  ago,  I  wandered  into  a 
small  Pans  bookshop  and  inquired  about 
books  by  Natalie  Barney.  Theproprief  or 
smiled  wickedly  and  said  Ina  lurid 
whisper,  "Ah,  Miss  Barney.  She  loved 
women."  That  she  did  so  in  such  grand 
style  has  tended  loobscure  other  aspects 
of  her  personality.  The  sheer  number 
o' Natalie  Barney's  liaisonsalone  would 
guaraniee  her  immortality  as  a  lesbian 
legend,  and  Ihe  fact  that  her  lovers  In- 
cluded a  number  ol  other  famous  women 
furtherenhanceshererollcaura. 

Bul  Natalie  was  not  lust  agarden 
variely  nymphomaniac.  George  Wickes 
linds  ihe  motivation  for  her  many  allairs 
"Inscrutable."  One  could  argue  that  she 
saw  them  as  a  political  and  moral 
obligation.  Natalie  was  acutely  aware  ol 
the  social  restrictions  placed  on  theex- 
pression  of  lesbianism,  and  she  violated 
those  taboos  whenever  possible.  As  a 
sell-appointed  missionary  of  lesbianism, 
Natalie  loved  to  bring  women  out.  Like 
many  women,  she  was  opposed  to 
monogamy;  unlike  most,  she  was 
emotionally  capableof  having  several 
lovers  simultaneously.  Barney  believed 
that  homosexuals  should  declare  them- 
selves openly,  and  she  took  every  oppor- 
tunity todoso. 

II  is,  therefore,  inevitable  that  any 
biography  of  Natalie  Barney  would  em- 
phasize her  rather  dramatic  erolic  career. 
To  hiscredit,  Wickes  neilhermlnimizes 
nor  apologizes  for  the  lesbianism  of  his 
subject.  Better  yet,  he  makes  noattempl 
togive  a  psychological  explanation  lor 
Natalie's  orientafion.  The  Amazon  of  Let- 
ters is  mercifully  free  of  the  kind  of  crude 
psychiatry  employed  by  Meryle  Secrest 
in  her  biography  olRomaine  Brooks. 

The  Amazon  ot  Letters  isa  highly  ac- 
curate, readable,  and  relatively  complete 
account  of  Natalie's  life.  The 
photographs  are  marvelous,  and  I  only 
wish  (here  had  been  more  of  them.  Nat- 
alie's charisma  inspired  someof  her 
writer  friends  lo  use  her  as  a  model  'or 
characters  in  several  books,  These  fiction- 
al  represenlations  —  particularly 
those  in  The  Welt  o!  Loneliness,  The  Lad- 
ies Almanac,  Idylle  Sapphique,  and 
L'Angeet  lespervers  —  are  Important 
evidence  ot  Natalie's  personality. 
Wickes  uses  Ihese  novelsexlensively. 
Since  some  of  them  are  virtually 
unavailable,  his  summaries  and 
quotations  are  welcome. 

In  addit  Ion  lo  his  account  of  Natalie's 
lite,  Wickes  provides  ageographyol  the 
living  sources  ol  knowledge  about  her  by 
recording  his  encounters  wilh  ihoselo 
whom  he  went  lor  information.  These  In- 
clude: Jean  Caione,  who  was  aclose 
friend  ot  Natalie's;  Bert  he  Cleyrergue, 
Natalie'shousekeeperandconfidante, 
and  Francois  Chapon.  who  has  been 
charged  with  Ihe  care  of  Barney'sar- 
chives.  Wickes  also  managed  to  get  in- 
terviews wilh  some  ol  Ihe  celebrities 
who  know  Natalie.  While  ihe  accuracy  of 
someof  their  recollect  ions  is 
quesiionable,  they  are  vasllyenter- 
lalnlng. 


ibook. 


Thetirsi  is  thai  Wickes  chose  a  lormat 
whichdoesnoiinvolveloolnoies 
Besidescreating  truslralions  for  future 
scholars.  Ihe  lack  ol  tootnotes  exacer- 
bates a  problem  implicit  in  a  narrative  ot 
someone  who  was  known  and  discussed 
by  so  many  people  II  is  sometimes  dll- 
licull  lo  tell  Irom  whose  perspective 
Wickes  Is  speaking  when  he  is 
describing  a  controversial  event  such  as 
Ihe  relationship  between  Nallalleand 
Renee  Vivien. 

The  second  and  more  serious  crlllque 
is  lhat  The  Amazon  ot  Letters  does  not 
locusenough  on  Natalie  Barney  as  a 
thinker  She  wasa  person  ot  rare  bniiianra, 
insight. and  lucidity  Herideaswere 
at  leasi  as  impressive  as  her  romantic 
exploit  s.  A  more  I  horough  presentation 


ol  Natalie's  intellect  would  have  made 
her  character  less  elusive  and  the 
motivations  of  those  whoadmired  her 
less  mysterious.  We  must  assume  lhat 
she  was  quite  something  in  bed.  bul  this 
hardly  accounts  lor  the  lascinallon  that 
she  exercised  on  those  around  her,  both 
male  and  female,  lovers  and  friends. 

Natalie  Barney  devoted  a  great  deal  of 
her  subtle  Intelligence  loan  understan- 
ding o!  love,  sensuality,  and  aboveall.  the 
situation  of  women,  lesbians,  and  homo- 
sexuals She  was  clearly  a  precursor  — 
along  wilh  men  such  as  Edward  Carpen- 
ter and  Magnus  Hlrschf  eld  —  of  Ihe  con- 
lemporary  gay  liberation  movement.  As 
early  as  1898,  Natalie  had  begun  a 
lifelong  verbal,  literary  and  sexual  cam- 
paign on  behalf  of  her  (avorite  subjects. 
I  would  guess  thai  much  of  her  magnet- 
ism derived  from  her  capacity  lo 
state  Ihe  obvious,  no  matter  how  much  it 
may  have  outraged  conventional 
wisdom;  and  Irom  her  courage,  which 
enabled  her  to  live  according  lo  IhedlC- 
tales  of  her  mind. 

This  kind  of  personal  clarity  had  an 
enormous  impact  on  those  who  knew 
her.  The  many  literary  portraits  of  Natalie 
convey  Ihe  kind  of  spontaneous  wisdom, 
humour,  and  strength  which  charac- 
terised her.  This  is  perhaps  most  clear  in 
The  Well  ot  Loneliness  in  Ihecharacter 
of  Valerie  Seymour.  Valerie  Seymour  Is 
closely  based  on  Natalie  Barney,  and  she 
is  Ihe  only  visionary  in  the  novel: 

For  Valerie,  placid  and  self-assured 
created  an  atmosphere  of  courage; 
everyone  felt  very  normal  and  brave 
when  they  gathered  logelher  at  Valerie 
Seymour's.  There  she  was,  this  Char- 
ming and  cultured  woman,  a  kind  of 
lighihouse  In  a  slorm-swepl  ocean... 
As  for  those  who  were  ashamed  to 
declare  themselves,  lying  low  For  the 
sake  ol  a  peaceful  existence,  she  ut- 
terly despised  such  of  Ihem  as  had  any 
brains;  they  were  Iraitors  lolhemselves 
and  their  lellows...For  the  sooner  Ihe 
world  came  to  realize  thai  f  inebralns 
very  frequently  wenl  wilh  inversion,  the 
sooner  it  would  have  to  wllhdraw  Its 
ban,  and  the  sooner  would  cease  this 
persecution.  byGayleRublnd 
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A  Show  in  Honour  of  the  Fifth  National  Gay  Conference 


Some  Pictures  for  Ga>  People 

Including 

Patrick  Hayman 

France  Hodg  kins 

Derus  Nokony 
WsfTcn  Peterson 
Sir  Francis  Rote 
KeilhVaughan 

June  29  —  July  3 


The  Millard  Gallery,  1017  Colony  Street,  Saskatoon 


TORONTO TRUCK TH EATRE 

presents 


The  Killing  of  Sister  George 
UntilJuneH 
Toronto  Truck  Theatre 
at  94  Belmont  Streel 

Wed/Thurs/Fri/Sun:  8:30 
Sat:  7:00  &  9:30 


The  Boys  in  the  Band 

May  19  — June  25 

The  Colonnade  Theatre 

at131B!oorSt.W. 


RESERVATIONS:  922-0084 
Of  interest  to  all  Toronto  Gays 


A  few  words 
about  your  tax  dollar 

an  election  message  from  The  Body  Politic 


Gay  people  pay  taxes. 
Big  deal.  Doesn't  everybody? 
Sure.  And  most  citizens  more  or 
less  willingly  part  with  those 
hard-earned  dollars  each  year. 
They  understand  they're  paying 
for  services  only  the  gover- 
nment can  easily  provide: 
roads,  schools,  medical  services 
and  soon. 

Gay  people  benefit  too,  of  course. 
We  drive  on  the  roads,  get  our 
garbage  collected,  see  our 
streets  lit,  just  like  everybody 
else. 

One  thing's  different  though. 
Some  of  our  tax  money  gels 
usedffgo;>is/us. 

A  portion  of  every  one  of  your 
tax  dollars  is  paying  the  legal 
costs  of  the  opposition  in  the 
Damien  case.  Through  their 
taxes,  thousands  of  gay  men 
and  women  in  this  province  are 
contributing  to  a  Tory  gover- 
nment intent  on  keeping  John 
Damien  out  of  his  job.  For  one 
reason  only:  because  he's  a 
homosexual. 


From  the  beginning,  Damien 's 
legal  costs  have  been  borne  by 
the  many  individuals  and  gay 
organizations  who  see  his  case 
as  a  crucial  step  in  the  struggle 
for  gay  rights. 

From  the  beginning,  the  legal 
costs  of  the  opposition  have 
been  paid  out  of  the  public  pur- 
se. We  have  seen  our  tax  dollars 
used  to  fight  the  man  who  has 
come  to  symbolize  every  gay  in- 
dividual's struggle  for  civil 
rights. 

You  can't  withhold  the  part  of 
your  taxes  being  used  to  keep 
Damien  out  of  his  job. 
But  you  can  makeup  for  it. 
With  a  generous  donation  to  the 
Committee  to  Defend  John 
Damien. 

All  donations  are  acknowledged.  Your  con- 
names  of  people  making  donation*  lo  [he 
Damien  Committee  are  never  made  public 
Please  make  you;  cheque  payable  lo:  The 
Committee  lo  Defend  lohn  Damien.  Send  lo: 
Commillee  lo  Defend  Jnhn  Damien,  P.O.  Box 
M7.  Station  V,  Toronto,  Onlario,  Canada 
M6R  i-\j 
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Jack  Straw's  Castle 

Thorn  Gunn 
Faber.1976.S6  95 

Here  is  a  major  collection  ot  poems  by  a 

majorpoet whoisgay  ThomGunn's 
voice  now  moredislmctly  than  ever 
speaks  for  and  lo  us.  The  title  poem  of 
this  collection  is  a  labyrinth  into  the 
modern  mind,  but  it  isso  effective 
because  Its  images  of  loss  and  isolation 
'  comewiththesharpenedvisionof  Ihe 
,  gayexpenence  Hereisihetrue'whiie 
nigger  of  North  America,'  the  invisible 
man.  Jack  Straw,  the  man  ol  straw,  the 
man  of  no  account  —  all  of  us  sooner  or 
later  on  some  dark  nighl.  And  how  righl 
that  the  sixth  section  ol  "Jack  Straw's 
Castle"  should  have  started  out  asa 
1  poem  on  Folsom  Barracks  in  San 
Francisco. 

Oown  in  the  cellars,  nothing  is  visible 

no  one 
Though  there  s  a  sound  about  meof 
many  breathing 

Light  slapol  loot  on  stone  and  rust  leot 
body 
Against  body  and  stone. 

Although  he  has  lived  in  San  Francisco 
(or  twenty  years,  Thorn  Gunn  Is  still 
regarded  as  an  English  poet.  And  several 
line  poems,  suchas  the  one  on  the  18th- 
century  artist  Thomas  Bewick,  indicate 
that  those  roofs  are  still  important.  But 
mostly  this  is  America  talking  here,  our 
con  tinent:  "The  highways  In  the 
bone/Phrase  after  phrase  unwind.  "And 
we  find  ourselves,  like  his  characters, 
"loose-twined  across  the  bed/Like 
wrestling  statues,"  or  teverish  in  a  bar 
"getting  less  beautiful  toward  the 

In  his  Gay  American  History  Jonathan 
Katz  has  discovered  Ihe  truth  of  T  S 
Eliot's  line:  "A  people  wilhout  history  is 
not  redeemed  Irom  time."  Although 
Gunn  is  not  a  chronicler,  he  speaks  In 
this  collection  with  superb  craftsman- 
ship lorusand  now.  And  because  he/ we 
are  all  exiles  in  ourown  counlry  he 
speaks  also  wit  hour  language  ol 
deprivailon  for  a  straight  world,  herein 


ihedeadendotthe  medecade   lhathas    , 

not  (ust  back  to  the  sixties  but  ihat  old 
lost  Edenol  Ihe  lime  colore  now   'Baby 
Song":  'I  may  sleep  soon.  I  may  torget,/ 
But  I  won't  lorgel  that  I  regret  "You  don't 
have  to  be  Wordsworth  toget  the  force  ot 
that. 

Bui  more  important  than  Gunn's 
ability  tosubstttute  a  tough  languageol 
real  thought  and  feeling— paineven— for 
the  dehumanized  jargon  ot  admass,  Is 
hlscelebraflonotllesh  —  the  body, 
coming,  "lam  raw  meat/I  am  a  god"  be 
saysat  the  end  ot  along  poem,  "The 
Gysers."  In  which  he  becomes  one 
not  only  with  the  other  peopleat  some 
natural  outdoor  hot-baths  in  northern 
California  but  also  the  earth;  "ihrough 
.   me/themudbrealhes/breathesmetoo  "   > 
Jungianstufl  —  but  the  deepest 
levels  of  the  mind  and  consciousness 
wake  toasense  of  belonging.  At  the  end 
ot  'Jack  Straw's  Castle,"  JackStraw 
comes  up  gasping  lorair  from  the  cellars 
of  mental  nightmare  mio  physical  reality    ' 
to  find  the  deranged  Charlie  Manson  ol 
his  midnight  transformed  lo  tbe"sweet 
faint  sweat"  ot  a  real  man  with  whom  he 
lies  "bare  and  close/Facing  apart,  but 
leaning  ass  toass."  Like  Melville's 
Ishmael  in  Moby  Dick  who  comes 
ultimately  to  abandon  sterile  philosophy 
tor  the  embraces  of  Oueequeg,  Gunn's 
personaefind  their  consummations  in 
the  real  and  Ihe  physical: 

all  day  limber  imaginary  brother 
dandling  me  between  his  leel 
kissing  my  eyes  and  mouth 
and  genitals  making  me 
allhisownalldsy 

as  he  is  mine. 

And  from  that  comsummation  come  the 
poet's  words,  the  real  language,  as  Ihey 
return  to  the  roots  that  arealso  his: 


continuous  dis 

ol  angels 

and  sons  ot  angels 

of  semen,  of  beginnings 


by  Douglas  Chambers  □ 


Double  horror  bill 
As  partol  Us  Homosexual  Month,  Toronto 
TruckTheatre  has  staged  Iwo  plays  sup' 
posed ly  dealing  wllh  the  homosexual  ex. 
perlence:  one  lor  Ihe  ladles  -  TlteKllllngof 
Sister  George  by  Frank  Marcus  —  and  one 
forthegenis  —  Marl  Crowley's  floysln  trie 
Sand.  Sister  George  Isby  lar  the  more 

Its  Impact  by  llatulenl  theorizing  about  what 
II  means  "lobe  homosexual."  The  strapping 
June  Buckridge(aka5lslerGeorge)and  her 
baby-doll  glrllrlend.Chlldie,  entertains 
nasty  relationship  lor  which  neither 
apologizes.  By  yanking) 


arger 


-  Ih< 


nlyc. 


and  Chlldle  have  with  reality  Is  wilh  a 
loony  fortune-teller  who  lives  downstairs 
andaSBC  dragon  named  Mercy  Crolt  —  th 
author  Is  able  lo  put  their  relationship  lor- 
wardas  archetypal. 


sciousness  has  risen  so  sharply  Ihat  Soys  ir 
Ihe  Sand  now  seems  antiquated  Indeed.  Us 
preachy  psychologizing  and  heavy-handed 
morality  are  more  preposterous  than  sub- 
versiveand  more  laughable  than  anything; 
the  play  hasall  ihe  sting  of  a  swatted  lly. 
Only  the  camp  jokes  have  travelled 


Tim  Fort  has  directed  It  very  much  as  a  period 
piece,  thus  minimizing  Us  el lect  even  mi 
and  the  actors  giveit  a  relatively  unhyslerlcal 
performance.  Good  moments  Irom  Chris 
Cunningham  as  Donald.  DavldMoulday  as 
Emory,  Harrlng  ton-Smith  as  Bernard,  and 
s  peclally  Terry  Slater  as  the  threatening 


mil  - 


wot  II 


Harold. 


by  Graham  Jacks 
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Bellyuptothebarre, 
boys 

Altera  long  winter  of  dance:  including  a 
maralhon  season  by  Ihe  National  Balle! 
ol  Canada  at  Toronto's  O'Keefe  Centre, 

onecan  saleiy  report  that  the  gay  male 
image  in  classical  ballet  hasn't  Im- 
proved Mercifully  Iherewere  no 
Monuments  loa  Dead  Boy,  but  the  kind     j 
ot  Image  presented  in  a  tewol  the  past       I 
season's  dance  offerings  is  perhaps 
more  pernicious  because  tt's  harder  lo 
dismiss 

Among  the  new  arrivals  to  the 
National's  repertoire  is  Four  Schumann    { 
Pieces  by  choreographer  Hans  van 
Manen,  lhemanwhodidMe7spfjor5(TBP  j 
review,  December  1976)  for  the  Dutch         j 
Ballet.  The  male  pas  de deux  Irom 
Metaphors  in  which  the  men  move 
logelhennan  unabashedly  lyrical  way       I 
becomes  In  Schumann  a  sombre  duel,       ' 
Ihenearabslracllonot  which  seems 
almost  lodeny  the  existence  of  sexual 
overtones  As  this  work  was  originally  sei     | 
on  Ihe  Royal  Ballet's  star,  Anthony  Doweil, 
Ihechoreographer  probably  felt  he  had 
lobe  vague  and  elusive  on  the  meaning      | 
of  i  his  duel  so  (hat  no  one  would 
speculate  about  Dowell's  own  sexuality    j 
Whalever  the  reason,  van  Manen  has 
compromised  his  artistic  vision,  leaving 
his  audience  in  a  state  ot  suspension.  It 
doesn't  help  either  that  van  Manen's 
favourite  designer,  the  redoubtable  Jean-  | 
Paul  Vroom,  has  dressed  Ihe  men  in  pink 
Percy-Shelley  blousesand  silvery  tights 
that  show  olMheir  steepness.  The  eflecf 
Is  eye-catching,  though,  in  theend,  Just 
another  case  ol  lllrtatton:  van  Manen  has    , 
no  Intention  of  delivering. 

Nor  has  Norberl  Vesak  in  his  rock 
ballet  lor  the  Royal  Winnipeg,  What  to  Do 
TllltheMesslah  Comes  The  llrsl  thing       ! 
we  see  Isa  seemingly  naked  young  man 
(Eric  Horenstelnicrouchlng  on  all  fours,     i 
his  rear  end  raised  tn  the  air,  as  fhough 
,11. i, i  i.,i  ii, g  one  ol  the  basic  positions  of 
anal  Intercourse.Thecatchis  thai  he  has   > 
noparfner,  il'sielluplolheaudlenceto 
supplyhimwifhone.  His  back  undulates, 
he  turns  slightly  towards  theaudience 
(he's  wearing  pale  briefs  aller  all),  and 
siretches  oul  a  leg,  slowly,  deliclously. 
He  rises  and  his  dance  Is  self-celebralory 
andonanisiic. 

Later  Horensteinrelurns  in  pale  blue 
fights,  leg  warmers,  and  an  abbreviated 
lop. all  Hashing  smilesand  buttocks,  in 
yel  another  obvious  appeal  for  audience 
approval  And,  no  doubt  about  it,  his 
display  ol  physical  charms  is  one  of  the 
ballet's  high  points,  butonehastobe 
warviusl  Ihe  same  Is  this  locus  on  male 
sexual  attractiveness  a  daring  step  lor 
choreographer-designer  Vesak  to  make? 

For  the  most  pari,  heshows  male 
sexualilyaseilhermaslurbatoryor 
female-oriented  (as  in  Iheerotic  pas  de       ! 
deux,  Belong).  There  is  no  physical  con- 
lact  amongst  the  men,  at  least  any  that       I 
could  be  remotely  called  sexual.  And  yet    ! 
the  costumes  (or  lack  of  them),  even  in        j 
Ihe  male-femate  pas  de  deux  In  which  the 
man  wears  a  scoop-necked  unitard,  are 
so  precious  and  the  dancers'  narcissistic  , 
senseol  sell  so  blatant  andcome-hit  her, 
that  Vesak  obviously  sees  men  as  the 
wooed  and  nol  Ihe  wooers.  His  is  an  After 
Dark  mentality  which  markets  male 
beauty  for  the  pleasure  of  other  men  and    [ 
yel  tries  lei  pretend  otherwise  He 
doesn't  commit  himself  logay  sexuality 
(as  we  see  by  the  phantom  lover  In  ihe 
opening  sequence),  but  to  the  hlde-and-     I 
seek  games  ol  flirtation  prevalent  In  Ihe 
straight  consumer  societv. 

This  sort  ot  ballet  is  very  common  in       I 
Europe,  as  visits  from  Roland  Petit's 
Ballet  de  Marseille,  the Tanzlorumol 
Cologne,  and  iheDulch  National  Ballel 
last  tall  proved  so  well  Gratuitous 
displaysol  male  flesh  aredengeur in 
t  hese  companies,  olten  balanced  by  a 
de-emphasisottemalesexualliythat 
turns  women  into,  at  worsi,  zombies  or, 
at  best,  decorative  table  lamps.  * 
Whether  or  not  these  companies  have 
been  influenced  by  American  altitudes 
on  sexuality  (via  choreographers  like 
John  Neumeier,  Gerald  Arptno,  and  John   ' 
Bullertor  vice  versa,  the  trend  Is  catching 


maie-maie  dancing  we  had  all  winter  v. 
not  a  ballet  and  nol  particularly  sexual 
butemotional  Thiswasfraie'/i.a 
modern  dance  work  by  Danny  Grc 
a  guest  artist  with  the  Toronto  Dance 
Theatrelhisyear  Amaledueisetto 
M 1 1  haud's  Scaramouche  Suite  lor  piano, 
Fra  fell/I  ealu  res  a  Laurel  and  Laurel  pair 
ol  clowns  who.  in  their  brtghlly-hued 
bowlers  and  vests,  suggest  a  sartonally 
resplendent  Vladlmirand  Estragon 
Their  romantic  interludes  |in  which  one 
cradles  the  other  in  his  lapl  as  well  as 
their  squabbles  anddisplays  of  one- 
upmanship  reveal  a  paipablesense  of 
existential  despair  and  this  despair  un- 
dercuts the  tenderness,  making  II 
pathetic  rather  than  truly  poignant  Bui 
even  with  its  biltersweet  quality,  Fratelll 
has  more  warmth  and  greater  senseol 
fun  lhan  the  tlght-assed  Schumann 
Pieces  and  the  closeted  meat-market 
approach  to  sexuatily  of  Messiah. 

We  still  don't  haveadance  thai  meets 
thedemands  ol  both  art  and  a  liberated 
gay  consciousness  Will  weeverget 
one?  With  all  the  gay  involvement  In  Ihe 
dance  world,  we  can  certainly  say  we 
deserve  something  belter. 

*  In  receni  monlha.  Ihe  National  Ballet'smost 
eiciting  choreographer,  Co  ristaniinPatsalas, 
has  staged  two  ballets,  Black  Angels  and  .  iust 
lately,  T>>e  Rile  ot  Spring,  wnichfealurea 
temaleoas  de  deux  and  a  lemale  pasde  Irois 
respectively  While  nei  I  her  will  revolutionize 
attitudes'otemalesexualily.theyalleast 
resiore  some  lite  and  suggeslionsot  visceral 
seiualiiy  10  women  in  dance  In  the  Black 
Angels  pas  dedeu>,ihereareeven  lesbian 
Implications  a  la   Baudelaire. 

by  Graham  Jackson  D 


Berkeley  Women's 
Music  Collective 

Olivia  Records,  1 976,  S6. 95 

"We  women  havebeen  wailing  all  our 

lor  our  sisters  lobe  our  lovers 
hey  look  around  you  now 
aren't  you  glad  we  finally  found  each 
other1"  * 

This  is  Ihe  group's  tirst  LP.  the  culmina- 
tion of  two  and  a  halt  years  of  work  as  a 
band  Formed  in1973,lhey  were 
thenand  still  are".,  .lesbians  who  came 
together  togive  form  lo  our  thoughts, 
feelings  and  visions  as  women 
struggling  to  overthrow  our  oppression, 
and  to  support  the  slnjgglesof  other  op- 
pressed people. ' '  They  operate  as  a 
collective  because  they  feel '"working 
wilh  aresponslble  process  Isasimpor- 
lanllousasourmusic." 

Each  song  on  this  album  is  an 
original.  Nothing  is  borrowed  or  altered. 
Eachwas  written  by  an  individual,  then 
arranged  and  produced  collectively  As  a 
group  Ihey  produced,  directed  and  had 
control  over  their  own  linished  product. 

I      Icanappreciate  that  this  album  must 
have  faken  a  lot  of  energy  to 

|  get  done.  But  is  thai  an  excuse  tor  utile,  if 
any,  mixdown  on  the  recording?  I  lound  I 


|  had  to  turn  the  bass  up  considerably,  in 
'  order  to  get  the  stereo  audioetfect. and 
;  ihisonagoodstereo set-up!  Alsoan- 
I  noying.  aller  the  lasi  song  on  ihe  second 
side,  there  was  Ihe  odd  sound  ot  a  lape 
deck  going  full  lilt. 

But  let's  get  on  to  ihe  music  I  fell  this 
wasa  low-key  album   wllh  |azzand  blues 
elements  colouring  II  throu ghoul.  Some 
songs  I  thought  successful:  "We'reHIp". 
a  dancy  Latin  rhythm  paean  to  llslemng  lo 
your  own  Inner  voice  and  keeping  your  In- 
tegrity. "Gay  and  Proud",  about  |usl  that, 
with  a  marvellous  choraleol  women's 
voices  toclose  the  song;  "Mercy  Me,  I'm 
Lonely  Tonight",  a  cynical  country  and 
western  ditty  aboul  small  town 
frustrations;  and  "TakeThe  Time",  a 
flowing  melody  lovingly  era  I  led  fora 
special  love. 

Some  songs|ust  didn't  come  oft.  I 
heard  "Fu  ry  ".  not  about  a  dynamic  and 
volatile  emotion,  bul  only  as  a  morose 
song.  The  others  just  didn't  impress  me. 
Possibly  a  live  performance  would  make 
a  difference. 

Like  the  opening  door  on  the  dust 
cover,  this  LP  Is,  I  think,  just  an  opening 
tobetter  music  from  them. 

by  llonaLanoy 


•  "Gay  and  Proud">f>!975  by  Debbie 
Lempke,  Queertoons  publishing  ASCAP 


Gay  rights? 


It's  easy  for  downtown  Toronto  politicians  to  support  gay  rights . 

They'd  lose  if  they  didn't. 

For  the  NDP  and  Lukin  Robinson  it's  a  matter  of  principle. 

What  about  the  rest  of  Ontario?  Sudbury?  Kitchener?  Small-town 

Ontario?  The  oppressive  environment  that  drives  gays  to  Toronto? 

Ontario  New  Democrats  support  gay  rights  across  the  entire 

province.  Not  one  New  Democrat  MPP  is  against  including  sexual 

orientation  in  the  Human  Rights  Code. 

Not  one  MPP  Not  from  Sudbury.  Not  from  Kitchener.  Not  one  MPP. 

Because  Ontario  New  Democrats  support  gay  rights  as  a  party  policy. 

Because  an  NDP  government  would  be  committed  to  changing  the 

law. 


Individuals  can  help. 

Only  an  NDP  government 
would  change  the  law. 


Lukin  Robinson 
NDP  -  St.  George 


tpadlorbyUwSt  George  NDP 
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Books 


The  Sexual  Outlaw: 

A  Documentary 
JohnRechy 

Grove,  New  York.  1977,  $8.95 

Rechy  sees  gay  men  as  outlaws.  Real 
se  ■  uai  desperados  are  I  hose  who  seek 
sen  anywhereatany  lime.  They're 
.   promiscuous  —  the  most  notorious 
'   violators  of  helerosex  law: "When gay 
,   people  luck  and  suck  in  theslreets,  thai 

is  a  revolutionary  acl.  That's  when  we 
|  confront  Ignorant  sen  laws." 

Outlaw  is  a  strong  word;  yet  the  right 

Places  still  exist  where  homosex  is  a 
crime  Hereandthereit  is 'legal',  but  our 
sexuality  is  governed  by  other  laws 
I  whlchetlher  restrict  its  expression  (age 
|  Of  consent  laws),  or  which  don't  protect 
I  usfhomosexexciudedfrom 
human  =  heterosexual  righls  codes).  In 
Rectiy'sown  city  of  Los  Angeles,  the 
Chief  of  police  is  a  Hitler,  his  underlingsa 
Gestapo,  Defying  such  social  op- 
pression is  political  resistance,  and 
"public  sex,"  Rechy  notes,  ■'is 
revolution,  courageous,  righteous, 
defiant  revolution."  And  he  himself  Isan 
urban  guerilla  in  that  insurrection. 

To  the  fainthearted  among  us.  the 
natureof  ihe  sexual  urban  warfare 
probably  seems  le  ss  revolu  t  ionary  than 
provocative:  Numbers,  tots  of  tricks,  in 
parks,  In  the  streets  and  in  the  alleys,  in 
old  buildings,  anywhere  in  public:  the 
sexhunt  leads  loquick  anonymous  en- 
counters. Sexuality  loosed!  More  than 
sex  isat  stake.  So  too  is  our  freedom. 
Freedom  is  systematically  denied 
Ihrough  continual  persecution:  "In  this       I 
contexl,  Ihe  sexual  outlaw  flourishes. 
The  pressures  produce  him,  create  his       ) 
deliance.  Knowing  that  each  second  his     I 
freedom  may  be  ripped  away  arbitrarily, 
hellveslullyat  the  brink.  Promiscuity  is 
his  righteous  form  ofrevolulion  " 

And  Rechy's  vision  ol  the  sexual  Ar- 
mageddon? A  public  love-in:  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  gay  men  and  lesbians  in 
cities  everywhere- lucking.  Arrest  us,  all 
of  us  If  the  cops  dare.  If  not, 
heterosexuals  must  surrender  their 
bigotry  and  end  our  oppression.  Rechy 
echoes  here  a  gay  saint,  Paul  Goodman, 
who  much  earlier  declared  that  mass 
public  sex  was  real  sex  revolt,  especially 
In  front  of  slate  legislatures, 

Some  may  say  this  Is  not  revolution, 
but  irresponsible  provocation.  It'salso 
Justa  fantasy,  totally  implauslble. 
Perhaps.  Yet  a  fantasy  to  flame  faggots' 
Imaginations.  And  from  imagination? 
Action. 

Rechy  himself  is  not  a  liberated  angel. 
Mis  isa  life  ol  narcissism,  eroticism  and 
obsession,  and  he  records  it  vividly  in 
thisdocumeniary  of  three  days' sexual 
husllings.lt  Is  loo  often  analfectional 
wasteland,  too  often  emotionally  boun- 
ded by  false  heterosexual  (and  male} 
values:  hedoes  not  get  lucked.  Yes,  there 
is  much  to  regret  in  the  gay  world. 

He  regrets  Ihat  "with  marked  excep- 
tions, the  gay  minority  cares  less  f or  its 
own.does  less  tor  its  own,  than  any  other 
minority  "Like  gay  men's  generally  smug 
ignorance  ol  the  special  oppression  of 
lesbians.  He  regrets  looall  the  mistaken 
machismo,  the  red  hankies  and  dangling 
keys  which  preclude  even  perfunctory 
sex  communication.  He  regrets  gay 
mimicking  straight,  and  the  false  con- 
sciousness evident  when  gays  try  to  ap- 
pease straight  condemnation 

Above  all,  he  regrets,  he  rejects  gay 
sadomasochism  "Gay  S&M  is  the 
straight  worlds  most  despicable 
legacy."  His  renunciation  Ismore  than 
personal  prejudice.  It  is  born  from  per- 
sonal experience:  "The  proliferation  of 
sadomasochism  Is  Ihe  ma|or  Internal 
threat  to  gay  freedom,  comparable  only 
mdestruclivenessio  the  impact  of 
repressive  lawsand  persecution  by 
cops.  The  basisolbotn  is  the  same- self- 
hatred.  Yet  SSM  is  called  love  Honesty 
must  replace  hypocrisy." 

S&M  involving  ihe  inflicting  of  actual 
pain  is  what  Rechy  is  decrying,  not 
games  ol  pseudo-sadomasochistic 
ntual.tnflictpain(maimevenl).ltisnota 
quesnoi  i  urn  lutually  consenting  adults 
being  legally  slopped  from  rejecting 

18/Body  Politic 


THREE  LIVES: 
(Clockwise,  from  lop  lad) 
John  Rechy,  urban  sexual 
guerilla;  Charles  Reich, 
latter-day  guru;  and  Dave 
Kopay.  gentle  Jock. 


tenderness,  loveand  affection,  a  sexual 
suicide  as  il  were. 

It  is  rather  aquestion  of  the  right  "to 
decry  whai  is  destructive,  in  one's 
sexual,  social  or  racial  group,  or  In 
another's."  It  is  aquestion  of  gay  love 
versus  gay  hate:  of  loving  ourselves  and 
fighting  our  enemies,  or  of  hating  our- 
selves and  acting  out  in  our  sex  lives  our 
heterosexual  ly  inflicted  sorrows. 

Read  Rechy.  Particularly  gay  male 
liberationists  who  still  see  a  shade  of 
lurid  In  public  loving,  and  gay  male 
outlaws  who  do  not  love  in  public  bul  do 
not  see  that  aqulckly  spent  orgasm  isa 
liberating  lorm  of  love  only  if  the  soul  and 
mind  are  also  liberated.  Rechy  is  insightful 
on  both  counts. 

byHerbSpitjrs 


The  Sorcerer 

of  BolinasReef 

Charles  Reich 
Random  House,  1976,  $9.95 
When  Charles  Reich's  The  Greening  ol 
America  was  published  in  1970  it  was  an 
instant  best-seller.  If  one  was  able  lo 
suspendone's  critical  faculties,  it  was  a 
book  that  spoke  to  Ihe  times,  echoing  in 
its  inarticulateness  many  of  our  own  hall- 
formed  Ideas  about  the  1960s.  Reich's 
newbookisacontinuaiionof<3reemv?g 
but  without  its  timeliness. 

It  is  an  autobiography  of  sorts,  tracing 
Reich's  personal  odyssey  Irom  the con- 
'ormtstdead  society  of  the  1950s, 
through  the  regeneration  brought  by  the 
nippies  m  the  60s,  into  the  FREEDOM 
(Reich's  capital  (etters)of  the  70s.  Reich 
is  no  I  concerned  with  subtlety  or 
possibly  conflicting  interpretations — 
everything  Is  black  orwhile,  His  account 


J    of  the  SOsasayoung  lawyer  in 

|    Washington, DC repeatsall the 

!    stereotypes  now  fashionably  applied  to 

;    that  abused  decade.  The  hippies  are  the 

I    knights  in  gaudy  armour  banishing 

darkness  with  loveand  bringing  rebirth 
|    through  truth  and  self-knowledge. 
Reich  comes  out  as  a  gay  person  in 
this  book,  and  as  laudable  and  positive 
as  that  may  be,  it  does  little  tosave  Ihe 
|    book.  Of  recent  gayautobiographies, 
,    Tennessee  Williams'  description  of  his 
sex  life  is  positively  titillating,  and  Kate 
|    Millett's  is  both  loving  and  erotic.  Reich 
is  merely  pompous.  "He  put  his  mouth 
i    around  my  penis  and  I  accepted  that,  it 
made  the  sunlight  flooding  into  me  still 
brighter,  Ihe  dark  mysterious  spaces 
opening  up  still  more  magical."  This  is 
Reich's  lirst  sexual  experience,  with  a 
J    prostiiute,  and  while  giving  ihe  young 
man  an  extra  ten  bucks  he  gives  him  a 
lecture  as  well. "  'I  want  you  to  know 
you've  changed  someone's  life  today'  I 
said.  *l  guess  you  have  good  times  and 
bad  times  in  your  work,  but  today  you  did 
the  rarest  of  all  (hingsand  made  a  dif- 
ference in  another  person's  life'."  It  is 
this  lack  of  an  ironical  touch  orevena 
sense  of  humour  that  makes  Reich  so 
frustrating  to  read. 

AI  the  close  of  Ihe  book,  Reich  invites 
us  all  toenier  the  new  world  "celmly  and 
quietly  and  reverently."  His  a/roganl 
assertion  of  this  new  world  is  to  mea 
shamelessdismissal  of  Ihe  countless 
people  who  lived  creative  and  construc- 
tive lives  in  Ihe  old  world  (yes,  even  in  Ihe 
50s|  long  before  the  hippies  everap- 
pearedon  the  scene  And.  damn  it  all,  il 
there  is  to  be  a  new  world,  we  would  all  be 
a  lot  belteroff  loenter  It  shouting, 
swearing,  and  laughing. 

DyPaulF.PearceG   ! 


The  Dave  Kopay  Story 

David  Kopay  &  Perry  Deane  Young 
Arbor  House.  1977,  $10,75 


Gent  le  jocks  have  always  Deen  a  personal 
tum-on,  so  it  was  with  eager  anticipation 
that  I  accepted  this  reviewing  assignment. 
David  Kopay  was  the  first  professional 
tcotball  player  tocome  bursting  out  of  the 
closet  as  a  resu  It ,  and  as  a  part  ol,  the 
December  1975  "gays  in  sports'*  series 
which  original  ly  appeared  in  The 
Washington  Star. The  book  isa 
collaborative  effort  between  Kopay  and 
Perry  Deane  Young,  and  tells  thestoryot 
Kopay's  life,  up  toand  including  the  reper- 
cussions of  his  coming  out. 

Kopay's  staled  purpose  in  writing  the 
book  is  definitely  a  valid  one;  "It  some  of  us 
don'i  take  on  Ihe  oppressive  labels  and 
publicly  prove  them  wrong,  we'll  stay 
trapped  by  the  stereotypes  lor  the  rest  of 
our  lives."  These  stereotypes  relate  lo  the 
tact  ihat  in  American  popular  culture,  as 
Kopay  notes,  "the  mythology  of 
masculinity  is  embodied  in  the  sport  of 
football." 

There  seems  lobe  no  doubt  that  Kopay 
wasadedicated  football  player,  imbued 
with  thecompelilivednve  which  seems  so 
characteristic  of  Ihe  sport  Kopay  would 
like  to  Iree  hlmselt  of  that  competitive 
dnve,  but  sees  it  as  a  logical  product  ol  the 
authonlanan  Catholic  background  com- 
mon toso  many  American  football 
players  For  Kopay,  lootball  was  used  as 
acamoullagefor  his  true  sexual  feelings 
The  sport  gave  himan  outlet  for 
repressed  sexual  energy,  permitting,  as 
it  does,  communication  through  com- 
petition. 

Kopay's  Catholic  upbringing  was 
based  on  fear  and  intimidation,  and  his 
depiction  will  probably  slnkea  chord 
wilh  many  gay  Catholics  Hisadolescent 
crush  on  a  fellow  seminarian  never  came 
toanyfhing  because  of  Catholic  guilt,  but 
he  does  allow  that  he  purposely 
showered  in  thestall  next  lohls "friend" 
so  as  lo  be  able  to  see  his  body  reflected 
In  the  water  on  the  tloor  under  the  par- 
tition between  them. 

Kopay's  genileiock  image  is  evident 
throughout  Ihe  book.  There  is,  forexample 
an  unusually  frank  admission  of 
having  peed  his  pants  before  his  first 
college  football  game,  and  there  are 
many  rather  endearing  glimpses  of 
Kopay's  nature  in  the  encounters  with 
family  and  friends  which  followed  upon 
the  Washington  Star  revelations.  It 
seems  as  though  Kopay  was  seeking 
through  professional  spoils  the  same 
kind  of  stroking  thai  most  of  us  seek  in 
our  personal  relationships, 

Intheprocessofgettinghisshit 
together,  Kopay  ran  upagainsi  most  of 
the  stufl  out  of  which  the  anti-gay 
bulwark  is  constructed;  the 
psychoanalyst  who  tries  to  convert  him 
to  heterosexuality,  the  "caring"  friends 
whoencourage  him  to  shake  his 
"problem"  by  getting  married,  and  the 
"loving"  girlfriend  whopromoies  a 
marriage  which  is  destined  to  fail. 
But  is  this  agood  read?  For  ihe 
(housands  of  closet  gays  who  will 
ultimately  purchase  theexpected  paper- 
back edition  of  this  best-seiierat  the  cor- 
ner news  stand,  David  Kopay  will  bea 
hero,  the  sort  of  "positive  role  model" 
which  Aniia  Bryan!  would  see  us  denied. 
That's  undoubtedly  acontribution. 

But  for  those  of  us  already  involved  in 
the  gay  community,  TheDaveKopay 
Story  has  a  certain  inevitability  toil,  it's  a 
pretly  familiar  litany,  and  this  retelling 
doesn't  add  much  insight  And  who  the 
hell  is  Perry  Deane  Young?  |  found  Ihe 
ever-present  presenceot  Kopay's  ghosl-     , 
writer/ collaborator  somewhat 
alienating,  since  my  interest  was  most       I 
decidedly  in  Ihestoryof  DaveKopay,  and 
noi  in  the  worldview  of  his  biographer 

Nevertheless,  we  welcome  Dave 
Kopayas  the  first  spokesperson  of  Ihe        ] 
"gay  caucus  "  of  the  male  American 
sporting  world.  And  while  his  book  may 
have  left  me  somewhat  cold,  it'll 
probably  do  wonders  for  the  cause! 

byHarveyHamburgO 

June 
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Homosexuals  in 
History: 

Ambivalence  in  Society, 
Literature  and  the  Arts 
A_  L  Rowse 
Macmillan,  1977,51295 

The  Harvard  Dictionary  ol  Music,  mils 
article  on  change  ringing,  concludes  by 
observing  that  "ills  a  Typically  English 
spon  in  which  healthy  exercise  is  com- 
bined wilhasmall  but  gratifying  amount 
ol  menial  el  fori " 

Such  might  be  saidaboutA  L 
Rowse'slatesl  spon,  though  il  would  be 
too  kind,  Rowse, an  Oxlorddon  whose 
many  "histories  "aremore  likely  lobe 
popular  than  reliable,  has  turned  his 
grab-bago!  notes  about  individual  male 
homosexuals  oil  ot  whom  are  either 
famous,  near-tamous,  or  academics)  inio 
'  aboohlhal  managestoremainnomore 
than  a  grab- bag  of  notes. 

Bolhdelractotsand  supporters  ol  gay 
liberation  would  expect  me  lo  fault 
cerlainaspectsoflhis  book,  us  concern 
wilhmdwdualsenclustveol  the  collective, 
llsantidemocralic  slurs,  lis  racism  and 
sexism,  its  pages  on  Hitler  and  Ratim 
which  rjon'l  mention  the  pink  triangle, 
etc  —  and  I  won'i  disappoint  mem. 

Bui  the  principal  laultsof  Homo- 
sexuals seem  tome  lobe  us  misleading 
"tacts,"  its  pervasive  lliogic,  its  "prool" 
by  derated  assertion  (Shakespeare  was 
no!  a  homosexual  because  I  say  he  was 
nol  a  homosexual  because  I  say ..),  and 
lis  concealment  of  all  its  sources  (the 
tew  footnotes  refer  only  lo  Rowse's 
earlier  booksl)  Riclor  Norton's  review  in 
Gay  News  begins  to  conecl  some  of 
these,  but  another  book  ol  346  pages 
would  be  required  locorrecl  them  all. 
The  absence  of  documentation  is 
Rowse's  most  frustrating  ploy:  since  Ihe 
oneslrengthol  Homosexuals  is  ils  sug- 
gestive comments  on  llgures  we  don't 
know  much  aboul,  good  noles  would 
facilitate  I  urlher  research,  but  the  don 
wants  \obe  completely  unhelptul  here 

The  tolal  effect  ol  Homosexuals  Is  Ils 
worst  fault:  the  trivializing  ol  homo- 
sexuals and  our  history.  Gay  history,  it 
implies,  is  a  farrago  ol  slut  and  snigget. 
undeserving  ol  seriousness,  ol  accuracy. 
History  as  gossip.  That  a  house  like  Mac- 
millan even  published  (his  rs  deplorable 

A  17th-century  scholar  Irlend,  reading 
Ihe  book  along  with  me,  pointed  out 
many  errors  and  illogicalities  even  when 
Rowse  is  dealing  with  his  own  period  of 
specialization,  but  thoughl 
Homosexuals  might  serviceably  attect 
casual  readers  by  ttieentensivenessof 
itssurvey.  Even  Riclor  Norton  (who,  I 
hope,  is  wrlling  Ihe  book  thisoneougtil 
to  have  been)  can  call  Ihe  book  "funda- 
mentally unsound,"  yel  praise  lis  enter- 
tainment value 

Amlwitlesslofindbothof  Inese  res- 
ponses impossibly  contradictory? 
(Norlon:  a  book  "packed  lull  ol  Informa- 
tion (whelher  trustworthy  or  not),")  Accu- 
rale,  trustworthy,  gay  history-  even  when 
ils  aboul  our  less  palatable  forebears- 
afflrmsour  gayness  Unlike  change 
ringing,  a  hislory  of  homosexuals  calls 
lor  iremendous  menial  effort.  Trivial!- 
lation,  whether  in  Ihe  non-gay  press  or  in 
Howse's  book,  is  one  of  our  enemy's 
oldesl  weapons,  perhaps  ihe  hardest 
one'odlsable. 


by  Michael  Lynch D 


Infamous  Woman: 

The  Lite  of  George  Sand 
Joseph  Barry 
Doubleday.  1977,  $14.95 

las*  the  support  ot  no  one,  neither  to  kill 
someone  tor  me,  gather  a  bouquet. 
correct  a  proof,  nor  to  go  with  me  to  the 
theatre.  I  go  there  on  my  own,  as  a  man, 
by  choice,  and  when  I  want  llowers,  I  go 

i  on  foot,  by  myself,  to  the  Alps.  .It  ever  I 
have  a  name,  it  will  be  entirely  ol  my  own 
making 

George  Sand  was,  first  and  foremost,  a 
wnler  Why  Ihen,  is  it,  that  more  people 
can  name  one  ot  her  lovers  than  one  of 
her  books?  George  Sand  is  "infamous" 

!  or  "notorious."  Why?  Forher  writing? 

1  HerFeminism?Herrevolutionary 
political  philosophy?  No  For  her  sexual 
liaisons  For  a  writer,  who  in  Ihirly  years 
wrole  seventy  novelsandlwodozen 
plays,  who  was  praised  by  all  Ihe  greal 
writers  ot  her  timelDosioievsky,  Henry 
James,  Flaubert,  Hugo,  and  Balzac),  who 
was  in  Ihe  vanguard  of  French  intellec- 

1  luallife,loberememberedtorherbed 
partners,  speaks  more  about  theat- 

:  iiiudesothermalebiograprierslhan 


about  George  Sand  herself 

While  Barry  does  not  ignore  or  belli  tie 

her  love  of  women,  it  is  obvious  Irom  his 
interpretation  of  her  writing  lhal  he 
understands  female  sexuality  not  at  all. 
George  Sand  at  one  point  writes  to  her 
lemale  lover,  "What  llowers  are  those  on 
your  forehead,  in  your  hands?  Flowers 
unknown,  llowers  more  beautiful  lhan 
,    any  woman  on  earth.  Their  perfume  is 

intoxicating,  my  angel,  spread  them  over 
.    me,  cover  me  with  leaves  trom  yourdewy 
crown'  Joseph  Barry  saysol  this 
passage,  "Vet  there  is  a  sexlessness  in 
the  sensuality,  or  is  it  an  ambiguous  bi- 
sexuality?a  political  sirammg  towards 
spirituality,  Ihe  ethereality  of  romantic 
i    yearning.  There  is  in  George's  prose 
I    poem  a  sense  of  discontent  with  all  mor- 
tals: the  angel's  I  lowers  (phallic?)  are 
I    more  beautiful  lhan  any  woman;,.." 
!       Barry  weaves  an  interesting  tale  of 
gossip  mixed  with  recorded  (act  and 
bends  over  backward  lo  be  fair  to  George 
1   Sand,  but  we  learn  very  littleabout  her 
I   creative  genius  asa  writer.  The  author 
,   relies  heavily  on  Sand's  diaries  and 
i   correspondence,  and  Ihese  give  us  many 
insights  into  Iheemotional  Hie  of  Ihis 
complex  and  brilliant  won 


waiting  toi  the  writer  who  will  investigate 
her  creative  passions  with  Ihe  same 
precisedissectlnglooilhis  author  uses 
on  her  personal  passions. 

George  Sand  was  a  brave  woman  She 
nolonly  transgressed  all  the  social, 
sexual,  and  political  mores  by  which 
women  should  behave  but  she  ptoudly 
delendedher  nghi  todo  so.  During  the 
limef.1831  - 1835)  she  was  engaged  in 
lengthy  court  battles  toestabllsh  her 
ngh  ts  to  her  own  chi  idren  and  her  own 
property,  she  wrote  lwenly-f  our 
published  volumes.  We  only  learn  Ihe 
titles  ol  three  of  these  books 

As  the  book  progresses.  George  Sand 
ages,  and  Ihe  political  climate  of  France 
changes  We  finally  see  Ihe  writer  in  a 
political  context  during  ihe  1848 
revolution  and  this  is  an  excellent  and 
rewarding  chapter. 

George  Sand  slaled  her  goals  more 
dearly  lhan  abiographer  or  reviewer  can 
paraphrase:  "I  will  raise  women  Irom 
Iheir  abjection,  both  by  my  example  and 
by  my  writing    (I  will  be)  Ihe  Spartacus 
of  women's  slavery ." 

bySherrillChedai 


Subscribe  to  Canada's  Gay  newsjoumal  this  month 
and  get  yourself  a  FREE  30- word  classified. 


The  Body  PolWc  is  Canada'sonly  national  Gay  paper. 

And  that  means  that,  month  after  month,  you'll  get  ihe 
news  as  it's  happening  from  the  people  helping  to  make  it 
happen ,  Not  three  months  later. 

Subscribing  means  keeping  in  touch,  in  touch  with  a 
vigorous  Gay  movement  bringing  Gay  Canada  together 
from  coast  to  coast. 

The  Body  Po'ibc  publishes  the  kind  of  articles  that 
interest  you .  No  fashion  columns.  We  don't  care  what 
straight  movie  actors  think  about  Gay  people.  We  do  care 
what  Gay  people  like  you  are  doing,  and  you'll  meet  each 
other  in  our  pages. 

Like  you.  we  care  about  the  place  of  Gay  young  people 
in  our  world,  and  we  talk  about  it  Like  you.  we  worry 
about  VD  and  we  hunt  down  the  facts  Like  you.  we  feel  a 
Gay  perspective  on  the  arts  is  not  just  counting  the  number 
of  Gay  heads  in  the  audience  —  our  review  supplement 
arrives  every  second  issue  and  has  the  reputation  for  being 
the  best  on  the  continent. 

Ukeyou.  we  like  a  bargain  And  a  subscription 


ik  nothing  can  rank  higher  than 
tnendsnlp  in  this  lite,  nothing  should  be  desired 
mo™  ardently,  nothing  should  be  treasured 
more  Jealously" 


I  love  it  and  I  want  it 


Here's  my  subscription: 

Send  10  Issues  10: 


represents  a  saving  of  $2.50  over  the  newsstand  price. 

And  like  you ,  we  like  a  bigger  bargain ,  For  this  month 
only,  we're  offering  an  absolutely  free  30- word  classified  to 
anyone  who  subscribes  or  renews  their  subscription!  That's 
a  $3  00  bonus  and  give  you  access  to  the  largest  all-Gay 
classified  section  in  Canada. 

Looking  for  a  friend?  A  sex-partner?  A  place  to  live?  A 
pen-pal?  Got  a  house  or  a  bike  or  a  dog  or  a  rabbit  lo  sell? 
The  Body  Politic  classifieds  give  you  a  direct  line  to  over 
20,000  Gay  people  every  month  As  people  keep  telling 
us,  they  use  them  because  they  work. 
DOUBLE  YOUR  FUN  THIS  MONTH. 

Subscribe:  and  get  10  issues  a  year  of  Canada's  Gay 
liberation  journal  al  a  saving  of  $2.50  over  the  newsstand 
price. 

Free  Classified:  if  you  can  say  it  in  30  words  you  can: 
find  the  man  or  woman  of  your  dreams,  get  a  roommate, 
sell  your  car  or  just  say  "hi"  to  all  your  friends  in  Omeemee. 
$3  00  bonus,  and  it's  yours  for  subscribing. 


and  here's  my  classified : 

"tease  put  11  in  the  C  Friends.  QWoifc.  LTravel.  JHomes, 
esdonal.      Othra  (check  one)  column. 

■;  mn  my  .  diuth  3  Oau^numbooil';.  and  lonnud  responses  lomcar       | 


Prtnl  ad  beW  in  block  leners,  one  word  tn  each  ban. 


Enclosed  find: 

15  00 1  Canadian  2nd  class) 

*9  50 (Canadian  1st  class! 

*8.S0{US  2nd  class) 

112  SO  (US  1st  class! 
_   !8.50(overseas*uifaccmalJI 
2  il2-50loverwii  airmail! 

This  Is  a  renewal 
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Six  Journeys:  A  Canadian  Pattern 
Charles  Taylor    ^,uiym 

i  ramify  man  and  Estiblbhmenl  wrltti 
,,UM.,i  until  hi  ned  hligsniefl  Roiedale  world  wWi 
young  man.  Pursue  J  js  d  ^iminjl  in  Mexico,  denounce 
as  a  monster  at  home,  he  poured  out  his  r3$e  against  j 
lead  Canada  in  such  books  as  Place  d'Armtt 
ind  Civic  Square.  His  celebration  ol  homosexual  love 
which  he  opposes  to  gay  sexuality,  and  his  vision  ofie> 
.,,  i  mystical  art  make hfc"ioumey" particularly  relevant 

S,  ,.n  SymonS  is  descr.bed  in  Charles  Taylor's 

,,  ,    I     SIX   JOURNEYS.   A  CANADIAN  PATTERN 

along  with  the  lives  of  Brigadier  James  Sutherland  Brow 

Bishop  William  White,  diplomat  Herbert  Norman,  artist 

writer  Emily  Carr,  and  novelist  James  Houston. 

SIX  IOURNEYS  gives  us  biographies  of  six  Canadians  who  went  against  the  grain  of 

their  society  and  found  theirsustainingvision  in  other  cultures.  Through  the  experience 

of  these  six,  Taylor  traces  the  outlines  of  a  Canadian  pattern  of  liv.ng.  relevant  to 

all  Of  us.  NmfromHouwof  ANANSI/S14  00tloth/J7  95p.j[w'W' 


Small  Press  Books 
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electrifying. 


H* 


'John  Rechy's  remark- 
able new  book  is  a 
uniquely  fashioned 
piece  of  writing,  alternat- 
ing heated,  involving 
accounts  of  sexual 
escapades  with  cool, 
detached  evaluations  of 
the  homosexual  condi- 
tion Drama  and  com- 
mentary complement 
each  other,  cemented 
together  with  the  rage  of 
Rechy's  philosophy 
The  truly  remarkable 
achievement  of  this 
work  is  that  these  obser- 
vations are  every  bit  as 
readable  as  the  erotic 
passages."— News  wesf 


THE 

SEXUAL' 

OUTLAW, 


The  gremlins  crept  into  April's  column 
when  everyone  was  out  lor  thenighi  and 
mischievously  changed  t  he  word 
Calamite'  in  my  review  of  Bob  BurdlCk'S 
inner  hues  to  'catamite1,  there'sadil- 
(erence!  The  Calamitesiwhich  you  won't 
find  in  the  dictionary,  even  a  dictionary  of 
literary  termsl  were  a  loosely-associafed 
group  of  English  poets  who  wroleabout 
their  loveand  erotic  leelings  for  boys. 
Catamite'  is  in  the  dictionary,  so  you  can 
look  It  up! 

Mouth  ot  the  Oregon  began  a  coupleof 
years  or  soago.  Us  subtitle  then  was 'A 
Poetry  Journal  of  Male  Love.'  which  put  it 
(more or  less!  up-front  asagay 
publication.  While  someot  Andrew 
Bifrosl's  editorial  policies  have  been 
debatable,  there's  noquestion  thai  we've 
been  fortunate  to  have  such  a  well- 
produced  magazine  where  good,  openly 
gay  work  can  appear.  But  Hot  one  was 
disappointed  when,  a  few  issues  back, 
the  magazine  began  appearing  wilhout 
Ihe  subtitle  which  defined  the  broad 
range  of  the  writing  included,  and 
distinguished  Dragon  from  all  the  other 
little  poelry  mags  on  the  shelves.  It 
seemed  the  Dragon  was  returning  to  his 
closet! 

The  sublille  is  still  missing  trom  the 
current  (double)  issue,  11  / 12.  A  double 
issue,  I  think,  should  have  at  least  double 
Ihe  impact,  and  this  onedoesn't.  There 
areacoupleof  interesting  sequences  — 
one  about  the  Bavarian  king  Ludwig  II  by 
Robert  Peters,  the  other  about  Walt 
Whitman's  companion  Peter  Doyle  by 
David  Bergman  Good  poems  by  Jim 
Elledge  and  Keith  K_  Walsh  caught  my  af- 
tention,  but  on  Ihe  whole  the  issue 
seems  abit  tired,  certainly  less  exciting 
lhan  It  should  be.  There  is  a  handsomely 
designed  cover,  based  on  a  drawing  by 
Don  Aedenn,  The  price  is  $3  from  PO  Box 
107,  Cooper  Station,  New  York,  NY  10003. 


A  Documentary  by 

•  auu  dcs^uv     58  95  now  al  your  bookstore 
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NOW 
AVAILABLE 

A  true-life  gay  Portnoy's  Complaint 
The  witty,  touching,  bittersweet  story 
of  coming  out  and  self-acceptance 


9a9e 


Hubert  Kennedy  (L)and  Eric  Gordon 
Hubert  Kennedy's  Coming  Out  in 
I  Providence  is  the  story  of  two  events  — 
I  (heauthor's  coming  out  while  in  his  40s 
'  and  a  teacher  at  a  conservative  Catholic 
college,  and  the  first  Gay  Pride  Parade  in 
j  Providence,  Rhode  Island. 

The  sexual  aspectsof  coming  out  are 
1  not  dealt  wit  h  here  as  much  as  Ihe  reac- 
tions of  peopleand  institutions  —  in- 
cluding the  college,  which  tried  to 
1  pressure  Kennedy  back  into  the  closet. 
[  When  Rhode  Island  stateaulhorities 
tried  toban  gay  events  during  Ihe  Bicen- 
tennial festivities, a  court  order  was  ob- 
tained to  rescind  the  ban  and  Ihe  "Rhode 
Island  Bicentennial  Commission,"  a 
newspaper  reported,  "was  ordered  to 
open  theOld  State  House...  toa 
homosexual  group  which  plans  to  holda 
'Congress  of  People  Wi  th  Gay  Concerns' 
there  tomorrow.  The  commission  must 
also  endorse  the  event." 
And  "To  the  beat  of  adrum,  the  Strum- 
ming of  a  guitar  and  the  buzzing  of  a 
kazoo,  the  group  marched  pasi  a  crowd 
of  several  hundred  onlookers.  The  mar- 
chers chanted  songs  and  carried  Hags 
proclaiming  homosexual  pride.  Some 
were  dressed  in  colorful  clothes;  Others 
reflected  the  Bicentennial  theme  with 
symbols  such  as  take  muskets  and  three- 
cornered  hats. ..There  were  no  serious 
incidents,  ..Some  bystanders  admiiled 
that  they  too  were  homosexual  or  that 
they  sympathized  with  thegroup's 
march." 

As  for  Kennedy's  jobat  the  college,  he 
continues  to  hold  it,  though  he  is  still  the 
only  open  gay  on  campus, 
Kennedy's  little  book  Is  a  lucid  and  en- 


couraging account  of  his  own  progress       i 
and  thai  of  the  gay  movemenl  in  Rhode 
Island.  It's  available  lor  S2  trom  the 
author.  33  Huxley  Ave,  Providence,  R1, 
02908.  USA 

Acouple  of  columns  ago.  imenlloned 
Brad  Gooch  as  one  of  the  best  of  the  new     | 
poets.  This  on  ihe  basis  of  a  few  things 
I'd  seen  in  Z  magazine  and  el  sewhere. 
His  lirst  book,  The  Daily  News,  has  |ust 
been  published  by  Z  Press  in  Calais, 
Vermont,  at  $2.50. 

Gooch  hasn't  lound  a  distinctive  voice 
yet  and  the  slyles  of  Ihese  19  poemsare 
mixed,  from  successful  experiments 
wilhin  conventional  rhymes  and  rhylhms     | 
to  more  free-form  pieces.  The  result  Is  a       . 
juxtaposition  of  an  attractively  relaxed,       | 
fresh,  version  of  'academic'  poetry  on  the 
|  one  hand,  and  good.  Burroughs-derived       I 
l  raunchonlheother.Butallofltfell.con- 
|  trolled,  tense  writing,  with  only  a  few  In- 
I  leilcitous  phrases  ("you  wave  goodbye       I 
t  lomewithfadingfeet"). 
I      Here's  the  beginning  and  end  of 

"Words  lobe  Broadcast  over  Eagle's 
'  NeslSound System  —  I": 
I    Made  out  under  sharp  leg  knife 
telephone  golden  shower  boy  under 
pinned  under  sweat  sweet  drill  drilling       . 
I     broken  glass  smell  faint  smell  aroma  of 
needle  tight  bod  no  more  bulhekept 
going  Ihe  slate  eyes  tastened  on  my 
'    boots  tender  touch  Bud  cop  sweel  and 
I    wet  soaking  the  rub  laying  there  lime 

AMradiobondagesongsoutof  touch        I 
'    brought  back  hard  in  the  nose  in  the 
|     legs  first  the  socks  tight  screwing  into       j 
ground  tight  tree  phosphorescent  beer 
too  much  too  mucha  sof  t  boy's  voice 
beard  halrarms  legs  loose. ..pinned  un- 
derneath heavy  builder  shit  house  rub- 
bet  slit  up  the  arm  try  to  gel  away  long 
day  at  work  waiting  toget  home  to  my 
boy  make  him  eat  it  blonde  boy  beard 
man  extra  money  stay  for  a  day  in  ser- 
vice in  the  light  bathroom  for  threedays 
noway  Zinc  gold  spray  today  the  day 
bars  are  full  the  gay  bars  are  full  1  mel 
him  in  the  hall  tall  black  cowboy  no  face 
under  the  hal  sat  on  his  boot  ready  to 
shine  to  shine  skin  wet  ready  dogs  eyes 
ready  no  room  Iwo  more  and  keep  going 
until  I  say 
The  Daily  News  promises  a  lot  for  the 
future  and,  better  still,  Is  good  to  read, 
cover- 1 r>c over,  right  now. 

HunceVoelcker's  W'/J/n/riefloseisa 
long  poem  addressed  loa  lover;  its  ef  led 
comes  more  from  the  thoughtful  and 
reflective  lhan  from  the  erotic: 
Each  lime  we  touch  almost  beginnings 
child  in  the  chancel 
Spirit  on  the  phone 
Poet  in  my  ear 

then  Word 
subsumes  my  circle 
nmless 

into  thought,  your 
voice! 
The  book  is  $3.50  from  Panjandrum 
Press.  99  Sanchez  SI..  San  Francisco, 
CA941 14,  beautifully  designed,  with 
drawings  by  Jose  Laffitteand  calligraphy 
by  Selwyn  Jones. 

"Ahead  of  Pieter  Jim's  golden  skin 
glowed,  and  his  nostrils  flared  When  the 
narrow  door  opened,  reciprocating 
engines  pounded  oil  mist  through 
Pieter's  skin.  Silver  reflections  of  thigh 
sized  pushrods  stroked  rainbow  lilm 
over  his  eyes  and  made  gold  of  Doric 
|  column  connecting  rods  as  they  drove 
I  vibrating  shaffs  beneath  his 
'  feet...Driving  rods  waltzed  through  Pieler 
I  while  his  eyes  lanced  Ihrough  oil  mist 
j  into  Jim."  If  this  high-fiown  evocation  of 
1  love  in  the  machine  shop  appeals  loyou, 
I  buy  a  copy  of  George  Arent's  TneBrass 
Nightingale,  available  forS6.96from 
'  Unicorn  Bookstore,  8935Sanla  Monica 
Blvd.,  Los  Angeles.  CA  90069.  There's 
lots  more,  no  less  turgid. 

In  ils  lavor,  I  can  only  say  that  it's  bet- 
ter executed  lhan  the  author's  head- 
spinningly  convoluted  The  Golden 
Sawdust,  published  a  few  years  ago.  I 
;  won't  try  losummanze  the  plot  and  nor 
wi  1 1  you  il  you  get  through  the  book. 

bylanYoungi 
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FLAUNTING  IT! 


Taking  Power 

one  of  these  days 


YOU'RE  INVITED! 

All  Canadian  lesbiansand  gay  men  are  invited  to  the 
Fifth  National  Gay  Rights  Conference,  meeting  on 
Dominion  Day  weekend  in  Saskatoon. 

Come  join  us  there 


'■01  course  we  Gay  people  have 
nothing  in  common  but  out  sexual  or len- 
lalion."  someone  said  at  a  meeting. 

TheCoaltlton  lor  Gay  flights  in  Ontario 
is  trying  tooting  down  Ihe  Tory  (Conser- 
vative) government  ot  inis  province  in  the 
cutrenl  election  The  Tories  have  been 
lailhlully  and  spectacularly  anti-Gay  in 
attitude,  pronouncement  and  deed  for  as 
I  ong  as  t  hey '  ve  recog  n  Ized  ou  r  ex  i  sie  nee. 
,  (Fortheiaiest  evidence,  see  News  this 
I  issue.)  InadowntownTorontodlstrict 
so  ctammed  with  Gay  people  that  II 
blushes,  all  three  major  parties  are  run* 
:  nmg  "pto-Gay"  candidates.  (The  smell  is 
a  little  lishy,  is  il  not.)  Including  the 
Tories  Acoupleolpeopleinawell- 
knownToronto  Gay  group  are  working 
forlheelectionot  Ihe  Tory  candidate,  one 
ol  them  has  been  hired  as  a  Gay  "con- 
sultant"! (Conservative  Creed.  What  you 
can't  steal  you  can al ways  Duy.| These 
peopleare  outraged  thai  the  Coalition  is 
anti-Tory  "You're  out  ol  touch  with  the 
Progressive  Conservative  Party."  they 
complain,  tVe'reoulol  touch  with 
them?? 

A  Gay  lawyer,  pardon  me,  a  male 
lawyer  who  has  sex  with  other  men, 
proclaims  lhal  it  you  Radicals  really  want 
Gay  nghls  you'll  support  the  Tones, 
because  they'regoing  lobe  in  power 
torever,  and  maybe  this  downtown  pro- 
Gay  candidate  ol  theirs  can  apply 
pressure  to  his  own  party  at  the  right  lime 
and  place  to  bring  about  changes,  eg. 
sexual  orientation  in  the  Human  flights 
Code.  Thai's  whal  you  want,  Isn't  It? 
Well,  no  one  else  is  going  to  be  In  a 
position  to  do  anything  loryou. 

How  many  times  does  it  have  to  be 
said,  In  1920's  Germany  a  majestic  list  Ol 
European  intellectuals,  artists  and  VtP's 
signed  the  Hlrschleld  petition  toabollsh 
the  anti-homosexual  Paragraph  1 75  Irom 
theGerman  criminal  code  During  these 
years  the  National  Socialist  (affec- 
tionately nicknamed  Nazi)  Party  was 
loudly  candidly  anti-homosexual.  But  as 
it  gained  strength  and  popularity,  many 
ol  the  Gay  German  signets  ol  the 
petition  —  ptivalely  Gay.  virtually  none 
otlhem  publicly  Gay  —  turned  forsup- 
port  loihe  Party  lhal  had  tepeatedly, 
openly  called  lot  lheirextincllon.il  that's 
where  power  lies,  that's  where  we'll 
speak,  petition, beg.  In  1929a parliamen- 
tary commit  lee  voted  on  abolition,  a  lie 
vote  The  commit  tee  chairman  broke  the 
tie.  voting  lot  abolition  because,  as  he 
said,  it  would  finally  end  all  lhal 
homosexual  lussand  wecangeton  to 
things  that  mattet  In  1933,  though,  the 
Nazis  came  to  power  by  popular  elect  Ion, 
just  likeours.  They  kepi  Paragraph  175 
and  added  Subsection  E,  outlawing  such 
things  as  homosexual  intent  and  fan- 
tasies, and  providing  lot  whal  amounted 
topermanenl  protective  custody.' Then 
thekilllngsgot  really  efficient.  If  you  take 
dinner  with  yourknown,  proven,  sworn 
enemies,  don'i  besurprisedif  you  gel 
poisoned,  or  eaten.  How  many  limes 
does  it  have  to  be  said. 

In  the  USSR  we  get  arrested,  In  Chile, 
Argentina.  Brazil. etc  murdered more-or- 
less  legally.  In  Spain  and  Cuba 
rehabilitated  in  camps.  (Can  you  imagine 
a  stupider  repressive  method  than  forcing 
one  homosexual  Into  the  company 
ol  others?  It  only  we  could  bring  Gay 
people  together  soefficienily.  )  In  China 
we're  said  not  toexlst.we'resupposed  to 
be  strictly  a  decadent  bourgeois 
manifestation,  but  someone  was  reported 
executed  recently  lor  "sodomy" 
(that's us)  (Isitbetternotloexisi.orto 
exist  and  gel  executed  lor  117)  In  the  land 
ot  the  Iree  and  especially  in  Canada 
where  we  never  tire  ol  telling  eachother 
we're  "legal"  since  1969,  and  the  Prime 
Mimstertells  us  we  should  begrateful 
and  stop  complaining,  someol  us  still 
get  murdered,  arrested,  electric  and 
chemical-shocked,  fired,  refused 
housl  ng.  bealen  up  bv  online  and 
straights,  our  books  banned,  our  voices 
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silenced  in  the  "public  "  media,  our 
existence  denied  or  recognized  only  asa 
problem  m  the  education  system,  but  It 
Could  Be  Worse.  A  Gay  college  professor 
said,  believe  it  ot  not:  "I've  never  heard  an 
anli-gay  remark  It  would  be  in  terrible 
lasleandot  course  I  would  protest  it  I  did 
hear  one  "And   "Yes.  lundersJandlhe 
oppression  of  Gay  people,  but  it  isn't 
really  relevant  in  my  life."  Neither  is  your 
heartbeat  EventheGaymovemenlisn'l 
thai  harassed,  so  lar  the  occasional 
ihreai  is  enough  tokeep  us  pretty  polite. 
The  RCMP  mviied  us  last  yeat  to  report  to 
them,  please,  il  we  wanted  lodemon- 
straieai  i he  Montreal  Olympics,  so  they 
coulds^herluleil 

A  Gay  psychiatrist  IromOmaha 
(sounds  like  a  limerick)  told  me  he  was 
abieal  least  to  help  Gay  people  covertly, 
but  II  he  came  oul  he  would  lose  Ihe  op- 
port  unity  todoany'n/rtg.didn'l  I  under- 
stand. Then  he  let  slipacoupleof  sen- 
tences later  lhal  he'd  lost  a  job  because 
hewassuspecfedol  being  Gay.  He's  just 
going  to  have  to  wotk  harder  at  his 
closelry.  or  forget  about  it. 

InAldous  Huxley's  Brave  New  World 
Ihe  authorities  license  a  degreeol  sexual 
freedom  that  eliminates  almost  all 
destructive  or  ctealiveemolional  ten- 
sion In  Brave  New  World  Revisited 
Huxley  writes.  "Control  through 
punishment  ol  undesirable  behaviour  is 
less  effective,  in  the  long  run,  than  con- 
trol Ihrough  the  reinforcement  of 
desirable  behaviour  by  rewards."  Several 
people  have  mentioned  as  disturbing  the 
I  factthalTorontohasmoreGaybaths 
'  than  Gay  bars,  suggest  inga  socially- 
'■  repressed  Gay  male  population.  "People 
|  wholookstrangeorbehaveoddly 
threaten  any  society  unlil  their  uncom- 
mon traits  have  been  slotted  intoa 
recognized  role.  By  being  assigned  a 
nameandarole.  eerieand  upsetting 
deviants  are  turned  Into  well-defined 
and  eslablished  categories."  (Ivan  llllch: 
Medical  Nemesis)Wa\t:  you  don't  have  lo 
slot  us,  we'll  do  it  ourselves.  In  a  taxi 
going  home  wit  hanolher  man,  my  ears 
curled  to  heat  him  substitule"she"  lor 
"he"  in  anal  tempi  toclean 
up  —  straighlenup  —  his  conversation, 
with  loaded  glances  at  the  back  ot  the 
driver's  head.  "I  picked  nerupat  the 
club,  she  was  a  knockoul,  etc,"  Can 
anything  be  more  frustrating  than  having 
someone  in  a  Gay  bar  refuse  a  lit  tie  Gay 
liberation  propaganda  not  for  political 
reasons  but  because  his  pants  are  too 
tight  loget  anything  into  the  pockets  bul 
beer/disco /bath  money  and  a  pack  ol 
cigarettes? 

Two  reverent  Newyorkophiles 
describeGay  people  coming  out  of 
neighbourhood  bars  in  Fun  City  and  gel- 
ling beaten  up  by  straight  (?)  teenage 
gangs.  One  nighi  a  straight  man  was  at- 
tacked accldenlly.  and  killed.  Oh  my  God. 
Thai  did  it.  A  local  Gay  bar  organized 
vigi  lantes,  decoys  were  sent  out, 
lollowed  by  cars,  several  punks  whoat- 
tacked  the  decoys  were  "worked  over" 
and  lold  whatever  weapons  they  used 
would  be  matched.The  police  who  had 
Ignored  Ihe  altacks  on  Gays,  as  is  their 
custom,  nowdid  the  same  for  the  vice 
versa  Parents  ol  the  teenagers  were 
suddenly  upset  that  their  litlleones  were 
being  savaged,  soa  "church  group"  set 
up  a  truce  committee.  For  a  lew 
moments  we  had  something  going  there, 
didn't  we?  Not  pounding  theshil  out  of 
straights,  though  that  could  bealmost  as 
good  as  sex,  depending  on  how  you  like 
your  sex,  but  a  rare  Heeling  sense  of 
community,  ol  the  power  inherent  in  it. 
Then  ihe  Gay  people  weni  back  Into  their 
bar,  closed  Ihedoorand  never  came  out 
again. 
People  hiding  there 
Laced  like  warm  blood 
Through  bricks 
Waiting. 
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especially  female)  relating  to 
you  cop*  with  being  gay  in  Mi 
med  Forces  Correspondence 


desire)  as  your  eiperit 


answered  Drawer 663 


YOUTHFUL  LOOKING.  FEMINIST 
university  student,  age  39.  studying 
sociology  and  psychology  Non- 
smoking. tiQhr  drinking  Aquarius 
who  likes  reading.  ' 
music,  dining,  walki 
quiet  limes  Uncloseted.  Nol  Into 
role  playing  Occasionally  attends  a 
gay  cottee  house.  Honest,  gentle, 
allectlonate  nature  Have  many 
friends,  seeking  a  comfortable, 
loving,      possibly      permanent, 

physical     lesbian     relationship. 
Drawer  656. 


new       LOOKING  FOR  a  good-looking,  al 


H AN DSO ME. straight  looking 
counlry  boy.  32.  155lbs,  S'10", 
average  endowment.  Brown  hair, 
blueeyes.  muscular  trim  body.  You 
will  llnd  me  happy,  humourous.  In- 
telligent, and  Si  limes  quiet  and  a! 
lectionaie.  Nol  into  drugs,  tobacco 
o>  alcohol.  Many  interests.  II  you 
are  ol  a  similar  nature,  or  younger, 
or  maybe  a  leenager  interested  In 


elng,  I 


FRIENDS"* 


PROFESSIONAL  MAN.  39,  64' 
200lbs,  wants  to  meet  sincere  m 
in  Winnipeg  area  Some  discreli' 
required.  Possible  permanen 


GAY  GUY,  35,  5"6",  150  lbs  wishes 
locontact  males  In  Vancouver,  Vic- 
toria area.  Prefer  leens  or  early 
20's.  I  am  financially  independent 

lather  figure.  I  look  and  acl  lale 
20's.  Very  masc.  Greek  active. 
French  active  and  passive  Slightly 

lemokay.  Drawer 655. 

RE  GIN  A 


r   653 


GAY    MALE    STUDENT,    26.    6'. 

150lb9,  fair  hair,  good-looking, 
masculine  Interested  in  politics, 
books,  the  arts.  Greek  ac- 
tive/passive. Not  Into  discos  or 
kinky  se*  Would  like  to  meet  guy 
with  similar  interests.  Prefer  dark 
muscular  type 


HOW  TO  ANSWER 

A  CLASSIFIED 

IN 

THE  BODY  POLITIC 

II  the  ad  you  want  to  answer  has 
a  drawer  number  In  It,  please  do 
Die  following:  put  your  reply  In  an 
envelope,  address  it  to:  The  Body 
Politic.  Bo.  7219.  Station  A. 
Toronto,  Canada  M5W  1X9.  Write 
the  drawer  number  in  the  lower 
left  hand  comer  ol  the  envelope. 
Maiimous  Trial  soli 

Every  Friday  we  collect  ail  the 
responses  for  each  drawer  and 
forward  them  to  the  individual  In- 
volved. The  rest  Is  up  to  both  of 
you. 

(Oh  yes.  It's  easier  for  forwar- 
ding If  your  envelope  doesn't  ex- 
ceed regulation  size.  Thanks.) 
MANITOBA" 

NORTHERN  MANITOBA  -  male, 
39,  slim,  looking  lor  permanent  Gay 
lover  —  live  in,  financial  assistance 
is  possible.  Please  enclose  short 

resume.  Drawer  55B. 

LEAMINGTON . 

NON-SMOKER,  511".   190lbs, 
clean,  quiet,  many  Interests  Write, 
we  may  be  made  lor  each  other 
Pholoappreclafed.  Drawer  651 
ST  CATHERINES 

ST  CATHERINES  MALE,  24,  51 1", 


REGINA  MALE  40  travels 
Saskatoon  to  Calgary  to  Edmon- 
lon.  Would  like  1o  meet  other 
males.  Reply  P  O  Bon  264,  Regina, 


Did*ei6J2 

OWEN  SOUND 


reply. 


CALGARY 


CALGARY  MALE  early  Ihlrlles 
seeks  same  or  older.  Am  looking 
lor  lasting  relationship.  Interests: 
music,  films,  camping.  Am  sincere 
and  discreet.  Would  prefer  acllve 
Greek  partner  Drawer667 


TRAVEL  COMPANION.  Young, 
quite  handsome  masc  professional 
going  to  California  July  and  Augusl. 
Requires  young  male  16  to  24  to 
'  '  inij    Expenses  paid.  Am 


24, 
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HALIBURTON 


LOOKING  FOR  COMPANIONSHIP 


it  the 


ile-slyie.  I  am  looking  for 
'  ween  20  and  30  who 
likes  home  lite  and  nol  ihe  bar 
scene.  Likes  outdoors,  swimming 
and  most  summer  spoils.  Nol  Ihe 
hairy  type,  slim  and  straight  In  ap- 
pearance. Nol  Into  beards,  S/M, 
drugs.  Race  Is  not  Important.  Like 
Orientals.  I  have  been  a  one-man 
partner  lor  27  years.  No  phonies 
please.  I  am  46,  white,  considered 
good-looking,  look  younger  than  I 
am.  Am  young  at  heart,  lam  165lbs, 
have  own  home,  small  pool.  Also 

recent  photo  and  description  ot 

tldenllality  guaranteed  and  expect 

lellows  going  to  and  coming  from 
AcapulcoinJanol  74  Would  like  to 

Drawer674 

NOHT  H  ERN.QN T  A  RIO__ 

NORTHERN   ONTARIO  YOUNG 
GAY  would  like  to  hear  Irom  other 


100  r 


of  Net 


Liskard.  I  am  35.  57",  blue  eyes, 
blond  hair,  well-endowed. 
Teenagers  and  new  gays  welcome. 
Also  marrieds.  Write  Jim,  Box  370, 
New  Liskard,  ON  P0J1PO. 

SUDBURY 

YOUNG  SINCERE  MALE  student 

meni  Would  like  to  meet  and 
socialize  with  other  young  gay  men 
a.  Drawer  654 


OTTAWA 


MALE  5'9".  165lbs.  seeks  young, 
clean-cut  gay  Irlend.  Have  own 
apartment  Phone  No.  Picture  ap- 
preciated. Many  Interests.  Thanks 
Drawer  665 

MUSCULAR  MALE  27.  5'6",  136lbs, 
brown  eyes,  brown  hair.  Italian  and 
French  background  Seeks  aflec- 

hip.  Not  into 
'.  Photo 
cialed  Orawer637 
TORONTf 


i  love  and  abhor  I  lie.  Menti 
Gide,  Mann,  Isadora  Duncan  No 
trendies  or  those  who  love  clothes 
more  than  people.  Sick  to  death  ot 
meat  racks.  We  will  make  love  like 

tigers.  Drawer  676. 

INTELLIGENT  MALE.  23.  umv 
grad.,  pro  less,  musician.  Interests 
include:  theatre,  concerts,  classical 
music,  quiet  limes  and  discussions, 
an.  write  including  photo  and 
phone.  Am  seeking  sincere,  honest 
persons  like  myself  Will  answer  all. 


TORONTO  MALE  21,  new  to  Toron- 
to seeks  companion  approximately 
same  age  with  head  together.  Is 


|oy  life.  Am  slim,  good-looking, 
love  music,  basically  a  homebody 
Not  into  disco  or  older  men   II  you 

an swerall  Drawer 673 

IF  LEATHER  IS  YOUR  TURN-ON. 


Be  Proud 
Tell  Others 


otrmfd  symbol 
oi  gay  life 
TheGre**       . 


GREEK    PLEASURE:   young 


and  It  Greek  Is  your  thing,  stop 
looking  any  lurther  I  am  sure  I  can 
sallsly  eilher  straight  or  gay. 
Please  no  drugs,  S/M  or  phonies. 


MALE,  19,  WELL— BUILT,  seeks  in- 
telligent male  16-25  with  sense  ol 
humour  Photo  essential.  Write 
Boxholder,  Box  547,  Sin  Z,  Toronto, 

Ont  M5N  2Z6. 

MALE.  25,  5  11",  160  lbs  Interests 

meet  guys  20-30  lor  sex,  close 
friendship,  and  more.  Photo  ap- 
preciated. Serious  only  please 
Drawer_565_ 


MALE,  20's,  S'8".  140  lbs  oriental, 
attractive  looking,  would  like  to 
meet  new  Iriends  up  to  35  years  old. 
I  en|oy  dancing,  walking,  dining, 
movies  and  some  sports.  Photo  ap- 
preciated and  will  acknowledge  all 
responses.  Drawer  641. 
IS  THERE  A  YOUNG,  ATTRACTIVE 
male  existing  who  would  like  to 
meet  a  plump,  plain,  pleasant  older 
(39  years]  per  son  lor  an  allectlonate 

relationship-?  Drawer  640. 

I  AM  AN  AVERAGE-LOOKING  guy 

33,  5'10".  170  lbs  Hairy,  blue  eyes, 
bearded.  Interested  In  the  Arts. 
Also  some  S/M,  B/D;  dominant.  But 


32  YEAR  OLD 


men  or  women  handicap- 
ped with  Cerebral  Palsy.  Loves  seii 

lois  ol  love  irom  men  18-40,  slier 
medium    height.    Phone    Joh 
Kellerman.  769-4373 
MALE  20,  STUDENT,  f9'.  130  lbs 


ie  seeks  male  under  20  only 
tor  good  times.  Discretion  promised 
andjequesled  Drawer  661 
TOP  MEN  WITH  BIG  ENDOWMENT 
wanted  by  bottom  man  In  his  forties 
with  great  rear  end.  II  you  want 
satislactlon  and  a  good  lime  I 
sallsly  you.  II  you  are  looking  lor 
Mr  Beautiful,  don't  answer  Ihls  ad. 
Drawer  643 


SEATTLE 


INEXPERIENCED,  HANDSOME 
young  male  wants  to  meet  young  at 
tractive  friend  15-25  who  Is  en- 
periencedinqay  love.  Drawer  652 


MARRIED  PROFESSIONAL  h 


healthy  male  30-45  years.  No  drugs, 
no  S/M.  Discretion  e.pected.  Bo* 
262.  Stallon  L,  Toronto.  M6E  4Z1 . 
ATTRACTIVE,  VERSATILE  white 
student  has  classy  goods  for  taking 
by  well-endowed  masculine  young 
black  or  while  male.  Drawer  646. 
NO  DRUGS.  37  yr  old  male  would 
like  to  meet  sincere  person.  Must  be 
cleanand pleasant  i'mlntert 
plays,  good  books,  soft  musl 
walks  and  some  tennis.  Hai 


USA.  W.M.,  32.  S'8".  digs  disc 
dancing,  138  lbs.,  dark  blond  hair,  i 
body  hair,  slim  and  very  understan- 
ding. I  am  into  arts  and  cralts,  nude 
pholos,  and  teen  counselling.  Write 
Jerry  M  Reno,  4002  S.  115th,  Seal- 
lle.Wash,  98166.  USA. 


ml  I 


youi 


MALE,  26,  5-9".  135lbs,  enjoy  dan- 
cing, Iravel,  theatre.  Seek  sincere, 
aflectionate,  masculine  man  25-40 
to  share  interests  with  view  to  long 
term  relationship.  Sincere  replies 
quickly.  Drawer  670 


er644. 


Zi/Body  Pontic 


MALE,  41,  S'10",  175  lbs  considered 
good-looking,  Interested  in  class- 
cat  music  and  travelling,  tired 
ot  ihe  bars/bath  scene,  would  like 
to  give  the  'alternative'  li'e-style  a 
try.  The  guy  I  have  In  mind  musl  be 
masculine,  straight-appearing,  well- 
mannered,  personable,  hopefully  he 
will  also  be  well-built,  a  llltle 
younger  than  me,  passive/ active 
and  share  my  Interests.  We  may  nol 
be  fated  to  be  lovers,  but  perhaps 
our  relationship  can  be  more 
meaningful  and  gratifying  than  a 
series  ol  one-night  stands,  and  we 
may  become  buddies.  Drawer 666. 


The 

Original 

landstMthehestl 


Eastwind 

P.O.  Boi  554 

Station  J' 

Toronto,  Ontario  M4J  4Z2 

Wholesale  Inquiries  Invited 

14161  9S5-2473 

(Line  open  24  hours! 


CLASSIFIED 


COMMUNITY  PACE 


MALE  22  wishes  lo  eorraspond 

with  ume  or  younger,  interested  In 

tunc  Pnolo  appreciated 

Friendship  possible  II  nghl  person 


STEREO  SYSTEMS  tjuiil  1c 
specs  Pfe-amps,  Amps,  Sp< 

Call  Bob  or  Myles  466  3627 


The  Community  Page 


HOMES 


WORK 

EXPANDING   Ihroughot 


rtvaia 

■  Sflrjlen  961  3414 
CARLTON-  PARLIAMENT  .One 
person  snare  3  bdrm  Hal  Broad- 
loomed,  newly  renovated.  24  hour 
TTC  Hon  smokej  Bill  925  7738 
SHARE  COMFORTABLE  suburDan 
■  Toronto  home?  complete  *iih  healed 
pool,  llrepiace,  all  appliances,  etc 
Ideal  lor  responsible  guys  w Ho  like 


QUEEN/SPADINA.  Top  Moor  (3 
rooms)  ol  large  house  lor  renl 
Share  kitchen  and  bath  Lesbian 
couple  prelerred  but  olhers  con- 
sidered S120  per  month  each  in- 
cludes all  utilities  and  phone  No 
animals  as  we  already  have  Iwo 
cats  Gull  days  366-0576 


MALE  49  h. 

with  responsible  younger  male  at 
Yonge/Finch  subway   II  possible 

:i-ni]  filion*  ii..  Di..-.v:-rfj4a 
HOUSEMAN/COMPANIOH/LOVER~ 
soughT  by  attractive  protessional 

i:-:.i  allowance  in  return  tor  household 

attractive  Can  hold  regular  jobat 
same  time  Call  4293464. 


required  Send  photc 

Tai/Spec  .    M  P  0     Box     1016, 

HamiM on.  L8H  3R1 

SUMMER  EMPLOYMENT  Ugh  I 
work  at  crall  shop  m  Scarborough 
oitered  to  reliable  man  Possibility 
ol  permanent  |ob.  No  experience 
necessary  discretion  guaranteed 
Send  personal  inlo  and  re 
menlsloDrawer662. 

READING 

BREAKTHROUGH,  political  journal 
ot  Prairie  Fire  Organizing  Commll- 
lee,  1st  issue  includes  PFOC's 
Provisional  Political  Statement  wllh 

presslonandllberalion  Send  St  00 
lo  PFOC,  P  O.  Box  40614,  Sin.  C, 
San  Francisco,  Ca  94110  Six  issue 
SUOS500.  Free  lo  prisoners. 
VICE  VERSA,  a  novel  aboul  boy-love 
by  Caslmir  ['■Asbestos  Diary ") 
Oukaru.  £10  75  postpaid.  Exclusive 
Irom  Collstool  Press,  Dept.  BP,  507 
Filth  Ave  ,  NY  10017   Free  catalog 


ST  JAMES  TOWN  gay  needs  2  10 
ShareSbdrmapl  bySept  1  Contact 
Dave  924  5605  supper  time 
STUDENT  LOOKING  FOR  CLEAN, 
quiet  place  Preferably  with  tolks 
who  en|oy  both  being  gay  idancing. 
perhaps  gay  lib)  and  llle  generally 
(music,  Illness,  turns)  I'm  moving 
anytime  before  grad  school  In  Sep 
lember  Include  your  number  Johr 
McConnell.  1 79  College  SI,,  Torontc 
(979-2962) 


GAY        ACTIVIST 


ixpen- 


i  by 


o  people  Call  Tom 


GAY  GUYS  Rooms.  Hats,  apat 
imenls  Furnished  and  unfur- 
nished Broadvlew-Gerrard  area 
IToronio)  Phone  Don  or  Dennis, 
322-4961  or  463-25  72 
OAKVILLE 


YOUNG  MALE  HAS  FURNISHED  J- 


NEWMARKET 


I'D  LIKETO  SHAREan  apartment  or 
house,  downtown,  with  sensitive, 
mature  non-smoker  I'm  25,  have  a 
demanding  |ob  wilh  a  service  agen- 
cy, inleresled  in  Ihe  arts,  cycling 
Chris.  898-4125  alterllom 

MONTREAL 


MONTREAL.  Jeune  professeur 
Cherche  personne  (sane  masculln 
ou  feminin)  pour  partager  appar- 
temenl  |usqu  a  septembre  ou  plus, 
cenlre-vllle.  2  chambres,  superbe 
pas  cher.  Aucun  but  seniimenlal  (ai 
amanl:nevitpasicl|  Oroitpariager 
Tflches,  dynamique,  pas  pagne 
socialement  DScnre  mterets.  age, 
occupation,  caractere.  situation  a(- 
lective,  adresse  Pas  detteminG 
Telepnone  C.P  97,  Station  G  Mon- 
H2W  2N9. 


WINNIPEG 


STUDENT   OR    PROFESSIONAL 

nished  home  rent-tree,  Out  suggesl 
splUHng  lood  and  utilities  50/50 
basis  Non-smoker  preferred,  but  I 
am  tolerant,  expecting  tolerance  In 


OTHER 


What 


7  CONFERENCE. 

iporlance  ot  Gay 
LiDeranon  in  Ihe  Revolutionary 
Struggle?  June  10-12  in  Los 
Angeles  Open  workshops  and 
panel  presentations  Housing  and 
chiiacare  provided  Sponsored  by 
the  Lavender  and  fled  Union,  a 
communist  organization  S5 
regislrallon  lee  Send  lor  Infoi 
maiion  PO  Box  3503,  Hollywood, 
CA9O02B.  or  calll213l  663-7462 


BRANDON 


CP  154.  Iberville.  PO.J2X4L1 
Drop-In  Gay. 3419  Simpson  Si. 
Montreal.  PQ.FM7  11pm 
Gay  Into.  PO  8o  .  6 1 0.  Stn  N  D  G.. 
Montreal,PQH4A3Ri  PH  [514) 
286-1101  Mon-Sat7-11PM  Spon- 
sors several  groups 
Gayllne,  (5 1 4)  93 1  -8668  or  93 1  -3330. 

Gay  McGIII.  university  Centre.  3480 
McTavish, Montreal,  PO, H3A  I X9 
Gay  Social  Services  Project.  4515 
St  CalhermeW,  Montreal.  PQ,  H32 


Gay  Friends  of  Br=ndon,  c  'o  Gays 
lo<Equalilv.80'27UMStJ,Unlver- 
slly  ol  Manitoba.  Winnipeg,  MB. 
R3T2N2.PH  (204)47*8216 
belweeen  7  30-10:00  weeknlohls. 


CALGARY 


Dignity/Calgary.  Bo*  1492,  StnT. 
Calgary, AB.T2H2H7,Pn  |403l 
282-0574 

Gay  Inlormat  Ion  and  Resources, 
Room  312-223-12  Ave  SW,  Calgary, 
AB,  T2R  0G9,  PH  (403)264-391 1 
Lesbian  Orop-ln,  338  ■  14  AveSE, 
Calgary,  AB.T2GiE2,Wed8pm, 

PH  (403)266-2552 


CORNER  BROOK 


Community  Homophlle 
Association  Of  NFLDICHAN).  Bo 
90S.  Corner  Brook.  NF.  A2H6J2 


EDMONTON 


;,,,.j,- 


Sly. 


ANDROGYNY/ALTERNATIVES 

Bookshop  Gay.  leminist.  libertarian 
let!  and  nonsextsl  kids'  books.  Mall 
orders  welcomed.  Write  lor  our  Iree 
book  list  1217  Crescent  SI  ,  Mon- 
treal. Que  H3G2B1. 

A  GAY  PERSON'S  GUIDE  TO  NEW 
ENGLAND  1977.  Where  lo  stay, 
what  lo  do.  6esl  aid  lor  planning 
your  visit  lo  P'town  and  New 
England  S4  25  Irom  GCN/GPG, 
Oepl  BP.  22  Bromheld  St .,  Boston, 
MA  02108,  1977  supplement  to  1976 

edition  lor  Si  50. 

WISH  TO  BUY  AND/OR  EXCHAHGE 
gay  lllms.  Regular  or  super  8mm. 
Canadaonly  Drawar646 
MASCULIHE.  nude  boys  and  men 
photomagaiines,  by  J  Daniel 
Cadinel  Just  beauty,  high  quality 
and  good  laste  Something  very 
different,  Irom  Fiance  Nol 
available  elsewhere  in  America  — 
sole  supplier  this  sideot  Ihe  Atlan- 
tic. Illustrated  brochure.  SI  For 
real  beauty  minded  Write  JG 
Distribution.  Oept  B,  PO  Box  486. 
Quebec  Li  I  -i,  G  t  R4RB, Canada 


magazines  in  the  worldl  Guaran- 
teed Canadian  delivery  Send  for 
FREE  photo  Illustrated  catalogs 


Club  70, 10242. 106IH  St,  Edmon- 
ton, AB,  T5J  1H7.  PH  (403)423- 
6051 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Boi 
1852.  Edmonton.  A8,  T5J  2P2, 
10144-101  ST,  PH:  (403)424-8361 

FREDERICTON  ~ 


Guelph  Gay  Equality.  Rm  221,  Univ 
Centre.  Univ  ol  Guelph,  Guelph. 
ON,  Gaylme:  (519)836-4550 

HALIFAX  ~ 

The  Alternate  Bookshop,  Ste  301 , 

1585  Barrington  Si,  Halifax,  NS, 

B3J  [Zfi 

Gay  Alliance  lor  Equality,  Box  361 1, 

Halila.  South  Stn,  Halifax,  NS.B3J 

3K6.Gayllne:|902)429-6969 


HAMILTON 


LETTERS 

MAKE  HEW   FRIENDS   throughout 

Canada  end  the  US  Join 
GAYMATES,  a  pen-pal  club  tor  gay 
men.  For  Iree  inlo  wme  GS1.  Depl 
PO    Sox     3043,    Saskatoon. 


McMaster  Homophlle  Assoc.  DO. 
Bo«  44.  Sin  8.  Hamilton,  ON  L8L 
7T5. Gayllne  {416)527-0336 
aiso  jt  the  above  address: 
Eugene's  Disco 
Gay  Women  ol  Hamilton 
Blsexualsot  Hamllton(rapgroup) 


KINGSTON 


Kingston  Women's  Centre,  200 
Montreal  St,  Kingston. ON  K7K 
3G4.  PH  (613)542-5226 
Queen's  Homophlle  Assoc.Slude 
Aflairs  Centre,  51  Queen's 
Crescent,  Queen's  Universlly, 
Kingston.  ON,  K7L2S7.PH (613) 
547-2836 


Saskalchewi 


,  Canada. 


TRAVEL 

ENJOY  THE  COUNTRY?  Lesbi 
couple  invites  women  to  holiday 
our  Sask  larm.  Tenting  or  tral 
space  available.  Oul  ' 


ft  bfco 


For 


OPERA  ENTHUSIAST  lo  |oln 
European  opera  (estiva)  tour  July 
28  Three  weeks.  Not  looking  tor 
lover  but  good  company  tor  ex- 
periencing greal  opera  periorman- 


KITCHENE  R /WATER  LOO 
The  Worn  en's  Place.  42-B  King  Si  S, 
Walerloo,ON.N2J1N8.PH  (519) 
866-1620 

Waterloo  Universities'  Gay 
Liberation  Movemenl,  Federation 
of  Students,  University  of 
Waterloo,  Waterloo,  ON,  N2L3G1, 
PH  (519)885-1211ex2372 

LONDON 


i.  Bayre 


Also  I 


Drav.-i?_r66J 


"  gay  s 


>urg. 


Homophile  Assoc,  ol  London,  Out., 
649Colborne St, London, ON  N6A 
3Z2,  PH.  (519)  433-3762 


TRAVEL?  Male,  38.  5*6".  130,  wanls 
honest  young  companion  under  23 
lor  Irlendship  and  weekend  trips. 
Likes  travel,  music,  camping  and 
photography.  Drawer638. 


MATURE    GUY    6' 

looking,  alteclionate,  he 
reliable  as  a  teacher  Have  a  iree 
summer  to  travel  in  small  trailer 
Lapidary  hobby,  could  establish 
lasting  Irlendship  Not  into  S/M, 
drugs   All  answered  Drawer672. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

ON   A   PICTURESQUE    RESORT 

Boston  SEACflOFT  BEACH 
HOTEL,  at  Nites  Beach  near  Rocky 
Neck  Artist  Colony  Gioucesler-by- 
the-Sea,  Massachusetts  01930 
(617)  283-9744  Not  fancy  Not  or 
dlnafy.Noltttpanaive.Come  En|ny 


M1SSISSAUGA 

Gay  Equality  Mlsslssauga,  Box 
193.StnA,Misslssauga.ON,L5A 


I  Androgyny  Bookstore,  1217 

CrescentSt,  Montreal, PQ.H3G 
2B1.PH-|514)866-2131 
Les  Apdlres  du  Disciple  Slen-Atme, 
6581  St-Laurent,  Montreal. Oue  PH: 
(514)279-5381 

Association  Communaulalre 
Homosexuelfe  de  I'Universilede 
Montreal,  CP  755.  Outremont.PO 
H2V4N9 

Association  pour  les  Drolls  des 
Gal(e)s  du  Quebec.  CP  36 Succur- 
saieC,  Montreal,  PQ,  H2L4J7 
Centre  Homophlle  Urbalnde  Mon- 
treal 6581  St  Lauient ,  Montreal 
I  PO,PH:(514)279-538l 


1R9.P 


:t5i4) 


,40721 


Montreal  Community  Church/ 
Egllse  Communaulalre  de  Montreal, 
CP610,  SuccursaleNDG.  Montreal. 
PO.H4A  3R1.  PH  (514)845-4471 

Montreal  Lesbian  Organization, 

3595  St UrbainSI, Montreal. PO, 

H2X  2N6.  PH:  (514|  842-4781. 

Drop-In  Thurs8pm 

Naches:  Gay  Jewish  Oiscusslon 

group.  Box  298.  Stn  H,  Montreal. 

PQ.H3G  2KB,  PH  Rcy(St4)738- 

9003ORHarvev  488-0849 

Parents  ol  Gays,  c  /  o  PO  Box  610. 

Stn  NOG  .Montreal  POH4A  3R1 

Meetings  3rd  Tuesday  PH:(S14) 

288-M01  lor  Inlo. 

OTTAWA 

Gaysol  Ottawa/Gals  de 

l'Outaouala,Bo.ii  2919,  Stn  D, 

Ottawa.  ON.  K1 P  5W9. 378  Elgin 

|2ndlloor),  Gayllne  1613)238-1717, 

Business:  233-0152 

Gay  People  ol  Carlelon,c/o  CUSA, 

Carleton  Univ.,  Colonel  By  Drive, 


Cay  Youth  Group.  Church  St  Con> 
muniiy  Centre,  S19Chutch  SI, 
Toronto.  ON  M4Y2C9,  Meetings 
Tues-7  30pm 

Glad  Day  Bookslor*.  4  Col  Her  at  lal 
Yonge),  Toronto,  OH,  M4W 1L7.  PH: 
(416)961-4161 

Hamlshpacha  1 1  he  'ami  ly),  c I  o  Apt 
609, 135isabella.  Toronto,  ON,  M4Y 
1P3.PH  (416)961-2664 
Harbinger  —  Lesbian  Drop-In.  214 
Vanief  Res,  York  Univ.,  Wed  35, 
PH  (416)667-3509 
Lesbian  Organization  ot  Toronto 
(LOOT).  342  JarvisSt.  Tor  onto,  ON, 
M4Y  2G6,  PH  (416)960-3249 
Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
29Granby St  Toronto. ON M5B  1H8, 
Drop-ln/OlllceMonThur7-10  30, 
Ffi-Sai  7-1 1:30. Church  (416) 364- 
9799  Distress  Line  364-9835 
Three  of  Cups,  Women's  Col  fee 


Ottav 


.ON,K 


sbBb 


SASKATOON 


Gay  Community  Centre,  Box  1662, 
Saskatoon,  SK.S7K3R8,  310 -20th 
St  E(2ndlloor|.PH:  (306)652-0972 
Aisoal  theabove address: 
Gay  Academic  Union,  c/oProl. 
Peler  Millard 
Gay  Assoc,  ol  Youth 


THOMPSON 


THUNDERB.AY   " 


Northern  Women's  Centre.  120W 
Amelia.  Box  314,  Sin  F,  Thunder 
Bay.ON.P7C4V9 


TORONTO 


Catalyst  Press.  315  Blantyre  Ave, 
Scarborough,ON,M1N2S6 
Chalsworth  Charitable  Foundation, 
199 Church  St,  Toronto.  ON.  M5B 
1Y7.PH:(416)862-1544 
Community  Homophlle  Assoc,  ol 
Toronto  (CHAT),  199  Church  St 
(2nd  Hoot).  Toronto,  ON,  M58 1 Y7. 
PH:(4tb)B62-1544 
Dignity.  Box  249.  St  n  E,  Toronto. 
ON.  M6H  4E2 

Gay  Academic  Union,  Box  396,  Sin 
K.Toronlo,ON,M4P2EO 
Gay  Alliance  al  York,  c/o  CYSF. 
Central  Square,  Rm  105,  York 
Universlly.  4700  KeeieSI,  Downs- 
view, ON.  M3J1P3,Ofllce:  216 
Vamer  College  Res  ,  PH  |4I6)667- 
3509  or  667-3632 

Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  193 
Carllon Si. Toronto, ON,  M5A 2K.7, 
PH  (416)964-0148 


B.342J; 


isSl.Tor 


D,ON, 


Metropolitan  Community  Church, 
254Cooper.no  11,  Ottawa,  ON. 
K2P0G4 

Lesbians  ol  Ottawa  How  (LOOM), 
c/o  Ottawa  Women's  Centre,  821 
Somerset  St  W.  Ottawa.  OKI,  K1R 
6R4,  PH  (613)233-2560 
PETERBOROUGH 
Trent  Homophlle  Assoc,  Box  1524, 
Pelerborough,  ON,  K9J  7H7.262 
RubidgeSt,Rm203.PH: 
(705)742-6229,  WedSun 
QUEBEC  " 

Centre  Humanllalre  d'Alde  at  de 
Liberation,  CP  596,  Haute  Ville,  264 
rue  des  Franc  is  cams,  Quebec,  PQ, 
G1R4S1 

Comltdd'lnlormallon  Homophile 
de  Quebec.  CP21 13.  Terminus  Pos- 
tal Quebec.  OuebecGIK  7M9I.418) 
525-4997 

Service  d'Entralde  Homophllede 
Quebec,  CP  596.  Haute  Ville.  260 
rue  des  Franclscains,  Quebec,  PQ, 
G1R4S1 

REGINA  ~ 

Atropos  Fellowship 
Society/Odyssey  Club,  Box  3414, 
Regina.SK,S4P3J8 


Community  Homophlle  Assoc,  ol 
NFLDICHAN),  Box613,StnC, 
St.  John's,  NF.A1CSK8 


M5B27C.PH  1416)967-2882 
TAG,  Peer  cou  n  selling  telephone 
service  Box  6706,  Stn  A,  Toronto, 
ON  M5W  1X5.  PH:  (416) 964-6600 
Toronto  Women's  Bookstore,  85 

Harbord  St,  Toronto.  OH.  M5S  1G5, 
PH:  (4 16)  9228744 
Wages  Due  Lesbians,  Box  38,Stn  E. 
Toronto, OH,  M6H  4E1,  PH:  (416) 
466-7457 

VANCOUVER 
Dignity/Vancouver,  Box  1036, 
Vancouver.  BC.V6B  3X5 
Gay  Alliance  Toward  Equality.  Bo> 
1463,  Stn  A,  Vancouver,  BC. 
V6C2P7,  PH  1604)732-601 7 
Gay  Paoplsol  Simon  Frasar.  c/o 
Student  Society  Simon  Fraser 
University.  Burnaby,  BC,  PH:  1604) 
291-3181 

Gay  Peopleol  UBC,  Box  9,  Student 
UnlonBldg.Univ  ol  BC, Van- 
couver, BC.V6T  1W5 
Rights  of  Lesbians  Subcommittee 
BC  Federation  of  Women,  1 730 
Stephens  St.,  Vancouver.  BC. 
V6K  3V5 

SEARCH  (Soclely  lor  Education, 
Action,  Research  &  Counselling  in 
Homosexuality),  Box  48903,  Ben- 
lall  Centre,  Vancouver,  BC, 
V7X1A3 

SEARCH  Community  Sen/Ices. 
28-448SeymourSI  ,V 
8.C.PH:l604)6c" 


Windsor  Gay  Unity.  Box  7002, 
Sandwich  Postal  Sin,  Windsor.  ON, 
N9C3Y6,PH  (519)252-0979 


WINNIPEG 

Winnipeg  Lesbian  Society,  c/o  A 
WomansPlace.  143  Walnut  SI, 
Wlnnipeg,MB,R3G1P2. 
PH.  (204)  786-4581 
Winnipeg  Gay  Youth,  Box  27. 
UMSJJ,  Winnipeg,  Maniloba  R3T  2N2 
PH:  (204)4748216Thursday  evenings. 
Dignity/Winnipeg,  box  1912,  Win- 
nipeg. MB,  R3C3R2 
Gays  lor  Equality.  Box  27,  UMSU, 
University  ol  Manitoba,  Winnipeg. 
MB,  R3T2N2.PH  (204| 474-8216 


NATIONAL/REGIONAL 
Canadian  Gay  Archives,  Box  7289, 
StnA,Toronto,ON,M5W1X9,PH: 
(416)863-6320 

Coalition  lor  Gay  Rlghlsln  Ontario, 
193CarllonSl,Toionto,ON,M5A 
2K7.PH  (416)964-0148 
Committee  lo  Defend  John 
Damien,  8ox  11 7. Stn  V,  Toronto. 
ON.M6R3A4 

Libertarians  for  Gay  Rights,  c/  o  Ian 
Young,  315  Blantyre  Ave,  Scar- 
borough. ON,  M1N2S6 
NDP  Gay  Caucus,  163  Rustiolme 
fid.  Toronto,  ON,  M6H  2Y6 
Nalional  Gay  Rights 
Coalition /Coalition  National  pour 
les  Oroits  des  Homosexuals 
(NGRC/CNDH),CP2919,Succur 
sale  D.Ottawa. ON, K1P5W9.PH: 
(613)233-0152 

Unitarian  Universalis!  Gay  Caucus, 
c/o  Elgin  Blair.  Box  6248,  Sin  A, 
Toronto,  ON.  M5W1P6 


PUBLICATIONS  J 


After  Stonewall,  c/o  Davis,  Box 
2051, 266Graham,  Winnipeg,  MB. 
R3C3M2 

The  Body  Politic.  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto.  ON.  M5W  1X9 
Gay  Tide.  Box  1463,  Stn  A,  Van- 
couver. BC.V6C2P7 
NGRC  Forum/Forum  de  la  CNDH, 
CP  36.  SuccursaleC,  Montreal, 

PQH  'L4J7 ^^ 
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Gay  Books 


Can  you  get  them  in  bookstores  near  you? 

Chances  are  you  can't. 

So  why  not  order  them  from  The  Body  Pontic's  new 

mai  I  order  service.  


Gay  American  History: 

Lesbians  and  Gay  Men  in  the  USA 

by  Jonathan  Katz 
paper  $11.50 

A  chronicle  of  four  hundred  years  of  gay 
oppression  in  the  US.  A  vast  range  of 
documents  on  homosexuality  among 
Native  Americans,  executions  in  colonial 
times,  anti-homosexual  witchhunts  in  the 
1950s,  horrifying  accounts  of  mistreat- 
ment of  lesbians  and  gay  men  by 
psychiatrists  and  psychologists  —  and 
much  more.  A  must  for  the  understanding 
of  ourgay  "roots." 

The  Ancient 

and  other  poems 

by  Judith  Crewe 
paper  $3.50 

"A  first  collection  of  tough-minded,  hard- 
surfaced  and  often  complex  poems." 
Judith  is  an  Alberta  lesbian  poet,  the  first 
woman  to  be  published  by  the  Canadian 
gay  publishing  house  of  Catalyst  Press. 

Lover 

by  Bertha  Harris 
paper  $4.95 


"...violent,  funny,  beautiful,  intelligent,  in- 
ventive sentency  by  sentence, ...  full  of 
ideas,  pronouncements  and  jokes  about 
itself."  Jane  Rule  in  The  Body  Politic. 


Please  send  me: 


Christopher  and  His  Kind       Common-Or-Garden  Gods 


by  Christopher  Isherwood 
hardcover  $11.50 


The  second  installment  of  novelist  Isher- 
wood's  autobiography.  He  talks  candidly 
about  gay  life  and  loves  in  the  Berlin  of  the 
early  '30s,  about  his  attempts  to  keep  his 
refugee  lover  from  being  returned  to  Nazi 
Germany,  about  travelling  with  poet  W.H. 
Auden  to  Iceland  and  China,  about  his 
friends  in  the  literary  circles  of  E.M.  For- 
sterand  Somerset  Maugham.  A  new  kind 
of  homosexual  autobiography. 

The  Young  in 

One  Another's  Arms 

by  Jane  Rule 
hardcover  $6.95 

Jane  Rule's  latest  novel,  set  in  B.C.  It 
reveals  the  interactions  of  eight  vivid 
characters  living  in  a  rooming  house 
threatened  with  demolition  by  developers. 
A  "gentle  serious  comedy"  overflowing 
with  generous  spirit. 

Rubyfruit  Jungle 

by  Rita  Mae  Brown 
paper  $4.00 


"  'Rubyfruit  Jungle?'  'Yeah,  women  are 
thick  and  rich  and  full  of  hidden  treasures 
and  besides  that,  they  taste  good.'  " 
Already  a  gay  classic,  Rita  Mae  Brown's 
novel  is  "a  gem,  solid,  honest,  moving,  and 
very  funny." 

Prompt  reliable  service 


by  Ian  Young 
paper$3.95 


Canadian  poet  Ian  Young's  latest  book, 
"his  most  substantial  and  most  im- 
pressive yet."  Ian  has  been  writing  poetry 
for  years  which  speaks  to  the  gay  male  ex- 
perience; only  now  is  he  beginning  to  be 
recognized  in  this  country.  His  poems  deal 
with  everyday  experience  with  a  "control 
of  voice,  aquietness,  and  a  refusal  of 
grand  gesture  that  is  refreshing." 


Gardens 

by  Graham  Jackson 
paper  $3.95 


A  collection  of  sensitive  short  stories  by  a 
young  Canadian  writer:  delicate  moments 
of  revelation  to  zany  fantasies  from  a  gay 
sensibility. 


Loving  Man 

a  Photographic  Guide  to  Gay  Male 
Lovemaking 

by  Mark  Freedman  and  Harvey  Mayes 
hardcover  $13.95 

"Loving  Man  has  too  long  been  needed, 
but  is  worth  having  waited  for.  At  last  I  can, 
in  good  conscience,  recommend  a  book  to 
students,  colleagues,  and  friends  that  will 
help  them  understand  and  enjoy  their 
sexuality."  Kenneth  Sherrill,  Hunter 
College. 


□  Lover 

□  Rubyfruit  Jungle 
D  Loving  Man 

□  Gay  American  History 

D  Christopher  and  His  Kind 

□  Common-Or-Garden  Gods 

O  The  Young  in  One  Another's  Arms 

D  Gardens 

O  The  Ancient  and  Other  Poems 


Make  cheque  or  money  order  (CDN  funds)  payable  to:  The  Body  Politic,  Box  7289,  Stn  A, 
Toronto,  Ontario  M5W  1X9.  Please  add  50$  for  each  book  ordered  to  cover  costs  of  postage 
and  handling. 


Name: 


Address: 


Postage  and  handling 
(add  50<t  per  book) 


Total  enclosed 


